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The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world! This is he of whom I said, ‘After me comes a man who 
ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing 
with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to Israel.” And John testified, “I saw the 
Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. I myself did not know him, 
but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit 
descend and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ And I myself have seen and 
have testified that this is the Son of God.” The next day John again was standing with two of his 
disciples, and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 

The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. When Jesus turned and saw 
them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which 
translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” He said to them, “Come and see.” They 
came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four 
o’clock in the afternoon. One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 
Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and 
said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter) 

 
 The Gospel of John begins like this: “In the beginning was the Word, and the 

Word was with God, and the Word was God.” In that context, what does “Word” 

mean? 

 It helps to consider what it meant for the early Church, and especially for the 

congregations for whom John’s Gospel was written. In all likelihood, they were a 

very learned group of Greek-speaking Jewish Christians. The Greek term for 

“Word” is logos, which was understood to encompass wisdom and reason and 

manifested itself in wise and thoughtful speech. We get words like “logical” and 

“logistics” from logos. The Jewish philosopher Philo, who lived at the same time as 

Jesus, said this Word, logos, was two things. First, it was the divine force in 

Creation. Do you remember how the Bible begins? 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
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And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the 
deep.  
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
And God said, “Let there be light”: and there was light.  [Genesis 1.1-3] 

 

 God said. How do we say anything? With words. How did God create? By 

saying; by the divine Word. 

 Philo also said that the Word, logos, was the intermediary between God and 

human beings. Since God is God and we are not, we need that intermediary—a 

bridge between the human and the divine, between the Creator and we, the 

creatures—in order to comprehend God at all. The Greek-speaking Jewish 

Christians for whom John’s Gospel was first written understood what was intended 

from the opening declaration: 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  [John 
1.1-3] 
 

 Now, the Gospel of John goes on to say, that divine Word has come to us to 

the world in the person of Jesus Christ: 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. [John 1.14] 
 

 The theological term for “the Word became flesh”—for the divine becoming 

human—is  “incarnation.” 

 We’ve talked a fair bit about the binaries in the Bible—two things that are 

different, but essential and complementary to each other: heaven and earth, law and 

grace, crucifixion and resurrection, justice and mercy, male and female. The most 
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consequential Biblical binary is the one in which we confess that Jesus Christ is 

fully God and fully human, Son of God and child of Mary. If the other three 

Gospels—Matthew, Mark and Luke—emphasize Jesus’ human nature, the Gospel 

of John emphasizes his divinity. Which means that there are many things in John’s 

Gospel that will mystify and challenge us more than the other Gospels. 

 John’s Gospel also talks about the prophet who proclaimed that the divine 

Word had come. That prophet was named John, whom we call “John the Baptist” to 

distinguish him from John the Presbyterian or John the Methodist. Kidding. 

Actually, because there are so many people in the Gospels with the same names—a 

lot of Marys, a bunch of Johns and various James’—they are given identifying 

titles. We call this particular John “the Baptist” because he baptized people. John 

the Baptist is one of the most clearly defined people in the scriptures. His parents 

were Zechariah and Elizabeth. He lived in the wilderness, he wore clothes made 

from camel hair, he ate locusts and wild honey, he was ferocious in his preaching 

and he was beheaded by Herod Antipas. He also told people they needed to repent, 

and he baptized multitudes of them as a sign their sins had been washed away. 

 At the time of today’s scripture, John the Baptist was in an obscure little town 

called Bethany on the east bank of the Jordan River (not to be confused with the 

Bethany near Jerusalem where the sisters Martha and Mary lived with their brother 

Lazarus). A delegation of religious leaders from the Temple had heard about John’s 

work and sought him out. They wanted to know who he was. Was he the Messiah 

whom Isaiah first prophesied about 700 years before—the Anointed One, the 

Christ? No, said John, he wasn’t. Well, then, was he the prophet Elijah come back 

to earth? Elijah was considered the greatest of all prophets; 900 years earlier, 

scripture said, he had been carried off in a chariot of fire into heaven by a whirlwind 
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[II Kings 2.11]. The last verses of the Old Testament declared that someday Elijah 

would return  

…before the great and terrible day of the Lord comes. And he will turn 
the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their 
fathers, lest I come and smite the land with a curse. [Malachi 4.5] 
 
 

 Even today, in every Jewish Passover meal, a place is set for Elijah, in case he 

should return. But John said, no, he was not Elijah, either, which led to the next 

question: “Are you the Prophet?” There had been many prophets, but they were 

referring to The Prophet, a reference to Moses’ farewell address to the Israelites in 

the wilderness [Deuteronomy 18.15]. They were about to cross the Jordan River 

into the Promised Land; Moses was about to die. But he promised the people he had 

led out of slavery in Egypt—the people whose bickering and complaining and 

backsliding he had put up with for 40 years—that the Lord would raise up a Prophet 

like himself from among them, and that this Prophet would, like Moses, speak the 

words of the Lord. That had happened 1300 years before. Clearly, the Jews were a 

people who were used to waiting—700 years for a Messiah, 900 years for Elijah to 

come back, 1300 years for a Prophet like Moses to return. But John said he was not 

the Messiah, he was not Elijah, he was not that successor to Moses known as the 

Prophet. 

 “So who are you?” the committee pressed him. “If you are not the Messiah, 

Elijah or the Prophet, who exactly are you?” 

 “Oh,” John said, “I’m just a voice crying in the wilderness. I’m not even fit to 

tie the shoes of the One who is to come. You don’t know him, but I do. He’s 

nearby.” Notice the modesty. There is, as G.K. Chesterton said, a great freedom that 

comes from realizing that you’re not the most important person in the world. 



JOHN 1.29-42  5 

 By the time of our scripture, John had already baptized Jesus. Matthew, Mark 

and Luke go into great detail about Jesus’s baptism, the beginning of his divine 

mission. Where the Gospel of John picks up the narrative, that baptism has already 

occurred. John the Baptist had seen the Holy Spirit come upon Jesus and knew who 

Jesus was. The day after his discussion with the Temple representatives, John was 

standing with two of his disciples. I need to say here that the word for “disciple” in 

New Testament Greek is mathetes, which basically means “student” or “pupil.” Its 

root is manthano, “to learn.” That doesn’t just mean someone who just sits in a 

classroom staring out the window, or covertly checking their text messages, but 

someone who directs his or her mind to the teacher because they realize that what is 

being taught is of great importance. When Jesus appeared on the scene, John 

pointed him out to two of his disciples and said, “Look, here’s the Lamb of God!” 

Being called the “Lamb of God” was not like winning the lottery. The great event in 

the history of the Jews had been the Exodus, when God led the Israelites out of 

slavery in Egypt. To compel Pharaoh to let them go, the Book of Exodus says the 

angel of death slew the first-born of Egypt. But the first-born of the Hebrews were 

saved because their families had sacrificed a lamb, spread the blood of the lamb on 

their doorposts, and the angel of death had passed over their homes. That was the 

basis for Passover [Exodus 11 and 12]. Centuries later, Isaiah foretold the coming 

of a Suffering Savior, the One who was to come and save Israel: 

But he was wounded for our transgressions,  
Crushed for our iniquities; 
Upon him was the punishment 
That made us whole, 
And by his bruises we are healed… 
the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted… 
Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter.   [Isaiah 53.4-7] 
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 When John told his two disciples that the man passing by was the Lamb of 

God, they understood the reference. When Jesus noticed them trailing him, he 

asked, “What are you looking for?” They addressed him as “Teacher” asked where 

he was staying. He told them to follow, and they did. It was about four o’clock in 

the afternoon; the kind of compelling detail that could only come from someone 

who was there. We do know the name of one of the people who followed Jesus that 

day. It was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, whom all the Gospels agree was 

the first of the apostles. Andrew brought his brother Simon, whom Jesus would call 

“Peter” [Kephas in Aramaic], which means “rock.” Incidentally, you may have 

wondered why the symbol for the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is an X 

inside a red chalice. The red chalice is because we take the Lord’s Supper weekly. 

The X is the kind of cross—“a St. Andrew’s cross”—on which Andrew was 

supposedly crucified. We don’t have patron saints, but if we did, it would be 

Andrew, Jesus’ first disciple and the first evangelist. 

 So, we know that Andrew followed Jesus that day, and then fetched his 

brother Simon Peter. But we don’t know the name John the Baptist’s other disciple 

who joined Andrew in following Jesus. Many scholars believe that he may have 

been the mysterious figure in the Gospel of John known as the Beloved Disciple (or 

“the disciple whom Jesus loved”), who was the primary source, if not necessarily 

the final editor, of the Gospel of John. The Gospel’s high praise of John the Baptist 

at the very beginning certainly suggests that the author was a disciple of John’s 

before he became a disciple of Jesus [John 1.6-9]. Whoever that second disciple 

was, it is interesting how quickly the call of the Holy Spirit changed the lives of 

Andrew, Simon Peter and the unnamed disciple. In the Gospels of Matthew, Mark 

and Luke, the original disciples (Andrew, Peter, James and John) are singled out 
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because of their vocation as fishermen. Jesus invited them to come fish for people. 

It was like a job offer. “Hey, if you’re tired of sweltering in this boat, and trying to 

scratch out a living; if you’re tired of your back aching all the time because of those 

heavy nets; if you never know what the market price for your catch is going to be 

and you reek so much of fish that the only ones who want to be around you are the 

cats, then follow me. I’ll take you off the assembly line and put you in Human 

Resources.” But in the Gospel of John, they follow Jesus not for the job offer, but 

because the Holy Spirit moves them to do. The Holy Spirit is active throughout. 

The Spirit fell upon Jesus at his baptism. John the Baptist, who had been looking for 

the Messiah, rejoiced because the Spirit led him to Jesus. Andrew, who had been a 

fisherman and a disciple of John the Baptist, was moved by the Spirit to drop 

everything in order to follow Jesus, and later died in his service and to his glory. 

And the Beloved Disciple, if that is who the other person was, was inspired by the 

Spirit to bear witness in the Gospel of John. Some say that life is what happens 

when you’re planning something else. But true life is what happens when the Holy 

Spirit gets hold of you and says, “This is what I want you to do. It may not be what 

you want to do, and the road I lead you on will have more than its share of trials and 

burdens. But if you follow me, you will glorify God, and serve God’s people. You 

will stumble from wonder unto wonder unto wonder, and every wonder will be 

true.” 

 Just as Jesus’ ministry began with baptism, so does ours. Baptism is the 

preamble to a life of discipleship. Jesus, in the great commission at the end of 

Matthew, said to his gathered disciples, “Go and make disciples of all the nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you” [Matthew 28.18-20]. 

You disciples, go make more disciples. Baptize them and then teach them so that 
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they can baptize and teach others and make more disciples of Jesus Christ. Do you 

know what the first commandment in the Bible is? It is in the very first chapter of 

Genesis: “Be fruitful and multiply” [Genesis 1.28]. That is what being a disciple of 

Jesus Christ means. It means being fruitful and multiplying by baptizing and 

teaching in order to make more disciples of Jesus Christ. 

 But before there is discipleship—even before there is baptism—there has to 

be a letting go, a surrendering of self. Something called people to repent and come 

to John the Baptist that their sins might be washed away. Maybe they were tired of 

their lives; maybe they were sick of their sins; maybe they thought God wanted 

more for them; maybe they knew that God had plans for them that were greater than 

their own. Before they came to be baptized, they were letting something go. Ruth 

Graham, the late wife of Billy Graham, contended with a grave illness the final 

years of her life. He wrote a poem about her prayer life at that time. It is called 

“Letting Go:” 

The road that lay like lead lifted; 
 instead: peace. 
The dread that hung fog thick, gray, 
 faded away; 
and with release, day. 
 The trial the same… 
unsolved, but this: 
 now it is His. 
 

 “The trial the same, unsolved, but now it is His.” Giving even our pain to God 

is a letting go, a surrender of self. But now, it is His. Now, it is His. Now it is. 

 Now, we are His. 

           Amen. 
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