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Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. He 
left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 
Zebulun and Naphtali, so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: “Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, 
across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—the people who sat in darkness have 
seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has 
dawned.” From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven has come near.” 

As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 
Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 
And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 
Immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went from there, he saw 
two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with 
their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. Immediately they left 
the boat and their father, and followed him. 

Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 
the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among 
the people. So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought to him all the 
sick, those who were afflicted with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, 
epileptics, and paralytics, and he cured them. And great crowds followed him from 
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

 
 Last week, we talked about the notable distinctions between the 

Gospel of John and the other three Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke. 

Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the “Synoptic Gospels,” from a Greek 

word which means “similar seeing”—i.e., for the most part, they share the 

same chronology and relate the same events. If something is in the Gospel 

of Mark, the same event is also very likely in Matthew and Luke. But 

Matthew and Luke also have sources unique to themselves. For example, 
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the beloved account of the shepherds of Bethlehem “keeping watch over 

their flocks by night” who were serenaded by angels and then went to see 

baby Jesus in the manger—that account is only in Luke [2.1-20]. The story 

of the wise men is only in Matthew [2.1-12]. Only Luke contains the 

parables of the Good Samaritan [10.29-37] and the Prodigal Son [15.11-

32]. Luke also has the most material about Mary before Jesus’ birth [cf.1-

26-56], and, in the companion Book of Acts, the only mention of her after 

Jesus’ resurrection [1.14], all of which leads many to believe that Jesus’ 

mother was one of Luke’s major sources. Only the Gospel of Matthew has 

the Great Commission at the end, when the resurrected Christ told his 

disciples to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you” [28.19-20]. Only Matthew has the 

Judgment of the Nations in which Jesus said, “I was hungry and you fed 

me; thirsty and you gave me drink; a stranger and you welcomed me; 

naked and you clothed me; sick and you cared for me; in prison and you 

visited me…for as much as you did these things for the least of my 

brothers and sisters you did them for me” [25.31-46]. 

Last week, we reaffirmed that Jesus Christ is both Son of God and 

child of Mary, fully human and fully divine. We also mentioned that the 

emphasis in Matthew, Mark and Luke leans more toward Jesus’ humanity, 

while in the Gospel of John the focus is more on his divinity, which can 

make the study of John’s Gospel more challenging. In the Synoptic 
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Gospels, Peter is first among the apostles. In the Gospel of John, the pre-

eminent apostle is “the Beloved Disciple,” who in John’s Gospel is always 

faster, smarter, braver and closer to Jesus than Peter. That very obvious 

rivalry is one of the reasons that ancient tradition ascribes the primary 

source for this Gospel to John, the brother of James, one of the fishermen 

Jesus called in today’s scripture. 

That call happened like this. Simon (who had not yet been given the 

nickname of Peter, “the rock”) and Andrew were brothers who ran a fishing 

business on the Sea of Galilee. Their father was named Jonah. I mention this 

because a father’s name in 1st Century Judea was the equivalent of a last name 

today. Simon’s full name was Simon bar Jona, “Simon, son of Jonah.” James 

and John were also brothers and fishermen. Their father was Zebedee. The 

Jonah family and the Zebedee family might have all been on friendly terms—

Luke’s Gospel says they were “partners” [5.9]—but as anyone involved in a 

commercial relationship can tell you, business issues can sometimes strain a 

friendship. 

Jesus first approached Andrew and Simon. They were casting nets—in 

this instance, perhaps from the shoreline rather than in a boat. Their mode 

of livelihood involved hard and challenging work. The weather could be 

dicey, the schools of fish could be on the far side of the lake, the nets were 

heavy and needed constant mending. Their big capital investment was the 

boat, and if it sprung a leak, they could only cast nets from the shoreline 

until it was fixed. Heaven have mercy if the boat sank far from shore. The 
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sun had turned their skin to shoe leather, the callouses on their hands were 

as thick as tractor tires, their backs chronically hurt, and they reeked of 

fish. Jesus approached them and said, “Follow me, and I will have you fish 

for people.” It was quite a job offer—to come off the assembly line and go 

work in Human Resources. Andrew and Peter accepted the offer on the 

spot and fell in beside Jesus. A little further on, they came upon the 

Zebedee boys, James and John, who were repairing nets. Repairing nets is 

like cutting the grass or sweeping the floor—you had to do it again and 

again and again. Jesus made the same offer: “Follow me, and I will make 

you fish for people.” The scripture says John and James immediately left 

their boat and their father. We’re talking serious family issues here: left 

the job and their father? Sorry, Dad, we’re out of here. Thanks for raising 

us. Good luck with the business. Have fun with that net. Love you, bye. 

No wonder Jesus would say later on, in the Gospel of Matthew, 

‘Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not 
come to bring peace, but a sword.  
For I have come to set a man against his father, 
and a daughter against her mother, 
and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;  
and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.  
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me;  
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me;  
and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 
Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it. 

         Matthew 10.33-39 
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What can we say? It’s hard to imagine, unless it happened after the 

resurrection, that Zebedee would have been appreciative of Jesus taking 

his sons away and breaking up the family business. But when such things 

happen, they ought to be over a cause, or a person, for whom one is 

prepared to give up one’s life. 

*** 

There is an ancient Chinese curse that goes, “May you live in 

interesting times.” These are interesting times, and this was an interesting 

week in the life of our country. On Friday, we had a peaceful transfer of 

power to a new President, and on Saturday there were largely peaceful 

protest marches throughout the country about that new President. Both the 

inauguration and the protests—just like the election and the campaign that 

led up to them—are what freedom sometimes looks and sounds like. 

Sometimes freedom is raucous. Sometimes freedom is unseemly. But it’s 

still better than the grim, embittered silence of political oppression.  

Politically, all of us in this room are not of one mind. That’s one of the 

glories of this church, that people from all across the political spectrum 

can gather together in forbearance and love to worship the Lord Jesus 

Christ. I think it takes a higher degree of courage to worship in a church 

like ours, because you’re likely to be seated next to a neighbor who 

disagrees with you and Jesus commanded you to love that neighbor. Long 

before any of us were conservatives or liberals, traditionalists or 

progressives, Republicans or Democrats, we were children of God, made 



MATTHEW 4.12-25  6 

in the image of God. All of us are saved by the grace of God in Jesus 

Christ our Lord. As Christians, we are taught to pray for our country’s 

leaders, just as we are commanded to love one another and pray for our 

enemies. 

First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for everyone, for kings and all who are 
in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in 
all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight 
of God our Savior, who desires everyone to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.   I Timothy 2.1-4  
 
Voting, campaigning and public protesting are all Constitutional 

rights, and can be signs of responsible and dedicated citizenship. But 

praying is a Christian obligation. We need to pray for our country, and our 

country’s leaders, every day. If our country thrives, all thanks be to God. 

If our country struggles, we will implore God for mercy.  

***  

We don’t know if the Zebedee boys and the Jonah boys ever really got 

along even when they were following Jesus. The 10th chapter of Mark 

[35-41] tells of a time when the other disciples really resented James and 

John, who wanted to sit on either side of Jesus when he came into his 

Kingdom. The New Testament is full of examples of those who followed 

Jesus being annoyed with one another, or disputing one other—Peter with 

John [John 21.20-22], Paul with Peter and Jesus’ brother James [Galatians 

2.1-14], James (Jesus’ brother) with Paul [James 2.14-26], Martha with 



MATTHEW 4.12-25  7 

her sister, Mary [Luke 10.38-42]. The night before his crucifixion, after 

Jesus washed his disciples’ feet, he urged them to undertake the same 

demeaning task for one another [John 13.12-15], and later that evening 

commanded them to love another, adding if they didn’t, they weren’t his 

friends [John 15.12-14]. For the last 1600 years, the disciples of Jesus 

have been commemorated in frescoes, paintings, statues and stained glass 

windows. Churches, cathedrals and children are named after them. In the 

Roman Catholic Church, “Saint” is affixed before their names. They’re 

not remembered because of their personal issues with one another. They 

are remembered because they followed Jesus Christ. Every saint has a 

past. Every sinner has a future. The church is not a showcase for saints, 

but a hospital for sinners. If the church was only a human institution, 

humans would have destroyed it long ago. 

When Jesus first called Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John, they 

had no idea of what awaited, even less how they would die. The Book of 

Acts [12.1-2] tells us that James was beheaded. Very strong tradition tells 

us that Peter was crucified upside down in Rome, and that Andrew was 

crucified on an X-shaped cross in Greece. Only John apparently died of 

natural causes, an old man in exile on the island of Patmos in the 

Mediterranean Sea. But if they couldn’t foretell the time or means of their 

own deaths—neither can we—neither could they foretell the glories they 

would behold, on earth and in heaven, once they decided to follow Jesus. 
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Neither can we. If we follow the Lord Jesus unto death, the suffering is 

quite possible, but the eternal glory is ordained. 

They cast their nets in Galilee 
Just off the hills of brown 
Such happy simple fisherfolk 
Before the Lord came down 
Contented peaceful fishermen 
Before they ever knew 
The peace of God That fill’d their hearts 
Brimful and broke them too. 
Young John who trimmed the flapping sail, 
Homeless, in Patmos died. 
Peter, who hauled the teeming net, 
Head-down was crucified. 
The peace of God, it is no peace, 
But strife closed in the sod, 
Yet, Christians, pray for but one thing– 
The marvelous peace of God. 
       William Alexander Percy, 1924 

 
 May the marvelous peace of God be with us all. 
 
           Amen. 
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