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 Nothing puts smiles on the 
faces of volunteers like a week 
teaching children about the love 
of God.  If it’s been a while since 
you volunteered to help with VBS, 
you will be impressed by creative 
crafts, original music--even the 
snacks each day reinforce the 
theme. 
 VBS is the Christian 
education highlight for the 
Summer of 2017 and it truly takes 
a village to pull it off.  Here are the 
volunteer opportunities that 
remain to be filled. 
 

Group Leader:  We need 8 
volunteers who will shepherd a 
group of children to 5 separate 
stations each day.  You will be in 
charge of the same group which 
gives you the opportunity to get to 
know the children and discover 
what makes each one special. 
 

Registration Helpers:  We need 5 
volunteers on Monday and 
Tuesday only, 8 am – 10 am.  You 
will greet the children and 
parents, complete registration 

forms, pass out name badges, 
and answer questions. 
 

Craft Station Helper:  You will 
assist the Craft Leader with 
preparation and help each group 
of kids complete crafts and 
science projects. 
 

Snack Helper:  You will assist the 
Snack Leader in preparing and 
serving snacks to each group of 
kids. 
 

 Please choose a volunteer 
position that interests you and 
call the church office to sign up. 
Volunteer Training will be held 
Thursday, July 6, at 7 pm in 
Room 405.  We are grateful to 
those who have stepped up 
already and look forward to an 
amazing week planting the seeds 
of faith in young lives. 

JOIN THE FUN—VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL JULY 10-14 

INVOLVED SUMMIT 
2017: 

EVERY CHILD 
EVERY CHURCH 

 Pastors and lay leaders 
from across North Texas 
gathered June 7 to focus on the 
foster children crisis in Texas 
and consider how 20,000 
congregations in the Lone Star 
State might bless 30,000 
children currently in the 
conserva to rsh ip  o f  the 
Department of Family and 
Protective Services.  DFPS 
Commissioner Hank Whitman 
addressed the group, casting a 
v i s i o n  f o r  h o w  l o c a l 
congregations can provide the 
loving families and supportive 
communities these children 
need to thrive.  Participants 
heard presentations from faith-
based community partners like 
the Presbyterian Children’s 
Home, the Gladney Children’s 
Home, and Phased In.  The 
summit also honored CPS 
workers with a special video 
tribute.  Dave Hartman was 
featured in  the v ideo, 
celebrating the pastoral role of 
CPS workers. 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
by Senior Minister Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

The Benedict Option ? Part III 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Emperor Nero. Plaster bust in Pushkin Museum, Moscow 
 
 Before Constantine’s ultimate ascension to the throne of 
the Roman Empire, a series of crises, including famine, 
invasion, cultural degradation and some truly ghastly 
emperors had nearly led to the Empire’s collapse into 
anarchy. In order to hold it together, the Emperor Diocletian 
(the son of a freed slave) undertook a massive governmental 
reorganization. He effectively divided the Empire into two 
parts—the Western, which encompassed present-day France, 
England, Spain, Italy and parts of Germany, and the Eastern, 
which encompassed Greece, Romania, Asia Minor (Turkey), 
Egypt and Mesopotamia (present-day Iraq). Each Empire 
would have its own Augustus—“The Most High,” or supreme 
leader—who would serve for twenty years. Each Augustus 
would also designate his successor, called a Caesar, the 
traditional title for the Emperor of Rome ever since Octavian 
(who assumed the name “Augustus”) had adopted it from 
Julius’ family name (the German title “Kaiser” and the 
Russian “Czar” both derive from Caesar). This designated 
Caesar would assume the throne on the death of the ruling 
Augustus, or upon the expiration of his 20-year term. The 
relationship between the Emperor and his successor—
between Augustus and Caesar—was cemented by the marital 
bond, for the Augustus was to give one of his daughters as a 
wife to his Caesar. Thus, the line of succession ran from 
father-in-law to son-in-law. This unique arrangement—with 
four men effectively in charge of a vast Empire—was known 
as the Tetrarchy. Each resided in a geographically strategic 
part of the Empire. The edict of one was regarded as the 
edict of all. 
 For all of his administrative flair, Diocletian was one of 
the most vicious persecutors of Christians. Ever since Julius 
Caesar, Roman emperors had demanded some form of 
allegiance to the state, which was considered incarnate in his 
person. This expression of allegiance usually involved some 
small public, symbolic gesture, like lighting incense or 
throwing a pinch of grain into a torch. Because the Jews were 
so adamantly resistant to emperor worship, they had been 
granted special dispensation, a dispensation which was 
extended to Christians, whom Rome at first regarded simply 
as one more Jewish sect like the Pharisees or Sadducees. It 
was because of imperial tolerance that Paul, as a Roman 
citizen, appealed to the Emperor Claudius when he was 
falsely accused of sedition by his enemies from Jerusalem 
[Acts 25.1-12] and why he could write that “every person 
should be subject to the governing authorities” [Romans 13.1-
7]. 

 Claudius, though he had a speech impediment and was 
often ridiculed, was a just and humane emperor (I highly 
recommend the BBC production of Robert Graves’ book, “I 
Claudius”). He did, however, order the expulsion of Jews from 
Rome, who, according to Pliny the Elder, had engaged in 
rioting “at the behest of Chrestus.” This is probably a 
reference to the turmoil that beset many synagogues when a 
great number of Jews, as well as those synagogue-attending 
Gentiles known as “God-fearers” (Paul’s primary audience), 
began to declare that Jesus of Nazareth, who had been 
crucified and then raised from the dead, was the Messiah—
“the Christ.” That was contentious enough, but when the 
additional confession was made that he was “the Son of God,” 
scores of synagogues erupted into violence. In Rome, that 
violence evidently was carried into the streets. After things 
settled down, the expelled Jews were allowed to return, and 
the authorities began to realize that the Christian faith entailed 
something more momentous than another Jewish sect. 
 The temperate approach employed by Claudius changed 
abruptly when Nero succeeded to the throne. When the 
poorest part of Rome erupted into flame, and most of its 
wooden buildings burnt to the ground (a fire which many 
attributed to Nero himself, who allegedly wanted to replace 
the derelict wooden structures with marble edifices of his own 
design), Nero scapegoated Christians as the culprits. He was 
the founding figure in the violent persecution that waxed and 
waned for more than two centuries. During his reign, Peter 
and Paul were both executed in Rome. Paul, as a Roman 
citizen, was granted the comparatively humane death of 
beheading, while Peter, according to an ancient and durable 
tradition, was crucified upside down. Nero also set Christians 
alight to illuminate the games in the Coliseum, where the most 
popular new spectacle entailed other Christians being 
slaughtered and eaten by hungry carnivores, including lions. 
 By the time the Book of Revelation was completed—
probably during the reign of Domitian, during the last two 
decades of the 1st Century—the breach between Christian and 
emperor was complete. Nero had scapegoated Christians as 
arsonists; Domitian began the policy of pursuing non-
compliant Christians as enemies of the state. The change in 
emphasis from Paul’s admonition in Romans 13 that 
Christians be subject to the “governing authorities” (i.e., the 
Roman ones) to the metaphorical denunciation of those same 
authorities in Revelation 13 was a consequence of those 
persecutions: 

The beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and 
blasphemous words, and it was allowed to exercise 
authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to 
utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his 
name… Also, it was allowed to make war on the saints 
and to conquer them. It was given authority over every 
tribe and people and language and nation, and all the 
inhabitants of the earth will worship it, everyone whose 
name has not been written … in the book of life of the 
Lamb that was slaughtered…the number of the beast is 
six hundred sixty six. [Revelation 13.5-8, 18b]. 

 Of the various explanations for “666,” the most likely is 
that it stands, in Hebrew letters, for “Nero Caesar.” [To be 
continued]  
         Dave 
Prayer: Almighty God how many of your saints have suffered 
and died for their faith in Jesus Christ. We pray that cup will 
pass from us, but if it comes, may we be faithful, in Jesus’ 
Name. Amen. 



This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

“In the Beginning: Innocence” 
Genesis 2:4b-9, 15-24 

Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

The Challenger is biweekly, so NO Challenger next week! 
 
 Blood Drive! Church members (and guests) are 
invited to donate blood on Father's Day, June 18. The 
Texas Blood Institute will set up in the Fellowship Hall 
from 8AM to 1:30PM. Those who donate will receive a t-
shirt and two tickets to the Oklahoma City Zoo. Donors 
can sign up in the church office for a donation time, or just 
show up. You can speed the intake process by going 
online to txbi.org and clicking on the Donor Express 
button. Answer the questions and print out the bar code. 
Our blood saves lives of others! 
 
 June Meetings: will be as follows: 
Tuesday, June 20th:  

Stewardship at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 
Thursday, June 29th:  

Executive Council at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 
Church Board at 6:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 If you will need childcare, please RSVP to the church 
office, 692-2282, by noon on Mondays, June 19th & 26th. 
 

 Faith And Current Events Time with 
Dave will be on Sunday, June 25th, at 5:00 pm in the 
Parlor. 
 
 Tea at Two on Tuesdays! Claudine Farrell & 
Renee Hoke host a gathering for women on Tuesday 
afternoons on the last Tuesday of the month. Bring your 
favorite tea cup and join us on Tuesday, June 27th, at 2 
pm in the Church Parlor. There will be hot tea, tasty 
treats, and great conversation. Everyone is welcome—
bring a friend or neighbor! 
 
 Open Flower Dates: If you would like to donate 
the flowers for the worship service in the Sanctuary, the 
following dates are open: June 18 & 25. Call Peggy Fitts, 
Flower Coordinator, 781-2426, to donate. 
 
 From the Mailbox. . . 
Dear FCC Friends, 
 Thank you so much for the recognition of my 30th 
Anniversary with FCC with the beautiful flowers and the 
absolutely wonderful Love Offering! It has been 
overwhelming and has meant so much to me. It is and 
has been a pleasure to serve as your Executive Secretary 
for the past 30 years, and I look forward to many more 
years. Again, thank you and God bless you! 
         Love, 
         Susan Marrs 

MEET OUR 2017 COLLEGE 
GRADUATE 

Meredith Clare LaValley 
 Daughter of Karen & Jim LaValley, and granddaughter of 
Bill Watkins. Bard College, New York, May 2017 graduate 
with a Master of Science in Environmental Policy. Meredith 
will be moving to Anchorage, Alaska, to work for the 
Interagency Artic Research Policy Committee (IARPC). 

Join Us For Fun This Summer 
At The Neighborhood! 

 Join us for lots of fun on Wednesday nights this 
summer. First, informal worship in Fellowship Hall from 
6:30-7:30 pm. 

Contemporary and traditional music by Sarah 
Stewart, Chris Jarvis, Sarah Cook and Ricky 
Scales 

Special interactive lesson for children  
Summer message series by Renee Hoke: 

“Questions from Jesus” Each week we’ll explore a 
different question Jesus asked and discover how 
those same questions help us go deep in our own 
faith journey.  

When worship ends at 7:30 we’ll enjoy a 
Neighborhood Tailgate--family games, potluck 
dessert (please bring a dessert to share) and time 
to visit. 

Get connected at The Neighborhood this summer. 

 Pantry Sunday Collection! The items 
collected for June for Interfaith amounted to 110 lbs.! 
 
 Riddle: What do a Stone Mountain ball cap, a Fitbit, 
and a diamond ring have in common? 
 Answer: All were turned in after having been left 
around the church. Check with the office if you have lost 
something! 
 
 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as 
possible with our Member News, so if you know about an honor 
someone received, an important event in someone’s life, or 
about an illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  
Thanks! 

Hospitalized: no one. Released and back home are 
Dennis Schmidt, Eva Whiting, David Wyatt. 

Military Deployed: are Jodi Schmidt, daughter of 
Debbi & Dennis Schmidt; and Timothy Smith, son of 
Gidget & Michael Pettibon. Please keep them all in your 
prayers. 
 
 The Farmer’s Market benefiting 
Hospice of Wichita Falls! On the 2nd & 4th Fridays 
of each month from 7:30-9:30 am Morath Orchards from 
Charlie is selling locally grown fruits/vegetables in the 
Front parking lot of Hospice of Wichita Falls on Johnson 
Road. A percentage of sales will go to the volunteer 
department of Hospice of Wichita Falls. 
 

Take advantage of and enjoy your 
First Christian Church Library and 

its contents any time the church building is open. 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . .  
Church Number 940-692-2282 FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Maggie Ross, Interim Sunday Evening Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Madi Showalter, Children’s Ministries Intern 692-2282 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Laurel Clement, Common Ground Recovery Ministries 642-7021 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
CGRM: (Tues., June 6). . . . . . . 21 
The Neighborhood (Wed., June 7). . . . . . . .18 
8:40  Worship. . . 54  10:45 Worship. . .197 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 269 
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . .89 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,815.66 
Sunday Receipts for 6/11/17 $18,033.00 
Through June 12: Income $344,496.39 Expenses $343,807.66 
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PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 
Pray for an end to war in Iraq. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

6/18: Alice Gordon, Sally Hastings; Polly Tonemah, Presiding 
6/25: Susan Buckley, Robert Hernandez; Cathy Gately, Presiding 

DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 
6/18: David Wyatt, Catherine Earley, Luke Machado 

6/25: Ainslee Buckley, Jerry Caraway, Cheryl Caraway 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

6/18: Debbie & Mark Turnbow 
6/25: Eric Hartman & David Wyatt 

JUNE DIACONATE SERVERS 
Jerry & Cheryl Caraway, Larry & Linda Carr, Catherine Earley, Caitlin 
Hartman, Lee Bybee, Sharon Roach, Debbie & Mark Turnbow, Sarah 
Cook, Eric Hartman, Sherry Martin, Sally Wilson, David Wyatt, Luke 
Machado. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, June 18, 2017   
FATHER’S DAY / HEIFER PROJECT 
8:00-1:30 Blood Drive (Fellowship Hall) 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
6:00 Youth/Children’s Ministers Search Cmte Mtg (Rm 222) 
Monday, June 19, 2017  
CYF Conference (Grades 10-12) (June 19-24) (Athens TX) 
Chi Rho Camp (Grades 6-7) (June 19-24) (Athens TX) 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, June 20, 2017 
2:00 Library Cmte (Library) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
 CGRM Office (Rm 307)   Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 304) 
 Parenting (Rm 305 & 306)  Anger Recovery (Rm 308) 
 Substance Abuse (Rm 309) 
Wednesday, June 21, 2017  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
6:30-7:30 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall/Sanctuary) 
7:30 The Neighborhood Tailgate (FH/Outside) 
Friday, June 23, 2017 
6:00-8:00 Young Disciples Open Gym (Grades K-5) 
Sunday, June 25, 2017   
Eighters Camp (Grade 8) (June 25-July 1) (Athens TX) 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
5:00 FACE Time with Dave (Parlor) 
6:00 Youth/Children’s Ministers Search Cmte Mtg (Rm 222) 
Monday, June 26, 2017   
Youth Mission Trip (June 26-30) (Baton Rouge LA) 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, June 27, 2017 
2:00 Tea at Two (Parlor) 
2:00 Library Cmte (Library) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
 CGRM Office (Rm 307)   Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 304) 
 Parenting (Rm 305 & 306)  Anger Recovery (Rm 308) 
 Substance Abuse (Rm 309) 
Wednesday, June 28, 2017  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall/Sanctuary) 
7:30 The Neighborhood Tailgate (FH/Outside) 
Thursday, June 29, 2017 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:30 Church Board Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
 


