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GROW ONE CHALLENGE 
PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER THE 2017 GROW ONE CHALLENGE TO INCREASE YOUR 

ESTIMATE OF GIVING TO OUR CHURCH BY  1 – PERCENT OF YOUR ANNUAL INCOME.  
Thank you! 

2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
Sunday, November 6th 

Rev. Renee Hoke, Preaching 
Sunday, November 13th 

Dr. David Hartman, Preaching 
Commitment Sunday, November 20th 

Dr. David Hartman & Rev. Renee Hoke, Preaching 
Thanksgiving Fellowship Luncheon @Noon 

With Fried Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, gravy, green beans, salad & dessert. 
We hope you’ll join us for a great meal and fellowship! 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!  



IN PURSUIT OF THE PERFECT 
CUP OF TEA 
By Rev. Renee Hoke 

 
 For some time now, I’ve 
been a devoted admirer of 
chintz tea cups and saucers. 
Here’s a bit of background in 
case you’re wondering what 
I’m talking about. According to 
The Wise Collector, the term 
"chintz" has its origins in India 
(the Indian word was chintes), 
and was originally the name for 
a cotton fabric with an all-over 
floral print in vibrant colors. By 
the beginning of the Edwardian 
era (prior to WWI), serving and 
drinking tea or eating off fine 
English china in these floral 
patterns was the rage. Its 
revival in the 1990s as a hot 
collectible meant dealers and 
collectors hunted avidly for the 
prettiest or the most unusual 
patterns. Although the china 
with the tiny all-over flower 
pattern has been produced 
around the world (including 
Germany, Japan, 
Czechoslovakia and now 
China), the most sought-after 
vintage versions are from the 
Staffordshire factories in 
England. Chintz fabric was 
extremely popular during the 
late 1800s and the first two or 
three decades of the 20th 
century. Matching one's tea 
service to one's linens or 
upholstery seemed to be 
marketing genius. American 
distributors eagerly joined the 
trend by requesting entire 
dinner services. 
 The timing for my 
admiration of chintz china was 
unfortunate. If only I had 
discovered chintz china in the 
1980’s. Prices were more 
reasonable then and I might 
have become a collector. But 
alas! I waited until the 1990’s 
when the Chintz China Revival 
was in full swing and prices 
went through the roof. So I 
remain an admirer of chintz 
china  and  sip  my tea  from 

          lesser cups. 
 There is something so civilized about sipping tea from 
a china cup and saucer. That’s the person I want to be, 
the one who takes the time to brew a pot of tea and enjoy 
the fragrance as I sit by the window with a book open in 

my lap. So far, I am not that person but I’m not giving up 
on becoming that person. There’s still time! 
 That’s why beginning November 15, Claudine Ferrell 
and I will be hosting a simple gathering in the church 
parlor every Tuesday afternoon at two. There will be 
fragrant hot tea and Claudine will prepare something tasty 
to eat. Once we have settled in, I will lead a conversation 
based on Joyce Rupp’s wonderful book The Cup of Our 
Life:  A Guide for Spiritual Growth. 
 The admission for this gathering is simple: bring your 
favorite tea cup!  Each of us will use a cup from home 
which will help us reflect on God’s presence in our lives. 
Friends and neighbors are always welcome. And don’t 
worry about an RSVP—just come. Drop by for a cup of tea 
with friends. 
 

Tea at Two: Tuesdays at 2 pm 

in the Church Parlor beginning November 15 

 
 Plans are already underway to address the vacancy 
on the church staff. Justin Dickey, the former Director of 
Children and Youth Ministry, has moved to Jacksonville, 
Florida, where his wife, Erin, will serve as Senior Minister 
of Riverside Christian Church. Last week the FCC 
Executive Council asked Harry Tonemah to chair the 
Search Committee that will seek a new person to lead 
our ministry to children and youth. In the interim, 
Meredith Buckley has been hired to serve part-time as 
Interim Director of Children and Youth Ministries. 
 Meredith is completing her final semester at TCU.  
She will graduate in December with a Bachelor of 
Science in Child Development and a minor in Speech-
Language Pathology. During her time at TCU Meredith 
has served as a camp counselor at Disciples Crossing, 
as a nursery teacher at University Christian Church, and 
as a volunteer at Ronald McDonald house. She is 
founder and president of Texas Christian Child Life 
Organization, which offers support and assistance to 
individuals seeking certification as a Child Life Specialist.  
Meredith was also fundraising coordinator for Alpha Delta 
Pi. 
 Watch for Meredith this weekend and welcome her 
on board. We are excited to have such a talented young 
woman serving the children, youth and families of FCC 
during this transition in leadership. 

FCC EXECUTIVE 
COUNCIL  
APPROVES  
MEREDITH 
BUCKLEY AS 
INTERIM  
DIRECTOR OF 
CHILDREN AND 
YOUTH  
MINISTRIES 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

 Welcome New Members! It was a joy to 
welcome Austin & Felicia Laurence into our fellowship this 
past Sunday by private statement of transfer. Austin & 
Felicia have two children, Serinity Hye (a 2nd grader) and 
Maximus Hye (a 1st grader). Austin works for AT&T. The 
Laurence family contact information is 4709 Taft Blvd 
#704, 76308, 940-235-0529. Welcome, Austin, Felicia, 
Serinity & Maximus! 
 
 This Sunday, November 6th, is All Saints 
Sunday, and the following members of First Christian 
who have passed away during this past year will be 
remembered: Inis Dudenhoeffer, Paulette Clapp, Betty 
Etoch, Corliss Wyatt, Harriet Wearth, Rev. Jim Zug, Doris 
Robbins, Gretta Robb, Yvonne Self, Roger Hill, Glenn 
Tole, Linda Jensen, and Bertha McCrossan. If you know 
of anyone missing from this list, please call Susan in the 
church office, 692-2282. 
 
 All-American Fellowship Luncheon will be 
this Sunday, November 6th, at Noon in Fellowship Hall. 
We will be celebrating Veterans Day, Election Day, and 
the Country We Love. Menu will be All-American Meatloaf 
with all the trimmings. Cost is by donation. Make your 
reservations in worship this Sunday or by calling the 
Church Office. 
 
 Daylight Savings Time Ends this Sunday, 
November 6th! Remember to turn your clocks back ONE 
hour Saturday night! 
 
 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Ministries will be  
this Sunday, November 6th. Items for collection will be 
stuffing and macaroni & cheese. IMI and Outreach 
appreciate your gifts to this project each month. 
 
 Thanksgiving Baskets: It is time to start 
assembling Thanksgiving baskets. Our goal this year is 
75 baskets. Grocery bags to be filled are available for pick 
up in the church office or this Sunday in the Narthex of 
both the Chapel & Sanctuary. Filled bags must be 
returned to the church by Wednesday, November 16th. 
 
 Tea At Two Premieres November 15! 
Who doesn’t love a fragrant cup of tea on a cool autumn 

afternoon? Claudine Farrell and Renee Hoke are hosting 
a new gathering for women on Tuesday afternoons 
beginning November 15. Bring your favorite tea cup and 
join us Tuesdays at 2 pm in the Church Parlor. There will 
be hot tea, tasty treats, and a guided conversation using 
Joyce Rupp’s wonderful book “The Cup of our Life: A 
Guide for Spiritual Growth.” Everyone is welcome—bring a 
friend or neighbor! 
 
 November Meetings: will be as follows: 
Monday, November 7th:  

Evangelism at 5:45 pm, Rm 405 
World Outreach at 7:00 pm, Rm 310 

Tuesday, November 8th:  
Property at 6:00 pm, Rm 306 

Tuesday, November 15th:  
Prayer Team for Persecuted Church at 5:00 pm, Rm 310 

Membership at 5:30 pm, Rm 405 
Education at 6:00 pm, Rm 308 

Stewardship at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 
Worship at 7:00 pm, Rm 405 

Tuesday, November 22nd:  
Executive Council at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 

 If you will need childcare, please RSVP to the church 
office, 692-2282, by noon on Mondays, November 7th, 
14th, & 21st. 
 
 First Time Guests! We are excited to report 
that the following persons visited for the first time this past 
Sunday: Hailey Wilks. 
 
 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as 
possible with our Member News, so if you know about an 
honor someone received, an important event in 
someone’s life, or about an illness or death, please call 
the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at Hospice is Mil Dinnin (no visitors, 
please); at URHCS is Jimmie Shirley; at Windmill Rehab 
is Joe Etoch. Released and back home are Linda C. Carr 
& Elizabeth Powers. 

Our sympathies are extended to Wanda Boyles & 
Family on learning of the death of her son, Kenneth 
Boyles, on October 26th. 



THE SEASON FOR SHARING 
 Every November, members of First Christian Church mobilize around ministries of compassion. It only makes sense 
in a season of gratitude. If you are new to the congregation, or find yourself with time this year to get involved, you are in 
for a treat. You will experience firsthand the heart of First Christian Church. 
 Choose one or more of these opportunities to love and serve our neighbors: 

COATS FOR KIDS 
 Our Coats for Kids ministry began in 1999. Every 
November, FCC members provide more than 500 new 
coats for boys and girls in Wichita Falls elementary 
school. Sorting coats by size and by elementary school 
takes time and then we need help with deliveries. Here’s 
the schedule: 
 Sunday, November 6 
  3 pm Sorting coats in Sanctuary 
 Sunday, November 13 
  3 pm Sorting coats in Room 306 
 Tuesday-Friday, November 15-18 
  9 am Group coats by school (Room 306)  
     and deliver 
 
 

THANKGSGIVING BASKETS 
 Again this year we’re collecting the ingredients for a 
turkey dinner with all the trimmings. Pick up a shopping 
list in the church office or before/after worship. Return the 
food items to the church no later than Nov. 16. We’ll add 
a turkey, roasting pan, and have everything ready for 
delivery on Saturday morning, November 19. 
 If you can help deliver Thanksgiving baskets, sign up 
by calling the church office. Arrive at the church around 
9:45 am on November 19. We’ll provide a delivery route 
map and a delivery partner if you don’t have one. Plan to 
spend an hour on deliveries and to be richly blessed. 
 
 

YOUNG DISCIPLES SERVE 
AT THE FOOD BANK 

 On Saturday, November 12, from 3-5 pm, children 
(ages kindergarten through fifth grade) and parents will 
help at the Food Bank of Wichita Falls and learn about 
assistance to families in need. 
 
 

PANTRY SUNDAY 
 Through the year, FCC members volunteer their time 
at Interfaith Ministries and collect non-perishable food 
items to keep the Food Pantry well-stocked.  You are 
encouraged to bring food items on the first Sunday of 
every month. On that Sunday, baskets are available 
throughout the church to collect your donations. 
Volunteers collect and deliver the food to Interfaith 
Ministries the following day. 
 
 
Find your place to serve this month! For more information, 

call the church office at (940) 692-2282. 



  

      

 

 

 

Howdy ‐ and welcome to the Stewardship focus por on of this morning’s 
program.  Before I deliver another (hopefully) memorable message, I’d like to 
address one of the elephants in the room.  Dave – that is one, fine mustache! A 

couple of weeks ago, Dave told us that he was bowing his neck against people like me who picked on him 
about his mustache – so I’d just like to say that Tom Selleck’s got nothing on you, Dave. 

      The other elephant in the room would have to be our church’s financial condi on, where we’re 10 
months into our biggest deficit budget in the 126 year history of our church. Fortunately, we’ve got some 
savings from previous years’ budgets to help balance this year’s budget – but that supplement won’t last 
long and the next step would inevitably be to cut programs and/or personnel…which sounds easier than it is 
when you do the math and realize that Property & Personnel make up 84‐percent of our budget. 

     So, at the risk of sounding poli cal…I propose this plan:  1) each one – reach one new member in the next 
year and 2) please prayerfully consider the challenge to increase your 2017 church financial commitment by 
one‐percent of your annual income and accept our 2017 “grow‐one” challenge.   

     Our average annual church a endance has declined over the past 10 years…and our financial 
commitments have also declined as our church membership has aged – gracefully…so the solu on is to 
renew our commitment to bring a friend to church with us like our church has done since 1890.  Financially, 
the solu on is equally simple…do the math and divide your church financial commitment by your annual 
income to determine where you are percentage‐wise…and if you’re at 5 percent – please consider increasing 
to 6 percent, if you’re at 7 percent – please consider increasing to 8 percent, and if you’re at 9 percent – 
please consider increasing to a 10 percent the. 

     A whole bunch of small steps can create one giant leap and con nue the 126 year growth of our ministry 
in our community…the posters popping up around the church tell the story – everyone belongs…everyone 
gives…and everyone receives…and every one of those pictured represent the genera ons that worship here 
and make us one of Texoma’s best and one of the 5 longest las ng churches in this city that faith built. 

     Beginning today and con nuing thru Sunday, November 20, you’ll hear and read Stewardship moments 
and sermons from Dr. Hartman, Reverend Hoke, Board Chair John Buckley and Board Vice‐President Cindy 
Hernandez. In 10 days, you’ll receive your 2017 es mate‐of‐giving card and we ask that you return it to 
church if possible by the Sunday before Thanksgiving, November 20, when we’ll all gather in Fellowship Hall 
for our tradi onal Commitment Sunday lunch.  Please listen carefully, study the Stewardship moments and 
messages re‐printed in the Challenger…and prayerfully consider your family’s ability and willingness to 
financially support our church’s many ministries for 2017…and in advance, thank you for your support. 

Message to the Congregation on 

Sunday, October 30, from Jerry Johnson 

and the FCC Stewardship Committee  



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Meredith Buckley, Interim Director of Children & Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Rev. Dave Brummett, Director of Recovery Ministries 613-2112 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
The Neighborhood (Oct. 26). . . . .61 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 104 
8:40  Worship. . . 41  10:45 Worship. . .186 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 227 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 26 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 10/30/16 $6,353.00 
Through Oct. 31: Income $574,544.65 Expenses $657,884.31 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

Psalm 145:8-21 
Rev. Renee Hoke 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray that Christians in Liberia will focus on sharing the gospel. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Andy Wilson, Polly Tonemah; Kenn Hill, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

James Poole, Kay Jackson, Shirley Craft 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Lee DeVilbiss & Jill Griffin 
NOVEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Jody & Brandi Brannon, Kay Jackson, June Lemmon, James 
Poole, Billy Thacker, Catherine Earley, Caitlin Hartman, 
Kathleen Lauck, Michael Pettibon, Sandra Whatley, Lee 
DeVilbiss, Jill Griffin, Jon Hartman, Debbie & Mark Turnbow, 
Luke Ward. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, November 6, 2016   
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY / STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
PANTRY SUNDAY / DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 All-American Fellowship Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Rm 307) 
5:45 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Scout Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Group: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
Monday, November 7, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
5:45 Evangelism Ministry Meeting (Rm 405) 
7:00 World Outreach Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, November 8, 2016 
ELECTION DAY 
7:00am-7:00pm Chapel open for prayer & communion 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 306) 
Wednesday, November 9, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
11:00 Young Ages School Board Meeting (Parlor) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:00-7:30 Food Truck (Outside Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
 [Young Disciples (K-5th) meets 6:30-8pm in Rm 402 
 & Chi Rho & CYF (6th-12th) meets 7-8pm in Rm 403] 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Friday, November 11, 2016 
VETERANS DAY 
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