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Our Ministry Goals for the 
Neighborhood: 

 To grow our ministry to young 
families and others by offering an 
alternate day and time for worship. 
(No longer will busy weekends keep 
you from worship!) 

 To offer a different style of worship 
(acoustic, informal, techno friendly) 
that does not compete with Sunday 
morning traditional worship. 

 To create community by sharing 
meals and worship in a single, 
relaxed setting. 

 To be a welcoming worship 
alternative for MSU students. 

 To develop a visible outdoor venue 
near that encourages people from 
the MSU campus and the 
neighborhood to gather, enjoy FCC 
hospitality, and get to know each 
other. 

 
Neighborhood Schedule: 

 5:30-6:00 pm—Food available. 

Fall Message Series 
Does having faith mean abandoning reason? It seems 
reasonable that a supremely intelligent God would want 
you to use your God-given intellect on your spiritual 
journey as much as in any other aspect of your life. Does 
it really matter what I believe? What is the relationship 
between faith and knowledge? Why are there so many 
religions? Do all paths lead to the same God? Brian 
McLaren’s book Finding Faith: A Search for What Makes 
Sense will provide the themes for our first worship series 

in The Neighborhood. Join us beginning September 7 at 6:00 pm. 

Welcome to the Neighborhood--A Midweek Ministry at FCC 
New Worship Experience begins Sept. 7 

 6:00 pm.—Worship begins in 
Fellowship Hall. Coffee and 
food still available. 

 7:00 pm—Worship concludes 
and participants move outside 
to enjoy food truck or food from 
grill, family games, 
conversation. 

 Young Disciples class (K 
through 5th grade) 6:30-8:00 pm 
in Scout Hall/Activities Area and 
CYF/Chi Rho in Activities Area 
7:00-8:00 pm. 

 
Neighborhood Worship features: 

 Small child play area in a corner 
of Fellowship Hall where 
parents can stay with little ones 
throughout worship. 

 Communion served early in the 
service before children leave for 
Young Disciples. 

 Interactive children’s message. 

 K-5th grade children leave 
worship at 6:30 pm for their own 
Young Disciples class. 

 Chi Rho and CYF wil l 
participate and lead in all 
aspects of worship. 

 A prayer wall where participants 
can leave their prayer requests 

that will be shared with Elders 
and FCC Prayer Team. 

 Technology used throughout 
worship. 

 Instead of a sermon, the 
message is a two-way 
teaching conversation about 
faith, scripture and following 
Jesus in our world today. 
There will be a teaching 
emphasis throughout worship. 

 
Forming a Midweek Community 
It is our prayer that God will help us 
gather folks on Wednesday nights 
from a variety of backgrounds, age 
groups, and interests. It is possible 
that some who come to be part of 
the Neighborhood may worship 
somewhere else on Sunday 
mornings or not at all. We will have 
opportunities because of fellowship 
time before and after worship 
service to get to know our guests, 
hold extended conversations, take 
time to pray specifically for 
someone in need. We encourage 
members of our church family to 
join us on Wednesday evenings 
and help us extend warm FCC 
hospitality to our guests. 



 Ever since my first visit to the five Spanish missions of 
Old San Antonio, I have been fascinated by the tradition of 
monastic hospitality.  Saint Benedict of Nursia (480-547 
AD) expected that many different people would come to 
the monastery, so he made provisions for their comfort. In 
his Rule, he called for a porter to be stationed at the mon-
astery’s entrance to make sure that visitors would always 
be recognized and greeted. Benedict took special care 
that the poor be noticed as guests. “As soon as anyone 
knocks, or a poor man calls out, he [the porter] replies, 
‘Thanks be to God’ or ‘Your blessing, please’; then, with 
all the gentleness that comes from the fear of God, he pro-
vides a prompt answer with the warmth of love.”  
 Besides the poor, Benedict was intent on welcoming 
travelers (“pilgrims”) and wrote, “Great care and concern 
are to be shown in receiving poor people and pilgrims, 
because in them more particularly Christ is received.” 
Hospitality in the Rule of St. Benedict is provided not only 
in the form of food (“the abbot’s table must always be with 
guests and travelers”) but lodging as well. Benedict, 
speaking of the guesthouse, instructs that “adequate bed-
ding should be available there.” 
 On the Friday afternoon of HHH weekend, First Chris-
tian Church opens its doors in a manner not so different 
from Benedict’s monastery. Our pilgrims are bikers—108 of 
them this year—who seek lodging on the night before the 
big race. The journey was a long one for some of our 
guests.  Some set out from Arkansas, others from Mexico. 
Some bikers this year were members of the Lubbock 
“Project Hero” Section of Ride 2 Recovery, a program for 
wounded veterans. 
 For nine years now, the porters at our monastery are 
members of the Discovery Class. If the class members are 
Benedictine porters, then Cindy Hernandez is our own St. 
Benedict.  Cindy begins taking reservations months before 
the race.  Some regular guests request a specific class-
room.  Cindy and her helpers arrive early on Friday to sim-
mer spaghetti sauce, bake brownies, slice watermelon, 
and set out signs directing weary travelers to the registra-
tion table. When guests arrive they bring their expensive 
bicycles inside and park them near where they plan to 
sleep. Once mattresses are inflated and sleeping bags 
unfurled, hungry pilgrims make their way to Fellowship 
Hall for dinner. Meanwhile, a licensed masseuse sets up 
her table in the gym—offering a ten-minute massage for 
only $10.  Just before bedtime, the Chapel is open for a 
brief service of blessing and communion.  
 Lights out comes early because our cyclists rise long 
before dawn to dress in colorful jerseys and bike shorts 
and make one more trip to Fellowship Hall for a hearty 
breakfast.  It is still dark when they set out for the starting 
line downtown. 
 The writer of Hebrews advises “Do not neglect to 
show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that some have 
entertained angels without knowing it.” (Hebrews 13:2) 
May God continue to bless this ministry of hospitality, 
those who serve, those who stay, and all the angels 
among us! 

A Prayer for Safety 
Lord, be our guide and our protector 

on the journey we are about to take. 
Watch over us. 
Protect us from accidents. 
Keep us free from harm to body and soul. 
Lord, support us with Your grace when we are tired. 
Help us be patient in any trouble which may come our 

way. 
Keep us always mindful of Your presence and Your love. 
Amen. 

The Ministry of Hospitality 
by Rev. Renee Hoke 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Ministries will be  
this Sunday, September 4th. Items for collection will be 
instant potatoes, cornbread mix, cake mix and any other 
baking items. IMI and Outreach appreciate your gifts to 
this project each month. 
 
 Prime Timers Luncheon will be this Sunday, 
September 4th, at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 Labor Day, September 5th: The Church 
Building, Offices & All Programs will be CLOSED. 
 
 Journey Through Scripture begins Sunday, 
September 11th, at 9:45 am, in the Church Parlor led by 
Larry Spradley. A New Journey: Theme---"Jesus and the 
Gospels". 
 We will take a closer look at how Jesus is presented 
through the Four Canonical Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John) and the Apocryphal Gospels (those not 
accepted as part of the New Testament we read today). 
 We will consider the Gospels as literary compositions-
when they were written, why they were written, how they 
were written, etc.-during the development of Christianity. 
We will consider how each Gospel leads readers to 
encounter Jesus. This journey is open to all adults 
seeking to grow in the Christian Faith. You are invited to 
come along for the journey--starting September 11th. 
 
 Women’s Fall Bible Study: “More to 
Your Story” by Max Lucado—Life can feel 

o v e r w h e l m i n g  a n d 
inconsequential at times. Have 
you ever wondered if there is 
more to life than the chaos, 
confusion, and clutter of daily 
l iving? Have you ever 
wondered where you fit in 
God’s plan? In More to Your 
Story, Max Lucado writes, 
“Above and around us God 
directs a grand saga, written by 

his hand, orchestrated by his will, unveiled according to 
his calendar. When you’re part of his master story, your 
life has purpose, you’ll recognize your value, and you’ll 
discover your unique path.” 
 In this 6-session DVD study, we will journey with Max 
through the New Testament in search of 
God’s narrative. Perhaps, in God’s story, 
we will find our own.  
 Join Sheri Sutton as she leads us 
through More to Your Story beginning 
Wednesday, September 21, at 10:30 am 
in Room 310. Call the church office at 
692-2282 to register. Study guides will 
be available in September. 
 
 Come Away with Us! We’re gathering a group 
of women to attend a wonderful women’s conference in 
Dallas on September 30-October 1. The Belong Tour is a 
Friday night – Saturday live event bringing women 
together in arenas across the country. Thousands of 

women will gather to hear remarkable communicators Jen 
Hatmaker, Shauna Niequist, Nichole Nordeman, Sharon 
Irving, Angela Davis, Patsy Clairmont hone in on how to 
live a fun, faith-filled, purposeful life. There will be plenty 
of personal stories, music, laughter and maybe even 
some tears in this open space where women can connect 
to one another, to see and know each other, and carry 
each other’s burdens. The details are available through 
the link below. If you’re interested in coming along, please 
call the Church Office. http://www.belongtour.com/ 
 
 Attention all Veterans and current 
Military Members! First Christian Church would like 
to honor all of those who have served our country, living 
or passed on. Thanks to all who have already sent in their 
information. Our goal is to have all completed and 
displayed on our Military wall close to the Sanctuary in the 
SW hall by Veterans Day. Contact Debbi Schmidt at 733-
9253 or debbims@sbcglobal.net or the church office at 
692-2282. Forms are in the office or we’ll mail or email 
them to you. If you have picture we will copy them and 
return them to you. We are grateful for your Service. 
 
 Children’s Ministry Intern—First Christian 
Church has been actively seeking a Children’s Ministry 
intern to improve our capabilities to fill the spiritual and 
social needs of the children within our church family. Our 
children’s programming is growing quickly and we needed 
someone with a strong Christian and biblical foundation, 
excellent teaching and relational skills, and the ability & 
passion to serve young children.  

 We are happy to announce that 
Madison (Madi) Showalter has 
accepted the position to serve as the 
Children’s Ministry intern for the 2016 
fall semester. She is a recent graduate 
of Rider High School and is now 

attending Vernon College preparing herself for a future in 
the education of children and young ones. Many of you 
have seen Madi grow into the dedicated, humble, and 
loving individual that she is today and we feel as though 
she will carry on these qualities into this position at First 
Christian Church. Welcome Madi! 
 
 FCC Logo Shirts: If you ordered an FCC Logo 
Shirt, you may pick it up in the church office. 
 
 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as 
possible with our Member News, so if you know about an 
honor someone received, an important event in 
someone’s life, or about an illness or death, please call 
the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at Comanche Memorial-Lawton is 
George Allison; at Health South Rehab is Darlene Moore. 
Released and back home is Bert Armstrong. 
 
 



 

GROWING ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL PARTICIPATION AT FCC 
Make every effort to present yourself approved to God, a worker having no need 
to be ashamed, guiding the word of truth along a straight path.  II Timothy 2:15 

 
As you know, the number of church members participating regularly in Sunday School has been declining steadily for 
years.  Approximately, 40% of those currently attending worship (Chapel and Sanctuary) at First Christian Church 
participate in a Sunday School class. We want to increase that number. Being part of a small group of believers who 
grow their faith through study and prayer is a life-enhancing experience. 
 
This Fall First Christian will introduce something new in an effort to grow Sunday School participation for adults. Between 
October 2 and November 20, we will offer an assortment of 8-week classes especially aimed at those who do not attend 
Sunday School. This allows adults to make a short-term commitment to Sunday School and experience the benefits. 
 
Besides the new classes, our existing adult Sunday School classes will be encouraged to add their class name and topic 
of study to our Fall Rotation menu. Please turn that information in to Sunday School Superintendent Jeana Brunson on or 
before September 4. 
 

Mark Your Calendar for Christian Education Sunday September 11 
We plan to announce our Fall line-up on September 11 which is Christian Education Sunday. During the Sunday School 
hour we will enjoy breakfast served by the CMF in the Fellowship Hall and a special preview of all the classes. In worship 
that Sunday we will honor our Christian educators—those who grow disciples through Sunday School, CMF, CWF, Young 
Disciples, Chi Rho/CYF and more! 
 
Harry Tonemah, Chair of Christian Education Ministry, welcomes your suggestions and your prayers as we embark on 
this important campaign. 

Coats for Kids Fundraiser 
Sponsored by the Keystone Sunday School Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ll have the opportunity to win one of 3 packages for 
2 tickets and transportation to see Broadway’s longest running show, 

The Phantom of the Opera, 
on Saturday, October 22, 2016 at the beautiful Bass Hall in Ft Worth. 

Raffle Tickets will go on sale Sunday, Sept. 4th. 
Raffle Tickets are only $10.00 each. 

Drawing for the 3 packages will be on Sunday, October 2nd. 
All proceeds will benefit the Mary Sue Winstead Coats for Kids Ministry. 



1 W.C. Duncan II 
 Fran Haines 
 
2 Jim Hogan 
 Richard McQuiston 
 
3 Devin Ford 
 Adrian Opela 
 Robert Rafuse 
 Slate Westbrook 
 
4 Dave Hartman Jr. 
 Cindy Hernandez 
 Linda Hollabaugh 
 
5 Rebecca Ferguson 
 
6 Charles Reaves 
 Paige Schroeder 
 Sandy Smith 
 
8 Mark Koch 
 
9 Katie Edgemon 
 Pat Wearth 
 
10 Addison Wineinger 
 
11 Howard Morris 
 Shirley King-Wilson 

12 Alli Cobb 
 Joan Stodghill 
 
13 David Puckett 
 
14 Brandon Pontius 
 
15 Kathy Bauer 
 Ronnie James 
 
16 Kevin Ballard 
 Mike Murdock 
 Jane Sterling 
 
18 Linda Cook 
 
19 Jon Earley 
 
20 Misty Hartley 
 
21 Jim Owens 
 Mary Kathryn Tanner 
 Sherrie Vaccarella 
 
22 Sandra Ross 
 
25 Bill Anastopoulos Sr. 
 Weylin Miller 
 Russell Wilson 
 

26 Jeana Brunson 
 Donna Long 
 Craig Reynolds 
 Sherri Webb 
 
27 Carol Nowell 
 
28 Priscilla Gibson 
 Doug Kunkle 
 Tiffany Sparks 
 
29 Gracie Reynolds 
 
30 Gidget Pettibon 
 

1 Bert & Ralph Armstrong 
 Renee & Dan Harris 
 
5 Dot & James Irl Montgomery 
 
6 Debbie & Mark Turnbow 
 
8 Jeana & Jack Brunson 
 
9 Sheri & Mark Sutton 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office, 
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list! 

16 Shirley Craft & Kenn Hill 
 
17 Sandy & Shane Smith 
 Pat & Bill Thacker 
 
24 Carla & Nathan Moran 
 Emily & Andy Wilson 
 
26 Shelly & Chuck Dalton 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 95 
8:40  Worship. . . 55  10:45 Worship. . .180 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 235 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 25 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 8/28/16 $16,110.00 
Through August 29: Income $462,568.35 Expenses $517,371.90 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

Psalm 139:1-18, 23-24 
Rev. Renee Hoke 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray that God will bless United Arab Emirates-based 
missionaries who are reaching out to the Arab world. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Susan Buckley, Cathy Gately; Gary Ballard, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Sarah Stewart, Cary Thompson 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Jerry & Cheryl Caraway 
SEPTEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Shirley Craft, Melody Jennings, Donna Long, Cary Thompson, 
Jerry & Cheryl Caraway, Larry & Linda Carr, Jim & Karen 
LaValley, Sarah Stewart, Carly & Slate Westbrook, Twila 
Boydston, Sharon Roach, Ben Sabine, Madi Showalter. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, September 4, 2016   
PANTRY SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Prime Timers Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
NO Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Rm 307) 
NO Young Disciples (Scout Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Group: 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
Monday, September 5, 2016 
LABOR DAY 
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed 
Tuesday, September 6, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (T-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (T-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers’ Mtg (FCC-Archer City) 
6:00 Elders & Diaconate Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesday, September 7, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30 Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-8:00 The Neighborhood (Fellowship Hall) 
  (Worship, Young Disciples, Chi Rho, & CYF) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Saturday, September 10, 2016 
3:00-5:00 Chi Rho & CYF at Food Bank 
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