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These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. In the day 
that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of the field was yet in the 
earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the Lord God had not caused it to rain 
upon the earth, and there was no one to till the ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, 
and water the whole face of the ground— then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 

And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put the man whom he 
had formed. Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree that is pleasant to the 
sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil. The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to 
till it and keep it. 

And the Lord God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the garden; 
but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of 
it you shall die.” 

Then the Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a 
helper as his partner.” So out of the ground the Lord God formed every animal of the field and 
every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever 
the man called every living creature, that was its name. The man gave names to all cattle, and to 
the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field; but for the man there was not found a 
helper as his partner. 

So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then he took one of 
his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. And the rib that the Lord God had taken from the 
man he made into a woman and brought her to the man. Then the man said, “This at last is bone 
of my bones and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of Man this one was 
taken.” Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they 
become one flesh. 
 

Last week, we talked about the account of Creation in the first chapter of 

Genesis. Today’s scripture, from the second chapter of Genesis, is about the Garden 

of Eden, Adam and Eve. Is the story of Adam and Eve true? Yes, it is. It’s not 

literal, but it’s true in a very deep sense, and we’ll talk about why that is so. 
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First, let’s begin with the basics. The Bible is not a book. The Bible is a library. 

The Greek term biblios, from which get the word “Bible,” means “collection of 

writings.” Incidentally, the word “Bible” is not in the Bible, unless you’re reading 

from a fairly lame translation. The word “Bible” is on the cover, but not within the 

scriptures themselves. Another important Christian word, “Trinity,” is not in the 

Bible, either, but that’s a discussion for another time. Now if your holy book is a 

unitary text with a single source, like the Quran or the Book of Mormon, it’s easy to 

say from whence it came. According to Mohammed, he got the revelations in the 

Quran (which literally means “the recitation”) directly from the angel Gabriel 

(“Jibril”). Joseph Smith said an angel named Moroni gave him golden plates which 

he translated via a crystal that he called “a seeing stone.” But the Bible is not a 

unitary text. It’s a chronicle of God’s revelation to thousands of human beings for 

well over 1500 years. If you believe, as I do, that the Bible was and is divinely 

inspired, you can say that human beings wrote the parts and God wrote the whole. 

To put it another way, people inspired by God wrote the books and the Church has 

been the librarian. 

So why do I call the Church “the librarian?” Because the librarian decides what 

books go into the library. But what is the Church? In the broadest sense, the Church 

is the Holy Spirit working through human beings. If, God forbid, this beautiful 

sanctuary in which we worship today was carried off by a tornado tomorrow, First 

Christian Church of Wichita Falls would still endure, because the Church is much 

more than a building. The Church is also much more than a human institution. If the 

Church was only a human institution—like a civic club or a sports team—we 

humans (especially we clergy types) would have destroyed it long ago through 

either abuse or neglect. But however hard we try, we keep failing to destroy the 

Church, because the Holy Spirit will not let us. 
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But back to our library. Why did the library we call the Bible contain these 

particular books? They are works which the Church has certified are part of the 

Biblical canon, which means that they have special divine authority. The original 

Bible of the earliest Christians consisted of the Jewish (Hebrew) scriptures. 

Christians refer to the Hebrew scriptures as “The Old Testament.” Jews themselves 

call it the Tanakh. The word “Tanakh” is an anagram of the three parts of those 

scriptures. The first part is the Torah or Law, which consists of Genesis, Exodus, 

Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. The second part is the Nevi’im, or the Books 

of the Prophets, which includes not only major prophets like Isaiah, Jeremiah and 

Ezekiel, but also historical works like Joshua, Judges and Samuel. Incidentally, we 

Christians have divided the Books of Samuel and Kings and Chronicles into “firsts” 

and “seconds”—like I and II Samuel—but in the Hebrew scriptures, they’re not 

divided. There is no I and II Samuel, there is only “Samuel.” The third part of the 

Tanakh is the Ketuvim, or “Writing,” which includes beloved works like the Psalms, 

the Books of Job and Ruth, and also Chronicles. So you’ve got “T” for Torah, and 

“N” for Nevi’im and “K” for Ketuvim. TNK is pronounced Tanakh because the 

Hebrew alphabet doesn’t contain vowels. And I think that’s enough scholarly rabbit 

trails for today. 

So, these sacred writings of the Jewish people are the books we call “The Old 

Testament.” When it says in II Timothy [3.16], “All scripture is inspired by God 

and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 

righteousness,” the reference at the time that was written was to the Tanakh, the Old 

Testament. Later, for Christians, there would be 27 additional works which would 

also be considered holy scripture. These are the books we know as the New 

Testament. They include the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, the Book 

of Acts, the letters of Paul (including II Timothy) and other apostles, and the Book 
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of Revelation. All of them were written in the 1st Century in a Greek dialect called 

koine. Although there were many manuscripts in circulation about Jesus Christ and 

the apostles, the ones that constitute the New Testament all had early authorship, 

were regarded as divinely inspired, and had some apostolic provenance. And though 

most of the Christian churches scattered around the known world had unofficially 

accepted these 27 books as authoritative much earlier, it wasn’t until 393, when a 

Synodical Council was held in the city of Hippo (in what is now Algeria) that they 

were officially declared canonical, with the same divinely-inspired status as the 

Jewish scriptures. Incidentally, the great theologian Augustine—the greatest 

Christian thinker since Paul—was at that council in Hippo, and later became bishop 

there. 

So why was it important to declare that these particular 27 books were 

canonical? Because, as I mentioned, there were a lot of things being written and 

said about Jesus and the early apostles. Some of the things that were written had a 

lot of merit and were widely used in teaching—like a beautiful poetic allegory 

called The Shepherd of Hermas and a catechism manual called the Didache. But 

there was also a lot of junk being circulated. That junk was collectively known as 

“Pseudepigrapha,” which means “false title.” These books included things like the 

Infancy Gospel of Thomas, which told fairy tales about Jesus’ young childhood—

that he made living sparrows out of mud and offed a kid who annoyed him—as well 

an absolute piece of Gnostic garbage called the Gospel of Judas, which you may 

have heard about in 2006 when a copy was found in Egypt and translated. 

Gnosticism was an ancient heresy which said, among other things, that the spirit 

was good and the body was evil; that the spirit was trapped in a prison of flesh. 

Carried to its logical conclusion, believing that the body was evil could cause you to 

rejoice if a child died of starvation because then he wouldn’t have to walk around 
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anymore in that worthless body. The emphasis in the Gospel of John on Jesus’ 

physical body—“the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”—and his bodily 

resurrection (his invitation to Thomas to handle his nail prints and touch his 

wounded side was to prove that Jesus was not a ghost) constituted a resounding 

rebuke to Gnostic teaching. Of course, the Gnostics said they were Christians, too. 

But just because they said they were didn’t necessarily make it so, anymore than 

having a long layover at DFW makes you a Texan. 

Because the Christian faith can be so badly misinterpreted by deluded prophets 

or false cults (Jim Jones of the People’s Temple was notorious for throwing his 

Bible on the ground and stomping on it while he preached), it was very important 

that the apostolic Church, inspired by the Holy Spirit, be the librarian who 

determined which texts were going to be in the canonical library. It was also 

important that this New Testament be acknowledged, by Christians, to have as 

much authority as the Old Testament, the Christians’ original holy book of 

scriptures. When I was guest teaching at a Philosophy of Religion class at MSU a 

couple of years ago, one of the young students asked why Christians still used, or 

even needed, the Old Testament. I said it was because every building needed a 

foundation. Part of that original foundation is the true—true but not literal—story of 

Adam and Eve. 

You may have noticed, when you read the first two chapters of the Bible, that 

they seem like different accounts of Creation. That’s because they are. They come 

from two different sources. That’s especially true if you read them in Hebrew. For 

example, if you read a passage about witches from Shakespeare’s Macbeth, and 

then a passage about witches from J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter series, but didn’t 

know who the authors were, you could tell pretty quickly that even though they 

were both about witches, and were both written in English, they were written by 
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two different authors at two very different times in history. Consider the creation of 

human beings. In Genesis 1, the scripture says, 

…God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness… 
So God created humankind in his image, 
   in the image of God he created them; 
   male and female he created them.  
 
In Genesis 2, the scripture says  
 
In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, when no plant of 
the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for the 
Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till 
the ground; but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of 
the ground—then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living being. 
 

 Two different accounts. In Genesis 1, human beings, male and female, are 

made on the 6th day of Creation, after every other living thing—plants and 

animals—have already been made. In Genesis 2, a man is made from the dust of the 

earth before there is a single plant, and his companion isn’t created until some time 

later. In addition, the earliest known name for God is “Yahweh,” which means “I 

AM.” That’s how God answered Moses when Moses asked for God’s name: I AM 

WHO AM.  But as Judaism developed, it came to be understood that a reverent Jew 

dare not even speak the name of God, that the name Yahweh was too holy to ever be 

uttered aloud. In later sources, God is always referred to as “the Lord,” Elohim, or 

“Lord Most High,” Al Alyon. In Genesis 1, God is only referred to as  Elohim, “the 

Lord,” while in Genesis 2, he’s called both Yahweh and Elohim, which strongly 

indicates that Genesis 2, the story of Adam and Eve, was written much earlier than 

Genesis 1. In Genesis 1, the Lord creates just by saying “Let us make humankind in 

our image.” In Genesis 2, God—Yahweh— is making Adam out of dirt, and 
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breathing into his nostrils, and taking out one of his ribs to make Eve, and speaking 

to them both face to face. Two different accounts of God’s work, one high and 

spiritual, the other very down to earth. 

 In Hebrew the word for earth is adama, the same linguistic root as “Adam.” 

What separated the human from the dirt, the Adam from the adama? It was the 

ruach, the breath, the spirit of God. Adam was made out of dirt and did not live 

until God breathed the breath of life into him. In Genesis 2, humans are not the 

climax of Creation—they are the reason for Creation. It was because God created 

this human being that the rain came and a garden was made and the animals were 

created for the human to name. Now, this may seem very anthropocentric. A skeptic 

might say that if mice had theology, they would consider themselves made in the 

image of God. But consider this. The biggest thing of all is the universe, which can 

be expressed mathematically in centimeters as a 10 followed by 20 zeroes. The 

smallest thing of all, a quark, can be expressed mathematically as a 10 preceded by 

24 zeroes and a decimal point. It seems that, at least in terms of size, human beings 

are right in the middle between the biggest thing, the universe, and the smallest 

thing, a quark and able, somehow, to fathom the existence of both.1 Why is that? 

Well, there’s more. DNA research reveals that all humans share a common female 

ancestor. Guess what’s she been nicknamed? “Mitochondrial Eve.” But wait, 

there’s more. There’s growing evidence that all humans also share a common male 

ancestor, though the common male ancestor apparently didn’t live at the same time 

as the common female ancestor. Guess what he’s been nicknamed? “Y-

chromosome Adam.” More and more the discoveries of modern science strangely 

                                                 
1 Newsweek, “Science Finds God,” July 20, 1998. 
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resonate with the revelations of ancient Biblical religion. I’ll talk more about that 

next week. 

Anyway, God put the human—Adam—in a beautiful garden known as Eden, 

whose Hebrew root means “to delight.” Adam had useful and fulfilling work 

tending the garden and naming the animals, who were wonderful company. God 

had given the creatures every green plant for food, and since the animals weren’t 

eating each other, or Adam, nature was not “red in tooth and claw.” Do you 

remember Isaiah’s vision of the Peaceable Kingdom, which we read every year 

before Christmas? 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  
They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
   as the waters cover the sea.  [Isaiah 11.7-9] 

 

Nobody laughed at Isaiah’s vision. He was simply telling the people of Israel 

that someday, by God’s grace, their future would once again be as peaceable and 

beautiful as their distant, primordial past. 

But Adam, for all the pleasures of life, had no companion, though all the other 

creatures did. So God made him fall asleep, and from his side took a rib and made a 

woman. There are lots of ways to look at this. One is to say that women, rather than 

men, are the consummation of God’s Creation. Another is to say that a woman was 
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not taken for Adam’s feet, to be beneath him, nor from his head to be above him, 

but from his side, to be beside him. There is still another sense, in which Adam, the 

first human, was divided in two; and in dividing the human, the conditions were 

created by which the human would, ever after, long to be one again. “Therefore a 

man leaves his father and mother and clings to his wife, and they become one 

flesh,” our scripture says, in words quoted by Jesus. That is the source of “a love as 

strong as death,” a love so deep that, in time, it can separate children from their 

parents, the source of a drive so strong that it impels two beings, male and female, 

to combine in the making of a child, wherein the two truly become “one flesh.” 

It was beautiful there for the first man and the first woman; it was Paradise. In 

Genesis 1, the first commandment God had given the creatures of the earth was “Be 

fruitful and multiply.” That was a wonderful commandment, especially since, 

according to Genesis, childbirth didn’t get painful until after the great disobedience, 

which we’ll talk about next week. Life in Eden was glorious. There were gentle 

animals; there was a companion, who, as Adam said, “is bones of my bones and 

flesh of my flesh” but yet who was also wonderfully and mysteriously different 

from him; there was a daily bounty of magnificent food; and there was no shame. 

Adam and Eve’s daily existence was like the most exuberant, delightful childhood 

imaginable. And that, in effect, is what they were—young children in adult bodies. 

The only negative thing God said to them was this: “You shall not eat of the fruit of 

the tree in the middle of the Garden, for on the day you eat of it, you surely shall 

die.” What could “die” mean to someone who had no knowledge of death? And 

besides, isn’t doing whatever you want to do really the definition of Paradise? Is it 

really Paradise if you’re not allowed to do whatever you want? That commandment 

not to do something—and a warning of the dire consequence if you did—sounds 

like something a parent would say. Someone like a father; God the Father. 



GENESIS 2.4-9, 15-24  10 

 

Andrew Solomon is the author of “Far From the Tree: Parents, Children and the 

Search for Identity,” which won the National Book Award. Next week, I’ll talk 

about his interviews with the parents of the killers at Columbine High School and 

Sandy Hook Elementary School. After interviewing hundreds of mothers and 

fathers, Solomon said, 

I think motherhood and fatherhood remain distinct, despite our living in an era 
when those two notions are merging. I think motherhood has always been the 
language of forgiveness. I think the language of fatherhood has traditionally 
been a language of righteousness. 
 
He said you could see that all the way back in Greek tragedies. Of course, you 

can see it in scripture as well, and in the nature of God, righteousness and 

forgiveness. Righteousness requires that wrongs be punished, and terrible wrongs 

be severely punished. For life to continue upon this earth, righteousness is essential. 

But forgiveness…forgiveness has other requirements, and is also essential. Those 

we will speak to next week—the qualities of righteousness and forgiveness, 

fatherhood and motherhood, both of which are attributes of God—when we 

consider the Fall of Humankind,  or “How to Become a Grownup Really, Really 

Fast.” 

But if ever there was a day to give credit to the best attributes of fatherhood, 

today is the day. Happy Father’s Day to all you righteous fathers, in Jesus’ Name 

      Amen. 
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