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THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
COMING SEPTEMBER 7TH 

 Normal looks different for everyone. I have a 
sign hanging in my laundry room that says, 
“Normal around here is just a setting on the dryer.” 
This couldn’t be more true in our crazy little world. 
Our days are full of school, work, activities, church, 
gymnastics, and baseball. Despite our busy-ness, 
my husband and I have always emphasized the 
importance of being together as a family. We are 
sticklers for family dinner every night. We make 
sure to check in with each other and take care of 
each other. Just being together is so important. We 
always designate that time as our time.  
 We don’t have a “normal” 9-5 work schedule, 
and often my husband works longer than his 12 
hour shift. He also works every other Saturday and 
every Sunday. Eleven years. That’s how long my 
husband has been an officer for the Wichita Falls 
Police Department. In those eleven years, I can 
count on my hands the number of times we have 
been able to attend church as a family. 
 There is no such thing as normal. But there is 
universal. We have a universal desire to love and 
be loved. We have a universal desire for the an-
swers to the big questions. We have a universal 
desire for community. We have a universal desire 
to seek God. 
 Wednesday nights, beginning September 7th, 
we will begin The Neighborhood. This worship ser-
vice will be unlike anything we have ever had at 
First Christian Church. It will be a time of food, fel-
lowship, music, worship, discussion, and communi-
ty for people who want to grow in Christ. I am so 
excited to begin this journey. It won’t look like a 
“normal” traditional worship service, but it will be an 
alternative, an addition. It will also open up a time 
for worship for families (like mine) and individuals 
who just can’t make Sunday mornings work. It can 
open up our ministry to people who want some-
thing different, informal, small, laid-back, or just 
want an intimate space to come together and wor-
ship. A place where people of all ages, people in 
different stages of their faith walk, people of differ-
ent backgrounds can come together and follow 
Christ. A place to ask the hard questions. A place 
to share a meal. A place to hang out. A place to 
become a part of a community. Because that is 
really what Neighborhood means. Community. I 
can’t wait for The Neighborhood to become my 
family’s new normal. 
        Sarah Stewart 

First Christian Church has a heart for college students, especially 
those who are far from home. 75 welcome baskets of household 
items were blessed during Sunday worship. We asked God to bless 
the international students who received the baskets this week and 
as they settle into apartments and prepare for their first semester at 
MSU. 

A new school year begins with a special blessing for our teachers! 
We asked them to come to the altar Sunday morning so we could 
pray over them. We also called students forward for a blessing. 
Because God is faithful, we know this will be a great year of 
learning. 

BLESSING OF BASKETS, 
TEACHERS & STUDENTS 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
by Senior Minister David Hartman 

infants who had been on incubators died of dust inhalation and 
lack of oxygen. 
 Wright quotes a UNICEF spokesman who observed that 
“Some 3.7 million Syrian children under the age of five have 
known nothing but  displacement,  violence,  and uncertainty.” 
Eight million Syrian children rely on humanitarian assistance to 
survive.  Another  2.5  million  have  fled  the  country.  When 
Pokemon Go was the American fad du jour, Syrian tots were 
photographed holding crayon drawings of Pickachu with the 
captions, “Come Save Me.” But of course, we’re not coming to 
save you, children of Syria. We’re also afraid of you, so we’re not 
going to let you come here, either. 
* * * 
 The Old Testament has 117 references to what are called 
“the high places.” These were open altars on high hills upon 
which children were sacrificed to the Canaanite idols Moloch and 
Chemosh. The judgment of the Lord fell upon the kings of Israel 
and Judah who tolerated “the high places,” and especially upon 
those  who,  like  King  Ahaz,  made  sacrifices  upon  them 
themselves. More than any other factor, that willful sacrifice of 
children was the primary reason for ancient Israel’s destruction 
and obliteration  from history—hence, the “Ten Lost Tribes of 
Israel.” The Kingdom of Judah was very nearly destroyed, but 
after a period of banishment, the people were allowed to return 
to their ancestral homelands. Lessons had been learned. The 
great historic truth is that any nation, any people, any institution 
that does not cherish and protect the children whom God has 
entrusted  to  them  is  destined  to  die.  Those  Protestant 
denominations  that  have  made  public  declarations  against 
preborn children’s inherent right to life are invariably becoming 
older, fewer and more culturally marginalized; perhaps it is God’s 
judgment that such Christian sects should die of old age. That 
diminishment may also represent the understanding of those 
born  after  1973—the  year  of  Roe  V.  Wade—that  they  are 
somehow survivors, that some 50 million Americans who would 
have been their peers are not in the world with them, and that 
the burden of care for the generation that made those choices 
will fall disproportionately upon the survivors. Millennials who do 
not identify their religious affiliation as “None” tend to migrate 
toward Catholic and evangelical churches. Perhaps they are 
implicitly mindful as to who had their backs when they had not 
yet seen the light of day. Charged with no crime, defended by no 
lawyer, convicted by no jury, and far too often sentenced to 
death, preborn children in the United States have fewer legal 
rights than serial murderers. Why should we then care about the 
children of Aleppo? 
 Because we are commanded to. When Jesus talked most 
graphically about hell, in the parable of the rich man and Lazarus 
(Luke 16.19-31) and in the judgment of the nations (Matthew 
25.31-46),  the  thing  that  got  people  damned  was  their 
unwillingness to see and care about the most vulnerable before 
their eyes. Jesus said, “I was a stranger and you welcomed me.” 
Those strangers who incarnate Jesus include both preborn 
children and refugees. We cannot claim we do not know what is 
happening to the children of Syria, nor to any of the children in 
any country, who are being massacred in war, kidnapped as sex 
slaves, planted in squalid refugee camps, dying of starvation or 
plague or neglect or because their being brought alive into the 
world would prove inconvenient. We do know. We see them. 
Unless we avert our eyes. 
 For Christ’s sake, America, save the children. 
         Dave 
Prayer: Almighty and loving God, you knit us together in our 
mothers’ wombs; by his Incarnation, your Son Jesus Christ 
sanctified infancy and childhood. May we love, and cherish, and 
defend your precious children, in Jesus’ Name. Amen 

The Boy from the Rubble 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 year old Omran Daqneesh 
Photo taken from video by Aleppo Media Center,  

reposted by CNN 
 
 There are iconic photographs that sear themselves into 
memory and epitomize the nature of a cause, or a war. A flag 
raising on Iwo Jima; a brave, solitary man standing in front of 
three tanks in Tiananmen Square; a little girl, clothes burnt away 
by napalm, running screaming down a road in Vietnam; a 
drowned refugee child lying face down on a beach in Turkey. 
The photograph above, taken from a news video, is the latest in 
this haunted panoply. The little boy is five year old Omran 
Daqneesh. He was pulled from the rubble of a building that had 
been bombed by either Syrian or Russian jets in the city of 
Aleppo. 
 Aleppo is tenuously held by rebels fighting against the 
government of Syrian President Bashar al Assad. Some (but by 
no means all) of those rebels are radical Salafi jihadists. The 
vast majority of the city’s inhabitants are not. Aleppo, Syria’s 
commercial  heart,  is  surrounded  and  besieged.  Assad’s 
Russian,  Iranian  and  Hezbollah  allies  are  supporting  his 
intention  to  bomb,  starve  and  gas  the  population  into 
submission. Some 100,000 children are trapped there. Little 
Omran  was  pulled  from  the  rubble  and  placed  into  an 
ambulance; the video of his rescue went viral. In the video, 
Omran neither cries nor wails. He is very still. He touches his 
head; he looks at the blood in his hand; he doesn’t say a word. 
He seems slightly perplexed. His silence is the hardest part, as if 
it was a tacit acceptance of his lot in life. No child should ever 
have to be resigned to a life in which bombing, starvation and 
death are more commonplace than clean drinking water. As it 
happens, Omran’s greatest physical injury was a gash of the 
scalp. His 10 year old brother, Ali, was killed in the same 
airstrike. 
 Robin Wright, a reporter for The New Yorker, interviewed 
Dr.  Osama Abo El  Azz,  a general  surgeon in Aleppo.  He 
described a rocket attack on Aleppo last June: 

Nine newborns were rushed to the basement of the 
hospital for safety, their incubators destroyed. I have 
been a practicing physician in Aleppo City since 
2012 and I am still in awe of the magic of bringing a 
baby into the world. There is nothing like it—those 
first breaths, those first cries. The look in a mother’s 
eyes, having labored to bring this small person into 
the world. It should be a moment of peace, gratitude 
and quiet joy—but in Syria today, giving birth is a 
nightmare. 

 
 A report from 15 doctors in Aleppo stated that there were 42 
government airstrikes on hospitals in the month of July. On July 
23, the Aleppo Children’s Hospital was bombed, then bombed 
again the next day. Nobody believes it was an accident. Three 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 Project Back to School & PowerPak 4 
Kids Backpack Program: Project Back to School 
was created to ensure that no child in Wichita Falls begins 
school without the supplies they need. For 
about $20, a student can receive grade-
appropriate school supplies and a 
backpack, so that they can start the school 
year ready to learn. 
 PowerPak 4 Kids was created by the 
Food Bank to help students, who rely on 
free or reduced price lunches during the 
week, over the weekends during the 
school year. PowerPak 4 Kids are bags of nutritious and 
easy-to-prepare foods (such as peanut butter, fruit cups, 
cereal, trail mix, and more) that are handed discreetly to a 
child (usually placed in their backpack) at the end of the 
school week. 
 FCC Outreach Ministry encourages our congregation 
to support both of these worthy programs that will help 
nurture and nourish the children in our community. Please 
send your donations for the “Kid School Projects” to the 
church by Sunday, August 28. The Outreach Ministry 
thanks you for your generosity as you help these children. 
 
 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Ministries will be  on 
Sunday, September 4th. Items for collection will be instant 
potatoes, cornbread mix, cake mix and any other baking 
items. IMI and Outreach appreciate your gifts to this 
project each month. 
 
 Journey Through Scripture begins Sunday, 
September 11th, at 9:45 am, in the Church Parlor led by 
Larry Spradley. A New Journey: Theme---"Jesus and the 
Gospels". 
 We will take a closer look at how Jesus is presented 
through the Four Canonical Gospels (Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John) and the Apocryphal Gospels (those not 
accepted as part of the New Testament we read today). 
 We will consider the Gospels as literary compositions-
when they were written, why they were written, how they 
were written, etc.-during the development of Christianity. 
We will consider how each Gospel leads readers to 
encounter Jesus. This journey is open to all adults 
seeking to grow in the Christian Faith. You are invited to 
come along for the journey--starting September 11th. 
 
 Women’s Fall Bible Study: “More to 
Your Story” by Max Lucado—Life can feel 
overwhelming and inconsequential at times. Have you 

ever wondered if there is more 
to life than the chaos, 
confusion, and clutter of daily 
l iv ing? Have you ever 
wondered where you fit in 
God’s plan? In More to Your 
Story, Max Lucado writes, 
“Above and around us God 
directs a grand saga, written by 
his hand, orchestrated by his 
will, unveiled according to his 

calendar. When you’re part of his master story, your life 

has purpose, you’ll recognize your value, and you’ll 
discover your unique path.” 
 In this 6-session DVD study, we will journey with Max 
through the New Testament in search of God’s narrative. 
Perhaps, in God’s story, we will find our 
own.  
 Join Sheri Sutton as she leads us 
through More to Your Story beginning 
Wednesday, September 21, at 10:30 am 
in Room 310. Call the church office at 
692-2282 to register. Study guides will be 
available in September. 
 
 Scholarship Available: We have scholarship 
funds to Midwestern State University available for 
members of First Christian Church. If you are a college 
student who would like to apply, stop by the church office 
and pick up an application form. 
 
 First Christian Church would like to honor our present 
and past Military Members. If you served in any 
branch or reserves, we would like to display your pictures 
and stories to thank you for your service. If you would 
notify Debbi Schmidt at 733-9253 or email her at 
debbims@sbcglobal.net or call the church office, 692-
2282. We would be happy to mail you the information 
form and it is available in the church office for you to pick 
up. Pictures will be copied and returned. Our goal is to 
have them on display by Veterans’ Day. 
 
 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as 
possible with our Member News, so if you know about an 
honor someone received, an important event in 
someone’s life, or about an illness or death, please call 
the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at Health South Rehab is Bert 
Armstrong & Darlene Moore. Released and back home 
are Susan Buckley & Larry Carr. 

Our sympathies are extended to Jennifer Elkins & 
Clint Jensen and Family on learning of the death of their 
mother, Linda Jensen, on August 20th. Services were held 
on August 24th. 

Our condolences are extended to Katie Biggs Lang, 
Cathy & Jim Biggs and Lisa & Jim Williamson and 
Families on learning of the death of their husband, son-in-
law and son, Blair Lang, on August 17th in Dallas TX. 

We extend our sympathies to Cora & David Tucker 
and Family on learning of the death of Cora’s niece, 
Rhonda, on August 17th in Sterling KS. 

We extend our condolences to David & Stacey 
Strickland and Family on learning of the death of David’s 
aunt, Adrienne Stance, on August 19th in Athens TX. 

Our sympathies are extended to Bert & Ralph 
Armstrong and Family on learning of the death of Bert’s 
nephew recently. 
 
 First Time Guests! We are excited to report 
that the following persons visited for the first time this past 
Sunday: Katie Harrill, Vernie & Rhonda Johns, David 
Rasmussen, Sister Ginny Vessing, Sister Patricia St. 
Marie. 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 
8:40  Worship. . . 38  10:45 Worship. . .142 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 21 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 8/21/16 $8,631.00 
Through August 22: Income $445,386.41 Expenses $516,871.90 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

“Gifts That Cannot Be Repaid” 
Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray that local believers in Afghanistan will have the strength, 
courage and endurance to overcome severe trials. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Susan Buckley, Doug Thompson; Kerry Roach, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Jody Brannon, Luke Ward 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Jody & Brandi Brannon 
AUGUST DIACONATE SERVERS 

Jody & Brandi Brannon, Kay Jackson, June Lemmon, James 
Poole, Billy Thacker, Catherine Earley, Caitlin Hartman, 
Kathleen Lauck, Michael Pettibon, Sandra Whatley, Lee 
DeVilbiss, Jill Griffin, Jon Hartman, Debbie & Mark Turnbow, 
Luke Ward. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, August 28, 2016   
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
5:00 Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Rm 307) 
5:45 Young Disciples (Scout Hall) 
6:00 FACE Time with Dave (Parlor) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
Monday, August 29, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, August 30, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Young Ages School Parent Orientation (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesday, August 31, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (W-F) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
6:00-8:00 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Scout Hall) 
6:00-8:00 Chi Rho/CYF Check-In (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, September 1, 2016 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
Saturday, September 3, 2016 
11:00 Memorial Service for Glenn Tole (Sanctuary) 
 


