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Matthew 21  
As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two 
disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a donkey 
tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to 
you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5 “Say to Daughter Zion, 
    ‘See, your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey, 
    and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 
6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and the 
colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks 
on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The crowds 
that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 
“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 
“Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 
11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
 

On February 24, 1836, a letter was written "To the People of Texas 

and All Americans in the World.” It was a defining moment. See if you 

recognize these words: 

Fellow citizens and compatriots; 
I am besieged, by a thousand or more troops under Santa Anna. I have 
sustained a continual Bombardment and cannonade for 24 hours and have 
not lost a man. The enemy has demanded a surrender at discretion, 
otherwise, the garrison are to be put to the sword, if the fort is taken. I 
have answered the demand with a cannon shot, and our flag still waves 
proudly from the walls. I shall never surrender or retreat. Then, I call on 
you in the name of Liberty, of patriotism and everything dear to the 
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American character, to come to our aid, with all dispatch. The enemy is 
receiving reinforcements daily and will no doubt increase to three or four 
thousand in four or five days. If this call is neglected, I am determined to 
sustain myself as long as possible and die like a soldier who never forgets 
what is due to his own honor and that of his country. VICTORY or 
DEATH. 
William Barret Travis 
Lt. Col. Comdt. 
P.S. The Lord is on our side. When the enemy appeared in sight we had 
not three bushels of corn. We have since found in deserted houses 80 or 90 
bushels and got into the walls 20 or 30 head of Beeves. 
Travis 
 
 This letter represents a defining moment in the life of William Barret 

Travis. It was written at the Alamo. As you know it did not result in the 

rescue of Travis and his men, but it did solidify the cause of Texas 

independence and it no doubt contributed to the final surrender of Santa 

Anna two months later. 

 History books are filled with defining moments. A defining moment 

in the public ministry of Jesus is in front of us today. It is based on Jesus’ 

decision to ride into Jerusalem on a donkey at the beginning of the week 

of Passover. All four gospel writers present almost identical accounts of 

Jesus’ triumphal entry. It is the event that sets into motion the final days of 

Jesus’ life. Jesus chooses with great care the details of his entry. 

• He instructs the disciples to say explain that the Lord has need of a 

donkey. Jesus is using the language of a royal levy. Ancient law 

requires a citizen to render to the king any item or service the king or 
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one of his emissaries might request. In making such a request, Jesus 

is claiming to be king.  

• The use of a donkey instead of a horse is highly symbolic—it 

represents the humble arrival of someone in peace in sharp contrast to 

a leader astride a steed announcing war. 

• Palms are a sign of victory and peace. 

• The connection to Old Testament prophecy is inescapable—Matthew 

connects the dots of us invoking the words of the prophet Zechariah: 

Tell the daughter of Zion: Look, your king is coming to you, humble, 
and mounted on a donkey. 

 
All these details carefully orchestrated represent an unmistakable 

showdown between the power of Rome and the Kingdom of God. 

 As Jesus enters the city with pomp and circumstance, Matthew tells 

us that “the whole city was in turmoil.” The Greek word interpreted as 

turmoil is normally used for storms and earthquakes. It is as if the ground 

is shaking as those not yet familiar with Jesus of Nazareth ask “Who is 

this?” 

 For Jews in the city, the air is saturated with expectation. For a 

thousand years their ancestors have been waiting for a new King David. 

Under David’s rule Israel experienced the greatest period in its history. 

King David gathered all 12 tribes, the northern and southern kingdoms 
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came together during his rule. There was unity and security. It was the 

time of glory. Marcus Borg, writing in The Last Week, puts it this way: 

In the hearts and minds of the faithful, “King David was associated 
with goodness, power, protection, and justice. He was the ideal 
Shepherd-King, the apple of God’s eye.” 

 
 This time of glory soon faded. David’s son Solomon wasn’t the kind 

of leader his father had been. All that David had accomplished fell away 

quickly. Despite the construction of the Temple, Jerusalem soon became 

just as corrupt as any other major city in the ancient world. Before long 

the glory of David seemed like a dream. In the centuries that followed, as 

the faithful longed for the messiah, that deliverer sent by God began to 

take on the shape of King David. 

 Now 1,000 years later here is Jesus riding into town amid much 

fanfare. Hopes are high that the throne of King David will once again be 

occupied and that God at work through the New King David will send the 

occupiers packing. As Passover week begins, you can rest assured that the 

Roman garrison is on high alert. 

 That day as the cloaks are spread on the road and the branches are cut 

from the trees, Jesus understands the expectations of the faithful as clearly 

as he understands the will of his Father. Jesus has been teaching for 

several years about the time to come when the Son of Man, the one whom 

God will send, finally takes the throne. What will he do first? Will he lead 

a military coup? No, he will gather all the nations before him and separate 
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the people into two groups as a shepherd separates the sheep from the 

goats.  

 In the days to come, Jesus will demonstrate for all the world to see 

what it means to be a good and faithful servant. 

 In the days to come, Jesus will also appropriate a symbol that speaks 

to the power and authority of Rome. Throughout the Empire, the cross 

represents execution. Crucifixion was a brutal form of punishment that 

was common among the Romans. The Romans chose this mode of capital 

punishment to put fear in everyone who would stand against Rome and 

Roman laws. Crucifixion was common in first century Israel and this fact 

is well documented in the writings of Josephus. The Romans would 

choose a popular place in clear view, lest anyone else violate Roman law. 

According to Roman law a Roman citizen could not be crucified, 

crucifixion was for slaves and extreme criminals, political or religious 

agitators, pirates, or those who had no civil rights. 

 In the days to come, the treasured symbol for Rome’s cruel and 

absolute power will be redefined by the man who rode a donkey down the 

Mount of Olives, the same one who taught that those who exalt 

themselves will be humbled and those who humble themselves will be 

exalted. 

 Jerusalem finds itself at a defining moment in its history. What will it 

do with a Messiah who seeks peace instead of warfare? And what about 
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this new King David who looks out over the city with a lump in his throat 

and speaks these words; “How often have I longed to gather your children 

as a hen gathers her brood under her wings.” Not exactly the conqueror the 

Jews had been waiting for. 

 Blessed is He who comes even today to challenge our expectations. 

 Blessed is He who comes to afflict the comfortable, and comfort the 

afflicted! 

 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! 


