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Advent Schedule 
First Sunday of Advent - November 27: 

Hanging of the Greens 
“Bliss“ - Isaiah 2:1-5 - Rev. Renee Hoke 
5:00-7:00 pm - Advent Workshop in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesday - November 30 
6:00 pm - Neighborhood Worship “Reason for the Season” 

Redemption of Scrooge I - in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Second Sunday of Advent - December 4 
“The Peaceable Kingdom…[As If]!“ - Isaiah 11:1-9 - Dr. David Hartman 
Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Ministries - Collection items are: cereal 

and macaroni & cheese 
12:00 Noon - Prime Timers Luncheon in the Fellowship Hall 

 

Wednesday - December 7 
6:00 pm - Neighborhood Worship “Reason for the Season” 

Redemption of Scrooge II - in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Third Sunday of Advent - December 11 
10:45 am - Chancel Choir Cantata “A Celebration of Carols” 
   - One service only in the Sanctuary 
Christmas Offering to be received 

 

Monday - December 12 
12:00 Noon - Christian Women’s Fellowship Luncheon in the 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Wednesday - December 14 
6:00 pm - Christmas Fellowship Dinner & Children’s Pageant in the 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 18 
“God With Us“ - Matthew 1:18-25 - Rev. Renee Hoke 
Christmas Offering to be received 
5:00-7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 

 

Wednesday - December 21 
5:00-7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 
6:00 pm - Neighborhood Worship “Reason for the Season” 

Redemption of Scrooge III - in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Thursday - December 22 
5:00-7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Rehearsal in the Sanctuary 

 

Christmas Eve - December 24 
6:00 pm & 11:00 pm - Christmas Eve Worship in the Sanctuary 

 

Christmas - December 25 
Dr. David Hartman, preaching 
One Worship Service at 10:45 am in the Fellowship Hall 
  Coffee, donuts, blessing of the toys 
No Sunday School or Sunday Evening Activities 

 

Monday - December 26 
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed 
Children Come First & Young Ages School Closed All Week 

TRAIN UP A CHILD IN THE 
WAY SHE SHOULD GO 

 It was quite a weekend for little 
Kinsley Burross. On Saturday morning 
she participated in her first mission 
project. For parents Kyle and Ashley, it 
is important that right from the 
beginning Kinsley and big brother 
Konner understand what it means to 
follow Jesus. So the family bundled up 
on a cold November morning and 
delivered Thanksgiving baskets to their 
neighbors in need. The next day, little 
Kinsley listened with rapt attention to 
her pastor Dr. Hartman as she was 
dedicated to God in worship. May God 
bless Kinsley and all the children who 
learn to follow Jesus through faithful 
parents and the ministry of First 
Christian Church. 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
by Senior Minister Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

THE FIRST THANKSGIVING…? 
 Tradition says the first Thanksgiving took place at Plymouth 
Colony in 1621. Christian Pilgrims from England and Native 
American Wampanoags (whose generosity enabled the colony 
to survive its first year) joined together in peace for a great feast. 
Those who shared the meal probably saw it more as a “harvest 
home” celebration, common in England; the oldest records do 
not indicate the word “Thanksgiving” was used in connection 
with that particular banquet. But it was used two years later, in 
1623, when the Pilgrims experienced what seems (especially 
from here) to be a miracle. In the words of Governor William 
Bradford in his History of Plymouth Plantation, 

A great drought continued from the third week in May, till 
about the middle of July, without any rain and with great 
heat for the most part, insomuch as the corn began to 
wither away …at length it began to languish sore, and some 
of the drier grounds were parched like withered hay, part 
whereof was never recovered. Upon which they set apart a 
solemn day of humiliation [fasting] to seek the Lord by 
humble and fervent prayer in this great distress. And He 
was pleased to give them a gracious and speedy answer, 
both to their own and the Indians’ admiration that lived 
amongst them. For all the morning, and greatest part of the 
day, it was clear weather and very hot, and not a cloud or 
any sign of rain to be seen; yet toward evening it began to 
overcast, and shortly after to rain with such sweet and 
gentle  showers  as  gave  them  cause  of  rejoicing  and 

blessing God. It came without either wind or thunder or any 
violence, and by degrees in that abundance as that the 
earth was thoroughly wet and soaked therewith. Which did 
so apparently revive and quicken the decayed corn and 
other fruits, as was wonderful to see, and made the Indians 
astonished to behold. And afterwards the Lord sent them 
such seasonable showers…as, through His blessing, caused 
a fruitful and liberal harvest, to their no small comfort and 
rejoicing. For which mercy, in time convenient, they also set 
apart a day of thanksgiving… 

 
 But wait! Some recalcitrant types from my home state of 
Virginia say the first Thanksgiving—a meal shared with the local 
indigenous people in concert  with a service praising God—
actually took place on December 4, 1619, near Jamestown. But 
wait! I read this morning that the first Thanksgiving was actually 
a Catholic Mass held by Spanish settlers in what is now St. 
Augustine, Florida, on September 8, 1565, which was followed 
by a meal shared with members of the Timuca tribe. 
 Whatever the original date, giving thanks to God for the 
blessings we have received is appropriate at any time. May 
Thanksgiving, 2016, be a time of peace, hope, and gratitude for 
the many blessings God has bestowed upon us. I thank God for 
the unceasing blessing of our church family. Peace be with you, 
my brothers and sisters in Christ. 
         Dave 

 Join us on December 11 at 10:45am for one service in the Sanctuary as our 
Chancel Choir presents A Celebration of Carols by Joseph Martin. 
 This cantata is filled to overflowing with beloved carols and original seasonal 
songs that tell the story of Christ’s birth, a story adorned with beautiful 
arrangements, meaning scriptures, and congregational hymns. Songs include A 
Christmas Overture; O Come, All Ye Faithful; A Prayer for Advent; People of  
Promise, Arise!; Song of Hope and Joy; Lullabies of Bethlehem; Angels We  
                            Have Heard on High; Carols for Seekers; Let Christmas  
                            Begin; and A Christmas  
                           Trilogy. Your Christmas  
                            season will be blessed by this  
                            gift of music from our choir! 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 Thanksgiving Holiday: The Church Building, Offices 
and All Programs will be CLOSED on Thursday & Friday, 
November 24-25th. 
 
 The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the Colleges, 
Universities, Seminaries, and Divinity Houses affiliated with the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). There are 14 
undergraduate colleges and 7 theological seminaries. These 
learning communities are an extension of the church, 
challenging students to understand and respond to God’s call to 
serve. This is a season in which we receive many opportunities 
for giving. Please consider a small donation to this one as we 
are feeling thankful for our ministers and their excellent training 
as we receive the Thanksgiving Offering this Sunday, November 
27th. 
 
 Advent Workshop: A Family Tradition For 
Generations: The holy season of Advent begins with the 
aroma of stew simmering in the church kitchen, cornbread fresh 
out of the oven, trays of Christmas cookies, and the sight of 
colorful craft tables where volunteers will guide little ones in 
constructing crafts that teach the story of Christmas on Sunday, 
November 27, 5-7 pm, in Fellowship Hall. Donations are 
appreciated to cover the cost of the meal and craft supplies. 
(Kids menu includes chicken nuggets.) If you are a crafter who 
would like to help at one of the tables, call the church office to 
volunteer. 
 
 Finding Support When Your Life is ON 
HOLD. Sometimes it’s described as the “sandwich 
generation”—most often women (but sometimes men) whose 
days are divided between care for aging parents and assisting 
grown children and their families.  
 First Christian Church and First Methodist Church are 
collaborating on a new ministry of encouragement for those 
caring for multiple generations of loved ones. We’ve named the 
new program ON HOLD/A Support Group for Caregivers of All 
Kinds. At least once a month we’ll gather in an informal home 
setting for lunch and conversation with others who understand 
exactly what you’re up against. There will be time for laughter, 
sympathy, and a reminder that you’re not alone. 
 Our hosts will be Kris Gossom and Kathy Gilbert who just 
happen to be next door neighbors. The first gathering will be 
Tuesday, November 29, at 2414 Barbados. A simple lunch will 
be available between 11:30 am and 1:30 pm so that you can 
drop by at the time that works for you. Bring a friend, or just 
yourself, and join us. 
 
 Tea at Two on Tuesdays! Claudine Farrell & 
Renee Hoke are hosting a gathering for women on Tuesday 
afternoons until December 20th then we will most likely resume 
in February. Bring your favorite tea cup and join us Tuesdays at 
2 pm in the Church Parlor. There will be hot tea, tasty treats, and 
a guided conversation using Joyce Rupp’s wonderful book “The 
Cup of our Life: A Guide for Spiritual Growth.” Everyone is 
welcome—bring a friend or neighbor! 
 
 The Redemption Of Scrooge: Wednesdays in 
Advent: 10:30 am in Room 310, 6:00 pm at The Neighborhood 
 Is there an intersection between Charles Dickens’ A 
Christmas Carol and the Gospel? You bet! Beginning 
Wednesday, November 30, Renee Hoke will lead a four week 
study of Matt Rawle’s new book The Redemption of Scrooge. 
Choose the morning group at 10:30 am, the evening group at 6 
pm, or mix and match. Join us as we explore how the world of 
Ebenezer Scrooge, Tiny Tim and the Crachits speaks to our 
Christian faith. 
 

 Memorable Moments: Selected Poems and Other 
Writings by Sheri A. Sutton 
 Sheri A. Sutton will hold a book signing in 
the church library on Sunday, December 4th, 
from 9:15-10:45a.m. for her recently released 
book, Memorable Moments. Although she 
departs from her traditional devotional script in 
her fourth book, the selected writings are 
cloaked in a meditative awareness of a power 
beyond ourselves. Memorable Moments 

focuses on those moments in our lives that give meaning to the 
ordinary and transform us. 
 “Poetry gives us a way to express what we often cannot 
express in conversation,” Sheri writes. “Although poetry is 
developed through our own experiences, or perhaps our 
perceived experiences, it exposes an intimacy that we cannot 
bear otherwise. 
 Of course, poetry is subjective. We do not all like the same. 
Sometimes the poet has one destination in mind, and the reader 
arrives at another. Often times, the content of the poem does not 
resonate with the reader. However, poetry often speaks to us 
when nothing else does. It connects us to mankind and asks us 
to recognize and accept the human condition in all of us.” 
 Her books are also available at www.amazon.com/author/
sheriasutton. 
 
 Open Flower Dates: If you would like to donate the 
flowers for the worship service in the Sanctuary, the following 
date is open: December 4. Call Peggy Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 
781-2426, to donate. 
 
 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as possible 
with our Member News, so if you know about an honor someone 
received, an important event in someone’s life, or about an 
illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at URHCS is Anna Hainline; at Baylor-Dallas 
is Anita Mills; at Windmill Rehab is Jimmie Shirley. Released 
and back home is Colleen James. 

Our sympathies are extended to Sheila & Craig Reynolds 
& Family on learning of the death of her mother, Mildred “Mil” 
Dinnin, on November 20th. Services will be held on Saturday, 
November 26th, at 2:00 pm in the Sanctuary. 

We extend our condolences to Barbara Gary & Family on 
learning of the death of her uncle, Richard Fulmer, on November 
14th, in Greenville, SC. 

Please join Betty & Bud Rafuse at 2770 Maverick Trail on 
Sunday, December 4th, for their Annual Christmas Open House 
from 5 pm to 8 pm. 
 
 Time To Order Poinsettias! We will be using 100 
poinsettias to decorate the Chapel & Sanctuary for Advent. If 
you would like to furnish one in memory or honor of a loved one, 
please fill out the form below and return it with your check to the 
church office. The poinsettias are $8.00 each and the deadline 
to order is December 4th. 
 

Donor ______________________________________________ 
 

In memory/honor of ___________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of ___________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of ___________________________________ 
 (circle one) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
For Office use only: date received______________________# ordered_________ 
 

Total paid__________________________ Cash / Check #___________________ 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Meredith Buckley, Interim Director of Children & Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Rev. Dave Brummett, Director of Recovery Ministries 613-2112 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
The Neighborhood (Nov. 16). . . . .48 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121 
8:40  Worship. . . 37  10:45 Worship. . .194 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 231 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 30 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 11/20/16 $15,481.00 
Through Nov. 14: Income $634,223.93 Expenses $714,309.56 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

“Bliss” 
Isaiah 2:1-5 

Rev. Renee Hoke 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray that believers in Bahrain will take every opportunity God 
gives them to share the gospel. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Susan Buckley, Kenn Hill; Cathy Gately, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Jody Brannon, Shirley Craft, Jon Hartman 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Billy Thacker & Catherine Earley 
NOVEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Jody & Brandi Brannon, Kay Jackson, June Lemmon, James 
Poole, Billy Thacker, Catherine Earley, Caitlin Hartman, 
Kathleen Lauck, Michael Pettibon, Sandra Whatley, Lee 
DeVilbiss, Jill Griffin, Jon Hartman, Debbie & Mark Turnbow, 
Luke Ward. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, November 27, 2016   
HANGING OF THE GREENS 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
3:15 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
NO Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
NO Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403) 
5:00-7:00 Advent Workshop (Fellowship Hall) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Rm 307) 
NO Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Scout Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Group: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
Monday, November 28, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 
2:00 Tea at Two (Parlor) 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
Wednesday, November 30, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:00-7:30 Food Truck (Outside Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
 [Young Disciples (K-5th) meets 6:30-8pm in Rm 402 
 & Chi Rho & CYF (6th-12th) meets 7-8pm in Rm 403] 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, December 1, 2016 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
6:00-8:00 World Outreach Ministry Party for ARC  
   (Fellowship Hall) 
Saturday, December 3, 2016 
4:00-10:00 Youth hosted Parents Night Out (Activities/Gym Area) 


