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 Christian Education     is at the heart of every 
faith journey. From our earliest memories of Bible 
stories in the Beginning Class to adults considering a 
parable of Jesus, the quest to be both a hearer and a 
doer of God’s word lasts a lifetime. 
 Beginning Sunday, October 2, FCC is launching 
an eight-week Fall Rotation of classes and faith-
based conversations on Sunday mornings.  If 
Sunday School isn’t part of your regular routine, we 
hope you will consider making an eight week 
commitment to Christian Education. 
 Here’s one of our featured classes: 
 

Artworks can be a key to the scriptures, unlocking 
meaning and symbolism. Beginning October 2nd, Dr. 
Francine Carraro, Museum Director and Bible 

student, will facilitate discussions of artworks dealing 
with Bible stories in this 8-week study. Using 
contemporary and historic artworks to deepen Bible 
study, each session will elucidate the visual and 
verbal descriptions of Christ Jesus’ parables and 
stories from the Old and New Testaments. Each 45-
minute session will provide opportunities for 
substantive engagement with Bible stories through 
art. Discussions will not be about art history or art 
criticism, but rather how artists have described and 
interpreted Bible stories and how we can think more 
deeply about Christian themes through art. The 
discussions will create a constructive & collaborative 
way to express ideas using visual thinking strategies 
to delve into Bible study. Your observations and 
analysis will be valued in these discussions. 

MANY HEARTS, ONE BODY 



LIVING LIFE TO THE FULLEST 
By Rev. Renee Hoke 

 
Jesus said, “I came so that they could have life—indeed, 

so that they could live life to the fullest.”  John 10:10 CEB 
 
 “A mile wide and an inch deep.” Have you heard that 
expression before? I was surprised to discover the source 
of the quote. It came from journalist and humorist Edgar 
Nye in 1889. He was describing the Platte River. The 
Platte is a muddy, wide, shallow, meandering stream with 
a swampy bottom. Even though it was an important 
tributary system in the Missouri River watershed, it was 
too shallow to be useful for navigation. As Nye put it, “the 
river has a very large circulation, but very little influence.” 
 Brandon Hatmaker, a Texas pastor with a passion for 
the local church, tells this story in the introduction to his 
new book A Mile Wide. Hatmaker is worried about fast-
growing churches in North America that might sacrifice 
depth for size. 
 “Critics claim that as our programs and events 
become more and more broad, they only skim the surface 
of the truth. Worse, critics content, most believers don’t 
actually live what they say they believe,” he writes. 
 Hatmaker returns to the teaching of Jesus to 
understand how believers live deeply and fully. The 
gospels point to three key areas where followers of Jesus 
are designed to go deep. 
 
 Depth in understanding. We are called to go deeper 

into God’s Word.  Simply put, we need to know what 
the Bible says and then use what we learn to change 
how we live. 

 Depth in relationships. We each need a place where 
we can confess our deepest struggles and find 
encouragement. Unfortunately, we often remain 
guarded in church conversations for fear of judgment. 

 Depth in spirit. Hatmaker suggests that it is possible 
to be committed to Bible study, live in biblical 
community, and yet be completely void of spiritual 
vitality. The Spirit urges us, leads us, and comforts us 
in different ways. Running the race is difficult when we 
are spiritually malnourished. 

 
 By now, members of First Christian Church know 
about our “Many Hearts, One Body” campaign to 
encourage everyone to find their spot for Christian 
Education. Under Harry Tonemah’s leadership, we are 
challenging our members to invest one more hour a week 

in their spiritual health by joining a small group, Bible 
study, or Sunday School class. We also hope to form a 
few home-based groups for those who prefer an evening 
meeting. If you could host such a group in your home, we 
will provide the group leader. Please consider sharing 
your gift of hospitality by hosting a six- or eight-week 
study. 
 Perhaps the best understanding of spiritual depth 
comes from Paul’s prayer for the Christians in Ephesus.  
As we read Paul’s words, let’s pray that First Christian 
Church will experience new spiritual depth and vitality in 
the months ahead. 
 
 For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom 
every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I 
pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you 
with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray 
that you, being rooted and established in love, may have 
power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 
and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you 
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

Ephesians 3:14-19 

DINNER AND THE MOVIES 
A fundraiser benefitting the 

MSU Chancel Choir Fund 
October 8, 6:30pm, Fellowship Hall. 

 Our Chancel Choir will be serving a delicious dinner 
of salad, marinated pork tenderloin, au gratin potatoes, 
green beans, desserts and drinks prepared by our own 
Cook family and friends. Entertainment will be provided 
by our own Chancel Choir members, including MSU stu-
dents Sharon Mucker and Baylee Wichlan. Featured 
songs will be from some of your favorite movies. 
 Tickets are $20, and must be purchased in advance. 
Tickets are available in the church office or from any 
Chancel Choir member. 
 One of the ways our church reaches out to the MSU 
community is through our Chancel Choir. Jeanette 
Showalter contacts vocal music majors at MSU who 
would like to sing in our choir. Those students are paid a 
stipend to come to Wednesday rehearsals and to the 
10:45 service on Sundays. Sharon Mucker has been in 
our choir for several years now, and she also plays in our 
bell choir. Baylee Wichlan is starting her second year of 
singing with us. These students not only contribute to our 
choir, but they in turn learn skills that they may use after 
graduation. They may someday serve a church as a di-
rector of music ministries. What a great legacy that would 
be for our church! 
 We have been depending on donations from the con-
gregation and the choir to fund this project. The fundrais-
ing dinner will continue to fund this ministry or if you can’t 
come to the dinner, please consider making a donation to 
the MSU Choir Fund. If you’d like more information or if 
you’d like to sponsor one of our singers for a month or a 
school year, please speak to Jeanette or call her at 781-
5199. 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 Faith And Current Events Time 
with Dave will be this Sunday, September 25th, at 
6:00 pm in the Parlor. 
 
 Open Flower Dates: If you would like to donate 
the flowers for the worship service in the Sanctuary, the 
following dates are open: October 2, 9, 16 & 30. To 
donate or for more info, call Peggy Fitts, Flower 
Coordinator, 781-2426. 
 
 Coats for Kids Fundraiser Sponsored by 
the Keystone Sunday School Class—You’ll 
have the opportunity to win one of 3 packages for 2 
tickets and transportation to see Broadway’s longest 
running show, The Phantom of the Opera, on Saturday, 
October 22, 2016 at the beautiful Bass Hall in Ft Worth. 
Raffle Tickets will go on sale Sunday, Sept. 4th. Raffle 
Tickets are only $10.00 each. Drawing for the 3 packages 
will be on Sunday, October 2nd. All proceeds will benefit 
the Mary Sue Winstead Coats for Kids Ministry. 
 
 Attention all Veterans and current 
Military Members! First Christian Church would like 
to honor all of those who have served our country, living 
or passed on. Thanks to all who have already sent in their 
information. Our goal is to have all completed and 
displayed on our Military wall close to the Sanctuary in the 
SW hall by Veterans Day. Contact Debbi Schmidt at 733-
9253 or debbims@sbcglobal.net or the church office at 
692-2282. Forms are in the office or we’ll mail or email 
them to you. If you have picture we will copy them and 
return them to you. We are grateful for your Service. 
 
 First Time Guests! We are excited to report 
that the following persons visited for the first time this past 
Sunday: Joshua Stephney. 

 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as 
possible with our Member News, so if you know about an 
honor someone received, an important event in 
someone’s life, or about an illness or death, please call 
the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at URHCS is Joye Thompson; at 
Hospice is Bertha McCrossan; at Health South Rehab is 
Joe Etoch. Released and back home is Kerry Roach. 
 
 New on the Library Shelves. . . 
 Texas Governor Greg Abbott is the author of the 
newest book in our library collection, Broken But 
Unbowed: the Fight to Fix a Broken America. It begins 
with the story of his losing the ability to walk, as the result 
of being crushed by a falling tree while jogging in Houston 
as a young lawyer. It tells how he responds to the ensuing 
physical challenges as he becomes a leader in the efforts 
to rein in the Federal government and defend our 
constitution. Gov. Abbott was born in Wichita Falls in 
November of 1957. His parents were active members of 
FCC, and he is remembered as a preschooler by some of 
our older members. His grandfather, A.G. Abbott, was a 
Timothy of FCC and was ordained a Christian (DOC) 
minister while a member. 
 

The Grace Awakening by Charles R. Swindoll 
 Preachers preach it. Teachers teach it. Theologians 
analyze it. Then we forget about it. The Grace Awakening 
is Chuck Swindoll’s best selling classic that has 
awakened hundreds of thousands of readers to the 
untapped wonders of grace. Wonders that Christians 
know with their minds, but forget with their hearts. 
Wonders that can make a difference in the way we live, in 
the way we approach life. Wonders that can make a 
difference between ho-hum religion and an intimate 
relationship with a God who wishes us nothing short of 
joy. 

— Franklin Graham 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONTINUES ON WEDNESDAYS! 

 
Food Truck open from 5-7:30 pm (cash only) Coffee, tea and lemonade 
available in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Worship begins at 6 pm in Fellowship Hall 
After worship we’ll move outside for fellowship and fun. 
 

Young Disciples (K-5th)—Sit with your family during worship, depart after the 
Children’s Message for Young Disciples Class. 
 

Chi Rho and CYF (grades 6-12)—Attend worship together, followed by youth 
groups. 
 

Toddler and pre-school—Our children’s area in Fellowship Hall allows little 
ones and their parents to enjoy worship together. 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
The Neighborhood (Wednesdays). . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 
8:40  Worship. . . 33  10:45 Worship. . .166 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 199 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 34 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 9/18/16 $9,126.00 
Through Sept. 19: Income $503,185.67 Expenses $576,811.37 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 
 

Luke 16:19-31 
Rev. Renee Hoke 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for the ability to distribute Bibles throughout Algeria. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Craig Reynolds, Polly Tonemah; Andy Wilson, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Donna Long, Linda C. Carr, Larry Carr 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Karen & Jim LaValley 
SEPTEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Shirley Craft, Melody Jennings, Donna Long, Cary Thompson, 
Jerry & Cheryl Caraway, Larry & Linda Carr, Jim & Karen 
LaValley, Sarah Stewart, Carly & Slate Westbrook, Twila 
Boydston, Sharon Roach, Ben Sabine, Madi Showalter. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Saturday, September 24, 2016 
6:00 CGRM Gumbo Dinner & Silent Auction Fundraiser 
 (Fellowship Hall) 
Sunday, September 25, 2016   
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00-7:00 Family Game Night (Gym) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Rm 307) 
6:00 FACE Time with Dave (Parlor) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Group: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
Monday, September 26, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, September 27, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Executive Council Mtg (Rm 310) 
Wednesday, September 28, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
10:30 Women’s Fall Bible Study (Rm 310) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:00-7:30 Family Meal (Fellowship Hall/Food Truck) 
6:00-8:00 The Neighborhood (Fellowship Hall) 

(Worship, Young Disciples, Chi Rho & CYF) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, September 29, 2016 
5:30 Evangelism Ministry Mtg (Rm 402) 


