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First Christian Church Presents 

Sunday, October 30th, 2016 
6:00-8:00 pm 

FCC Fellowship Hall 

 This year’s Trunk or Treat will be held on 
Sunday, October 30th, from 6:00-8:00pm in the 
Fellowship Hall! If you would like to volunteer to help 
with game booths, provide a trunk, or help with 
supplies (food/snacks, door prizes, candy for trunks, 
Halloween themed plates/utensils) at this year’s 
event, please contact Cary Thompson, 940-636-
1381, or the Church Office, 940-692-2282, by 
Tuesday, October 25th. 

HOSPICE OF WICHITA FALLS 
HONORS EVA WHITING AND 

MEMORIALIZES JIM ZUG 
 On Tuesday, Eva Whiting was honored for her faithful 
service as a volunteer at Hospice of Wichita Falls. Eva 
has given 2,000 hours of loving and attentive care to 
those in the final stages of life and to their families. Rev. 
Jim Zug was also remembered for his loving and faithful 
life and service. Bricks have been placed in the courtyard 
patio to honor and memorialize them. In the words of our 
Lord and Savior that so truly apply to both of these 
devoted Christians, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant.” 

2017 Stewardship Campaign 
October 30-November 20 

Bounce 
House 



MINISTRY IN A NEW CONTEXT 
By Rev. Renee Hoke 

 
 If you are like me, you have had your fill of political 
polling by now.  I can hardly wait for Election Day.  
Between now and then, my consumption of the news and 
the latest poll results in the presidential race will be limited. 
But there’s a new poll on a different topic that demands the 
attention of those who love the church. 
 It comes from Pew Research, a non-partisan non-profit 
organization dedicated to public opinion research on the 
cultural and religious dynamics shaping American society.  
Before I share with you the title of the recent study, please 
promise me that you will keep reading. We can’t be afraid 
of this information! We must be informed if we are to 
continue to bless the world around us. 
 The title of the study released a month ago is Exodus: 
Why Americans are Leaving Religion—and Why They’re 
Unlikely to Come Back. 
 Remember, you promised to keep reading. 
 The introduction prepared by the researchers begins:  
“The American religious landscape has undergone 
substantial changes in recent years. One of the most 
consequential shifts in American religion has been the rise 
of religiously unaffiliated Americans. The growth of the 
unaffiliated has been fed by an exodus of those who grew 
up with a religious identity.” 
 According to the report, the exodus began slowly in the 
1990’s but the rate of change is accelerating.  Here are just 
a few talking points from the research: 

 25% of Americans claim no formal religious identity, 
making this group the single largest “religious group” in 
the U.S. 

 Nearly one in five Americans has switched from their 
childhood religious identity to become unaffiliated as 
adults. 

  While non-white Protestants and non-Christian 
religious groups have remained fairly stable, white 
Protestants and Catholics have all experienced 
declines, with Catholics suffering the largest decline (-
10%) compared to -5% for white mainline Protestants 
and -2% for white evangelical Protestants.  

 74% of Americans under the age of 50 who were 
raised nonreligious have maintained their lack of 
religious identity in adulthood. 

 54% of unaffiliated Americans who are married report 
that their spouse shares the same religious 
background as they do. A generation ago, unaffiliated 
Americans were much more likely to end up with 
religious spouses.  

 The reasons Americans leave their childhood religion 
are varied, but a lack of belief in the teaching of 
religion was the most commonly cited reason for 
disaffiliation (60%), followed by 32% who report that 
their family was never that religious when they were 
growing up.  

 
 There!  That’s enough to digest for now. 
 In the 50’s and 60’s when I was growing up, we rose 
early every Sunday morning for a hot breakfast and then 
we hurried back to our rooms to put on our church clothes 
and pile into the car.  My dad would be ready early so he 
could stand at the back door announcing the minutes 
remaining until departure.  My brother Mark, the contrarian 
in the family, waited until the rest of the family was in the 
car and my dad was honking the horn. Only then would 
saunter out to the driveway. 
 When we arrived at church, the parking lot was already 
filling up. Every chair was filled in my Sunday School class. 
Every pew was packed in worship. 
 We don’t live in that world any more. I know I’m 
preaching to the choir here, but what do we do with the 
information right in front of us?  One of my responsibilities 
in three years as Area Minister was working with dozens of 
congregations as they searched for new pastors. Every 
one of those search committees believed that calling the 
right pastor would help them reverse the statistics in the 
Pew report. If not a new pastor, “maybe all we need is a 
new worship time, a new worship style, a new format for…” 
 I’ve come to doubt ministry solutions that begins with 
the words “all we need is…” 
 Instead of wishful thinking and nostalgia, what if we 
face the new reality with equal measures of courage and 
creativity. Given the statistics at the beginning of this 
article, we need new ways to measure church vitality in the 
years to come. How will we adapt so that the church can 
flourish in this new cultural context? And how will we bless 
the unaffiliated families and individuals who may never set 
foot in our building? 
 Perhaps our quest begins with a reminder from 
scripture that God has equipped us with all that we need 
for the journey ahead. 

“For God has not given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.” 

2 Timothy 1:7 
 Amen! 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

 Regional Assembly of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) in the Southwest will be October 29-
30th at Northway Christian Church in Dallas TX. For more 
information or to register go to: ccsw.org/ra2016. 
 

 Faith And Current Events Time 
with Dave will be next Sunday, October 23rd, at 6:00 
pm in the Parlor. 
 
 Open Flower Dates: If you would like to donate 
the flowers for the worship service in the Sanctuary, the 
following date is open: October 30. Call Peggy Fitts, 
Flower Coordinator, 781-2426, to donate. 
 
 Fifth Sunday Fellowship Breakfast will be 
Sunday, October 30th, at 9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall.  
 
 

 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as 
possible with our Member News, so if you know about an 
honor someone received, an important event in 
someone’s life, or about an illness or death, please call 
the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at Windmill Rehab is Joe Etoch. 
Released and back home is Weldon Roberts. 

Congratulations to Justin Dickey & Rev. Erin Taylor, 
who were married on Monday, October 17th in the Garden 
of the Cross. The Dickeys will be moving to Jacksonville 
FL on October 24th. 

 

YOUNG AGES PRESCHOOL 
 

KRINGLE DANISH 
 

FALL FUNDRAISER 
OCTOBER 13th – 31st  

 
(Church members may order now) 

 Apple  
 Almond 
 Blueberry 
 Cherry 
 Chocolate Pecan 

 Cream Cheese 
 Pecan 
 Raspberry 
 Cranberry 
 Christmas Kringle 

(Christmas Kringle is a seasonal delight that is layered with 
our chocolate cake filling and a touch of peppermint then 
topped with creamy icing and sprinkled with bits of red velvet 
cake.) 

These delicious pastries make great Christmas gifts. 
They freeze well and only take a few minutes to  

heat up as they are fully cooked. 
 

$14.00 each 
(Kringles will be delivered, fresh,  

the week after Thanksgiving) 
 

Payment is due at the time the order is placed. 
All orders, including payment, are due by 

Monday, October 31st.   
 

Thank you in advance for supporting 
Young Ages Preschool! 

Feed My Flock’s 
Luncheon on October 23rd 

to benefit the 
Chancel Choir’s 

MSU Student Fund 
The Chancel Choir invites you to a luncheon 
following church on October 23. The Feed 
My Flock group has generously offered to 

provide chicken spaghetti, salad, and 
drinks, with Chancel Choir members 

providing desserts, to benefit the Chancel 
Choir’s MSU Student Fund. This fund 

enables the choir to offer small stipends to 
MSU music majors who will come and sing 

in the Chancel Choir. Currently Sharon 
Mucker, who has been singing with us for 

the past 3 years, and Baylee Wichlan, who 
is starting her second year, are part of the 

choir. The cost for the meal will be 
donations, and you can make your 

reservation by calling the church office. We 
hope that you can come and join us for a 

great lunch. And who knows? 
There may be some music involved! 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number:
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Dave Brummett, Interim Director of Recovery Ministries 613-2112 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
The Neighborhood (Wednesdays). . . . .52 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116 
8:40  Worship. . . 42  10:45 Worship. . .173 

Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 24 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 10/16/16 $14,585.00 
Through Oct. 17: Income $560,223.85 Expenses $637,515.69 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

“God, Have Mercy on Me, a Sinner!” 
Luke 18:9-14 

Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray that the small number of Christians in Niger will have a big 
effect on society. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Bill Jennings, Ann Hunter; Ronnie James, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Carly Westbrook, Sandra Ross, Amy James 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Ainslee Buckley & Vicki Kunkle 
OCTOBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Debi & Larry Ballard, Vicki Kunkle, Robinsue Miller, Curtis 
Sullivan, Sherry Tucker, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Claudine Farrell, 
Andrew Allen, Bob & Mary Carlton, Colleen James, Sandra 
Ross, Diane Spiller, Ainslee Buckley, Luke Machado. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, October 23, 2016   
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Feed My Flock Luncheon for Chancel Choir’s MSU 

 Student Fund (Fellowship Hall) 
NO Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Rm 307) 
5:45 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Scout Hall) 
6:00 FACE Time with Dave (Parlor) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Group: 

Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
Parenting (Rm 306) 
Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
Family Challenges (Rm 310) 

Monday, October 24, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, October 25, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Rm 310) 
7:00 Worship Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesday, October 26, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
10:30 Women’s Fall Bible Study (Rm 310) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:00-7:30 Family Meal (Fellowship Hall/Food Truck) 
6:00-8:00 The Neighborhood (Fellowship Hall) 

(Worship, Young Disciples, Chi Rho & CYF) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, October 27, 2016 
Young Ages School Halloween Parties 
6:00 Nominating Committee Meeting (Rm 310) 
Friday, October 28, 2016 
Children Come First & Young Ages School Halloween Parties 
Saturday, October 29, 2016 
12:00 Regional Assembly Begins (Oct 29-30)  

(Northway Christian Church-Dallas) 


