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Now in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come 
together it is not for the better but for the worse. For, to begin with, when you come 
together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you; and to some extent I 
believe it. Indeed, there have to be factions among you, for only so will it become 
clear who among you are genuine. When you come together, it is not really to eat 
the Lord’s supper. For when the time comes to eat, each of you goes ahead with 
your own supper, and one goes hungry and another becomes drunk. What! Do you 
not have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you show contempt for the church of 
God and humiliate those who have nothing? What should I say to you? Should I 
commend you? In this matter I do not commend you! 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on 
the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of 
me.” In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of 
me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the 
Lord in an unworthy manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord. 
Examine yourselves, and only then eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For all 
who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink judgment against 
themselves. 
 

 Our church’s full name is First Christian Church of Wichita Falls. We 

are part of a denomination called “The Christian Church (Disciples of 

Christ).” We grew out of a movement in the early 1800’s called the Second 

Great Awakening. The intention of our founders, notably Barton Stone and 

Alexander Campbell, wasn’t to make another denomination, like the 

Presbyterians or the Methodists or the Lutherans. We were supposed to be a 
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movement that brought divided Christianity back together on the basis of the 

New Testament. We started by bringing together the followers of Barton 

Stone and Alexander Campbell. 

 Barton Stone was a Presbyterian minister who oversaw a great spiritual 

awakening in 1801 at the Cane Ridge meeting house in Kentucky. Stone 

invited the other congregations in the Springfield Presbytery to join his 

congregation at their annual communion service. And then Stone decided 

they were still a little sparse on the ground, so he invited the Methodists, too. 

And then the Baptists showed up. And then lots of other people from all 

walks of life appeared, some 20,000 of them, at a time when the entire 

population of Kentucky was only about 200,000. There was preaching on the 

grounds, and communion, and a great deal of spiritual ecstasy and the Cane 

Ridge Revival lasted for a week. Stone and the other ministers in his 

presbytery were so moved by seeing all those different Christians 

worshiping together that they drafted a document called “The Last Will and 

Testament of the Springfield Presbytery,” in which they said they wanted to 

“sink into the Body of Christ at large,” and henceforth to only be known as 

Christians. They also decided to hold communion every worship service 

instead of every year because that’s what the early Church did. Meanwhile, 

over in what is now West Virginia, there was another group led by father 

and son Scots-Irish immigrants, Thomas and Alexander Campbell. They had 

been members of the Old Light Anti-Burger Seceder Presbyterian Church, 

which was the result of about four separate church splits. Alexander 
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Campbell left because in the Old Light Anti-Burger Seceder Presbyterian 

Church you had to be grilled by the elders before you were admitted to 

communion. If you passed—if you gave sufficient evidence that you were 

not a spiritual reprobate—you were given a token and when you placed that 

token on the communion table, you could partake of the bread and wine. His 

final week in the old country, Alexander Campbell left his token on the table 

and walked away. He couldn’t abide the idea that other people would 

determine his spiritual fitness to take communion. When they got to this new 

land with its vast spaces, the Campbells tried being Baptists, because they 

believed, like the Baptists, in baptism by immersion after confession of faith 

in Jesus Christ. But like Barton Stone, they also wanted the Church of Jesus 

Christ to actually be one church. So they started a movement called the 

“Disciples of Christ”, because that was what the followers of Jesus were 

known as before they were called “Christians.” As it says in Acts 11:26: 

“And it was at Antioch that the disciples were first called Christians.” The 

Christians and the Disciples both believed in bringing the Church together 

on the basis of the New Testament. They both believed in believers’ baptism 

by immersion following confession of faith in Jesus Christ. They both 

believed in weekly communion. Though the two movements shared the 

same ideals, very often a town would have both a Christian church and a 

Disciples of Christ church. In 1832, the two movements—the Christians and 

the Disciples—informally merged. But the fact is, Alexander Campbell and 

Barton Stone were very different and didn’t really get along. Campbell was 
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brilliant and judgmental and said a lot of mean things about Barton Stone—

he practically accused him of heresy—while Stone was easy-going and not 

so brilliant and thought Campbell was a mean man who had a lot of things to 

answer for when he stood before God. And just as Alexander Campbell and 

Barton Stone didn’t get along very well, so our two aims of ecumenism 

(joining the divided churches together) and restoration (restoring the original 

New Testament Church) weren’t necessarily compatible aims. After our 

merger in 1831, we survived the Civil War without splitting apart, unlike the 

Baptists and the Presbyterians and the Methodists. Instead, we split apart in 

the late 1800’s into the Churches of Christ and the Christian Churches over 

the use of organs in worship, because the Churches of Christ said there was 

no warrant for instrumental music in the New Testament. And then, in the 

1960’s, we split apart again into the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

and the independent Christian Churches over the issue of restructure. Even 

though a movement that was supposed to bring the body of Christ together 

resulted in three more denominations, there is still something precious in our 

original vision of bringing people together, and moving beyond 

denominations. In fact, the three Presidents who were raised Disciples—

James A. Garfield (who was also a minister), Lyndon Johnson and Ronald 

Reagan—summoned their religious upbringing in the way they approached 

political issues. Though Johnson especially played political hardball, none of 

the three regarded their political opponents as blood enemies to be 

destroyed, but as children of God who could be won over. 
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 Among many churches today, there’s a real movement away from 

using denominational names, which suggests that our founders’ original 

vision may be catching on. Our brothers and sisters in Christ at First Baptist 

Church now advertise as “First Church.” Our brothers and sisters in Christ at 

Colonial Baptist Church now prefer to be called “Colonial Church.” Cowboy 

churches are all Southern Baptist churches, but you wouldn't know it from 

the names; so is Rick Warren’s Saddleback Church, but it’s not publicized. 

What is the most important thing—that we be known for our denomination 

or we that we be known for our Lord? In our early days, we had a lot of 

memorable sayings, like “No creed but Christ” and “Where the scriptures 

speak, we speak; where the scriptures are silent, we are silent.” My personal 

favorite, by Alexander Campbell, is “In faith, unity; in opinions, liberty; in 

all things, love.” In fact, Alexander Campbell was so famous, and our actual 

name so confusing, that we were often called “Campbellites.” There’s a 

story dating from the 1920’s about a traveling salesman who showed up in a 

small town one Sunday morning. He pulled into a gas station and politely 

asked the attendant, “Excuse me, sir, could you please tell me where the 

Christian Church is?” And the attendant said, “Oh, we’ve got a lot of 

Christian churches in town. Over on Main Street, that big brick building is 

the Baptist Church. And one block over, you’ll see the gray stone 

Presbyterian Church. It’s right next door to a white frame Methodist Church 

and just up the road there’s a Catholic Church. You can tell it’s Catholic 

because it’s got a statue of the Virgin Mary in the front lawn.” And the 
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salesman said, “Yes sir, but could you please tell me where the Christian 

Church is?” And the gas station attendant said, “Well, they’re all Christian 

Churches, except for that little Campbellite Church down by the river. The 

people there are always fighting.” 

 So what entitles us to call ourselves First Christian Church instead of 

First Campbellite Church? What gives us the right to assume that other 

churches will recognize us as Christians? Maybe the answer is in the song, 

“They will know we are Christians by our love.” That love is the test as to 

whether our name is true or false. 

 Here at First Christian Church, we take communion every week. It’s 

precious to us. The words of institution our elder recites come from today’s 

scripture reading. “This is my Body broken for you,” Jesus told his disciples; 

“this is my Blood shed for you.” Ponder the words of Jesus in your own life: 

“My body, broken for you; my blood, shed for you.” They are the words of 

our Lord and Savior to the people of God. Jesus’ last supper was 

transformed into the Lord’s Supper, holy communion, the Eucharist, the 

most sacred expression of Christian worship. 

 Now, admittedly, Christians are not of one mind about what Jesus 

meant when he said, “This is my body broken for you; this is my blood shed 

for you.” Roman Catholics believe that the bread and wine of the Eucharist 

become the literal body and blood of Jesus through a miracle called 

“transubstantiation,” a miracle which only an ordained priest is granted the 

spiritual grace to perform. Lutherans believe in what is called 
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“consubstantiation,” in which the bread and wine remain bread and wine, but 

also somehow become the spiritual body and blood of Jesus; Martin Luther 

compared the effect to a red hot poker in a blacksmith’s furnace, which 

remained iron but had also become fire. Other Christians, notably the 

Reformer John Calvin, believed the purpose of the Lord’s Supper was to 

recall the sacrifice of Jesus; indeed, you will see the words “In 

Remembrance of Me” engraved on our communion table. But there is still 

another meaning of the Lord’s Supper, and it is the one that is closest to who 

we are. Remember, Jesus said, “Whenever two or more are gathered 

together in my name, I am with them” [Matthew 18.20]. At no time during 

worship—certainly not during the sermon—are we more spiritually attuned 

to the presence of God than during the Lord’s Supper. So yes, we believe 

Jesus is present during the Lord’s Supper, but not in the bread and cup; 

rather, the living Lord Jesus is present in the communion, the koinonia, that 

occurs between Christ and the people gathered together in his name—a 

communion, a fellowship, so deep that we, the people who share in it, 

become the very Body of Christ. 

 When Paul wrote to the Corinthians about the Lord’s Supper, he was 

upset with them. The original Lord’s Supper began with an actual meal, and 

that continued in the early church. But at the church in Corinth, unlike in the 

Upper Room, the food wasn’t shared. People brought their own meals and 

ate their own meals and the poor who came to the Lord’s Supper went away 

hungry. As Paul wrote in today’s scripture: 
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Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an 
unworthy manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the 
Lord. Examine yourselves, and only then eat of the bread and drink of 
the cup. For all who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat 
and drink judgment against themselves. 

 
 When Paul said, “For all who eat and drink without discerning the 

body, eat and drink judgment upon themselves,” what body was he talking 

about? The Body of Christ. What is the Body of Christ? We are. Even if 

extra grace is required for us to deal with one another, we are called together 

by the Holy Spirit. And by the power of the Holy Spirit, together we become 

far more than the collective sum of our parts—we become the Body of 

Christ. 

 How do we truly incarnate our name as First Christian Church? By 

never forgetting that we are, first, Christians. By never forgetting that we 

belong, first and foremost, to the Lord Jesus Christ. What is the sign of our 

belonging? How will the world know? 

And they’ll know we are Christians 
by our love, by our love, 
Yes, they’ll know we are 
Christians by our love. 

         Amen. 
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