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Vacation Bible School -  
July 25-29 

Vacation  Bible  School 
will  be  kicking  off  next 
week! Cave Quest 2016 
is sure to be high energy, 
fun,  and  insightful  into 
who Jesus is and what 
he wants from us! On the 
first day we will learn how 
Jesus  gives  us  hope 
even  in  the  darkest  of 

times. Day two we’ll hear how Jesus gives us courage to get 
through the storm only if we focus on him! Day three is all about 
how Jesus gives us direction and how He sheds light on how to 
live. Finally day four and five we get to learn how Jesus gives 
us love and his power to go out into the community and make 
others Disciples of Christ. Join us on Monday as we embark on 
a great adventure full  of  bible stories, crafts,  experiments, 
games, and more at First Christian Church from 9am-12pm! 

Homemade Ice Cream 
Competition and Church 

Social on Saturday, July 23! 

FCC Logo Shirts Now on Sale 
 Our Evangelism Team invites you to be part of their 
campaign to make FCC more visible in our community. 
Purchase one of our FCC logo shirts to wear when you're out 
and about. Choose from light denim, dark denim, red or white 
polo shirts, khaki easy care or white broadcloth. Men's and 
women's sizes, short sleeve or long sleeve. $5 of every 
purchase goes directly to Common Ground Recovery 
Ministries. Samples and order forms are available in the church 
office Monday-Friday and following worship on Sundays 
through July 31. 

Thank You, Pam; 
Welcome, Ann! 

 One  of  the  most  essential  (but  under-
appreciated jobs) on our ministry team is that of 
receptionist. The virtuous soul at the front desk is 
the greeter of those who arrive via the door or the 
phone; the gatekeeper for frazzled staff; the arbiter 
of  the  calendar;  the  addresser  of  multitudinous 
cards; the logger of the flock’s pastoral needs and 
concerns;  the  doer  of  whatever  stray  deed  is 
needful, a task that can change by the nanosecond. 
We were blessed beyond words to have had (twice 
in the last two decades!) our wonderful Pam Poulos 
to serve in that position. Gracious but firm; gentle 
but steely when required; happy to re-direct addled 
senior  minister  types  to  the  goal  du  jour;  and 
professionally  low-maintenance  (a  quality  that 
cannot be esteemed highly enough), Pam has been 
a gift and a blessing to our ministries and to me. We 
love and cherish her, and take great consolation in 
knowing that though her retirement is well-deserved, 
she remains a faithful member of our church.  
 When I advised our Elders of the need to find 
her successor, lo and behold, the Lord answered our 
prayers, in the person of our long-beloved lifetime 
member,  Ann  Hunter.  Elder,  artist,  resident 
intellectual, and chair of the Outreach Ministry, Ann 
is so intrinsically good, so gentle, compassionate 
and generous, that I (and many others) frequently 
refer to her as “Saint Ann,” and we do so without 
irony (though, I fear, since she is so modest and self
-effacing, the effusiveness of our paeans causes 
considerable discomfiture to the recipient).  
 All that said, when you enter the church office, 
you will continue to be greeted by a kind, warm, 
loving and devoted receptionist who also happens to 
be a church member. Thank you, Pam! Welcome, 
Ann! Thank you, Lord, for both of these loving and 
faithful disciples. 

Pam Poulos Ann Hunter 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
by Senior Minister David Hartman 

TO SERVE AND PROTECT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Officer Montrell Jackson and his newborn 
 
 In ten days, eight police officers were murdered in Dallas 
and Baton Rouge by assassins who averred that they were 
avenging the deaths of African-Americans. The killings in 
Dallas occurred during a protest march organized by Black 
Lives Matter, a movement whose website, prior to the Dallas 
murders, opened on an image with the words, “Prosecute 
Killer Cops.” But police are bound by their oaths to protect 
even their harshest detractors, and the interaction during the 
march  was  cordial.  When  shots  rang  out,  the  officers 
instinctively tried to move the marchers out of harm’s way. 
Then, at great cost, they moved toward the gunfire. Twelve 
officers were shot, five slain. That all of the protestors lived, 
and the only ones who died were their protectors, signifies 
not only the intent of the killer, but the courage of those 
whose motto is “To Serve and Protect.” 
 In a moving editorial that first appeared on Facebook and 
later in the Times Record News, John Cook, a young officer 
from our church, wrote, 

I love my career and there is nothing I'd rather do, but 
honestly, I wish I had to find a new one. All I see in the 
media, social and mainstream, is how police are thugs, 
militarized, uneducated, unskilled, bullies, racists, or are 
even terrorists. If you hate us so much, then put us out 
of a job. It's really simple to do so. All you have to do is 
one simple thing, love each other. 
… 
Until then, my brothers and sisters and I will strap on our 
vests, straighten our uniforms, and wear our badges 
with pride. We will respond to your call for help even if 
you despise us and we will sacrifice our lives to keep 
yours safe. We will hold your hand while you cry over 
the news of a lost loved one. We will seek out the ones 
who  would  prey  on  those  who  cannot  defend 
themselves. We will give up time with our families so 
you can enjoy time with yours in safety. We will run into 
the gunfire and shield your body with ours. No matter 
what time of day or night, an officer will be there to serve 
and protect you. 

 
 The following Sunday, a service of reconciliation was 
held here at Evangel Temple. Most of the leaders in the 
service, including the musicians, were African-Americans, as 
was a majority of the congregation. I had been asked by 
Pastor Kile Bateman to pray, by name, for the families of nine 
black men, women and adolescents who had died at the 

hands of those who enforced the law. I confessed that as “an 
old man, white of hair and white of skin,” I had never truly 
pondered “how much privilege, and how many deferences” I 
had received because of that. I asked the Holy Spirit to 
intercede “with groans too deep for words,” and then prayed 
for the families of  

 …all of your sons and daughters of color who have 
been slain, that you will grant unto them the peace that 
passes understanding. Their lives do matter, O loving 
God, because they have all been made in our image 
and are precious in our sight. We pray that you will 
cleanse from our hearts and our land the great sin and 
stain of racism. We pray, Almighty and loving God, that 
if we must judge one another, let us do it on the content 
of our characters, and not on the color of the skin that 
you, in your infinite wisdom, have granted to us. We 
know, too, loving God, that you waste no pain; and so 
we lift up to you the anguish of families whose loved 
ones have been taken away from them, either because 
of evil intent, as in Dallas, or because (though the intent 
was not evil) guns are quicker than remorse. Take the 
anguish of our hearts, take the brokenness of our land, 
take  the  desolating  sorrows  of  these  families  who 
grieve, take the remorse of those who felt compelled to 
slay in the line of duty, take them all, Almighty God, our 
heavenly Father, “for the sacrifice acceptable to you is a 
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you 
will not despise.” 

 
 After I finished, a giant of the local civil rights movement, 
Billy Delaney, gave a deeply moving tribute to the fallen 
officers. Police Chief Manuel Borrego and Sheriff David Duke 
spoke, and then the pastors laid hands on the peace officers 
and prayed for their protection. At the end, we sang, “We 
Shall Overcome.” I have never been part of a more hopeful 
service. 
 Someone for whom the issue of race and vocation was 
most challenging was a young officer in Baton Rouge named 
Montrell Jackson, a devoted husband and beaming father of 
a four month old. On July 8, after contending with three days 
of rioting, he posted on Facebook: 

 I’m tired physically and emotionally…I swear to God I 
love this city but I wonder if this city loves me. In uniform 
I  get  nasty hateful  looks and out  of  uniform some 
consider me a threat…These are trying times. Please 
don’t let hate infect your heart. This city MUST and 
WILL get better. I’m working in these streets so any 
protesters, officers, friends, family, or whoever, if you 
see me and need a hug or want to say a prayer. I got 
you. 

 
 On Sunday morning, while we were at church, Montrell 
Jackson and two of his brother officers were murdered and 
three others wounded. 
 Pray for those who protect and serve. Pray that our 
country, which is increasingly prone to racially and religiously 
inspired violence, may be delivered from the great sin of 
hatred. May we be bound together anew by mutual respect, 
deep compassion, and renewed awareness of our common 
humanity. We are all children of God, and all of our lives 
matter. 
         Dave 
 



New on the Library Shelves. . . 
Making Sense of the Bible  
  by Adam Hamilton 
 Hamilton invites us into an honest 
conversation about the Bible, beginning 
with questions such as, “How and when 
was it written? Who decided which books 
were included and why? Is it to be read 
literally and is it ever wrong?” 
 From there, Hamilton considers 
questions people often ask including: 
“Were Adam and Eve real people? Why is 
God so violent in the Old Testament? Why 
would Paul command women to keep 
silent in the church? Is Jesus the only way 
to salvation? How does God view 
homosexual people? Is the Book of 
Revelation a guide to the End Times?” 
 Hamilton addresses these biblical 
themes leading to a deeper appreciation 
of the Bible—that we might hear God 
speak words to be life-changing and life-
giving. 
 
Failing Forward by John C. Maxwell 
 “Failure is the hallmark of success. 
Without failure there would be no great 
successes. John Maxwell reveals the 
secrets for turning everyday failures into 
the stepping-stones of achievement. With 
this book, you’ll never fear failure again.” 
 

Take advantage of and enjoy your 
First Christian Church Library and 
its contents any time the church 

building is open. 

What’s Common Ground been up to lately? 
 So far, 2016 has been a busy year! We have had 
over 100 new participants and over 20 graduates! Our 
Women’s C.A.R.E. group has been particularly growing 
this summer and we are grateful for Kathleen Sartin’s 
leadership within that group. Ty Garcia has become our 
new Substance Abuse group leader and has even been 
able to offer bilingual help with some of our CGRM 
participants. Our Anger Management group leaders 
(Rebekah Jones, Jeff Justice, and Lloyd Marks) have 
helped several participants graduate from not only their 
group, but other CGRM groups – talk about making a 
difference! Our Parenting group has grown quite a bit 
over the summer and even with the new tables graciously 
added by the Discovery Class, we are almost overflowing! 
It is such a joy to see the work of the Holy Spirit within so 
many lives around our community and to know that we 
are loved and supported by such a wonderful 
congregation! 

What’s stirring up with Common Ground? 
 Come find out on Saturday, September 24th, 2016 at 
6 pm! We will have a gumbo dinner & silent auction to 
help raise funds for Common Ground. 

 If you have an auction item you’d like to donate (event 
tickets, restaurant gift cards, gift basket, baked goods, 
unique crafts, etc.) please contact Erin Taylor at 
penelopeerin@gmail.com or call 337-304–3038. We will 
also need help with meal preparation & set up. Tickets will 
go on sale September 1st! Get your tickets by September 
18th for $15 or at the door on Saturday for $20. Ages 5 and 
under are free! 

So…Why a Common Ground fundraiser? 
 Common Ground is currently funded via donations 
ONLY. CGRM’s funding is separate from the church 
budget and though its operating expenses have been 
streamlined, it is quickly running out of money. After 
November, Common Ground will not have enough of an 
operating budget to exist thus denying a vital service and 
ministry to our community. While our current gifts are 
approximately $1500 a month, our current expenditure is 
approximately $2200. Monthly expenses include one part-
time director compensation, photocopies, postage, 
nursery attendant, and limited materials. Our goal is not 
only make CGRM sustainable but to also expand our 
materials and further our reach within the community. 



This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

“Fruitful” 
Galatians 5:22-23 
Rev. Renee Hoke 

FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 Homemade Ice Cream Competition and 
All-Church Social. Don’t miss the delicious fun this 

Saturday, July 23rd, at 6:00 
pm in the Fellowship Hall, as 
our best chefs compete for 
bragging rights as the winner 
of Best Homemade Ice Cream 
2016. Everyone is invited to 
compete. Be sure to have 
your entry in Fellowship Hall 

on time since judging will begin promptly at 6 o’clock. 
Once the winner is selected, the Ice Cream Social will 
begin. We also welcome your favorite homemade cookies 
to go along with the ice cream. Don’t miss this delicious 
opportunity to spend some time with your church family. 
Friends and neighbors are welcome! 
 
 FINAL WEEK of FCC Goes to the 
Movies. The Feature Film will be 
“Inside Out” on Thursday, July 21st, at 
3 pm in the Theater Room and again 
on Saturday, July 23rd, at 7 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. Inside Out is a 2015 
American computer-animated comedy 
adventure produced by Pixar and 
released by Walt Disney Pictures. 
 The film was directed by Pete Docter who first began 
developing the movie after noticing changes in his 
daughter's personality as she grew older. The film looks 
at how human emotions impact personal relationships. 
Psychologists were consulted by the film’s producers. 
 The film premiered at the Cannes Film Festival and 
was an immediate hit with critics who praised the concept, 
screenplay, subject matter, musical score, and the vocal 
performances. Inside Out was the recipient of numerous 
awards including the Academy Award for Best Animated 
Feature. 
 
 The Young Disciples (K-5th grade) Swim 
Party scheduled for this Sunday, July 24th, has been 
cancelled. 
 
 First Time Guests! We are excited to report 
that the following persons visited for the first time on 
Sunday, July 17th: Heather Brown & Family. 
 
 World Outreach Ministry: Those wishing to 
fill baskets for the MSU International Students can pick up 
the empty ones in the church office; when full, please take 
them to Room 304 (former Discovery Class). All the 
baskets need to be turned in by Friday, August 19th. 
 We sent a check for $405 to Heifer International for 
Father’s Day purchases of 2 pigs, 1 share of tree 
saplings, 4 hives of bees, 11 flocks of chicks, and 1 trio of 
rabbits. Some people sent their gifts directly to Heifer. 
 The Pentecost Special Day Offering went to support 
Galileo Christian Church. Our members donated $1,327. 
That church was most grateful for the generosity of First 
Christian Church, Wichita Falls. 
 The Outreach Ministry will meet on Tuesday, August 
9th, at 7:00 pm in Room 304. 

 First Christian Church would like to honor our present 
and past Military Members. If you served in any 
branch or reserves, we would like to display your pictures 
and stories to thank you for your service. If you would 
notify Debbi Schmidt at 733-9253 or email her at 
debbims@sbcglobal.net or call the church office, 692-
2282. We would be happy to mail you the information 
form and it is available in the church office for you to pick 
up. Pictures will be copied and returned. Our goal is to 
have them on display by Veterans’ Day. 
 
 Fifth Sunday Fellowship Potluck 
Breakfast will be Sunday, July 31st, at 9:30 am in the 
Fellowship Hall. All Adults and Adult Sunday School 
Classes are invited to meet during the Sunday School 
hour to enjoy a potluck breakfast, a short devotional, a 
Tech Talk with Justin, and to fellowship with one another. 
Please bring your favorite dish to share. 
 
 The 10:45 Worship Service will return to the 
Sanctuary on Sunday, July 31st. 
 
 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as 
possible with our Member News, so if you know about an 
honor someone received, an important event in 
someone’s life, or about an illness or death, please call 
the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at Health South Rehab is Gordon 
West; at Windmill Rehab is Arvilla Taylor. Released and 
back home are Linda C. Carr and Kenn Hill. 

Our condolences are extended to Ricky Scales & 
Family on learning of the death of his cousin, LaDonna 
Scales, recently. 

Our sympathies are extended to Rosella Kemnitz & 
Family on learning of the death of her husband, Ronald 
Kemnitz, on July 13th. 

Congratulations to Hannah Koch & Ryan Ewers, 
who were married on July 9th in the Sanctuary by Rev. 
Brett Coe. Hannah is the daughter of Kathy & Mark Koch. 
 
 Young Ages School’s 2016-17 Enrollment 
Continues. Registration packets are available in the 
hallway. For more information, please call Karen Bivona, 
Director, at 812-573-3704. 
 
 Challenger to be every two weeks—NO 
Challenger next week! During the month of July 
the “Challenger” will be published every two weeks and 
will return to weekly publication on August 3rd. 



1 Annetta Vaccarella 
 
2 Elizabeth Powers 
 
3 Terry Huff 
 Pat Sutton Hoeffner 
 Paula Ward 
 
4 Madi Showalter 
 
5 Samantha Preston 
 
6 Alice West 
 
7 Kay Jackson 
 Karen Rogers 
 
9 Davidson Cook 
 
10 Anita Mills 
 Dottie Westbrook 
 
11 Denise Robinette 
 Glenn Tole 
 

12 Steven Barrett 
 Judy Gilkerson Gore 
 JoBeth Mitchell 
 Cary Thompson 
 
14 April Soakie 
 
15 Billie Burge 
 
16 Cheryl Caraway 
 Hudson Conrady 
 Jonathan Lyne 
 Karen Watson 
 
17 Richard Dalton 
 Mary Kay Dolberry 
 
18 Steve Holland 
 Michelle Pontius 
 
19 Don Terry 
 Joye Thompson 
 
20 Tonia Machado 
 Rylan Morris 
 

21 Tom Long, Jr. 
 Greg Mitchell 
 Randy Wineinger 
 
22 Abby Wright 
 
23 Lisa Pullam 
 Dwight Tuttle 
 
24 Lou Murdock 
 
25 Diana Costello 
 
26 John Dillard 
 
27 Judie Brunson 
 
29 Cal Edgemon 
 Adam Scales 
 
30 Ashley Barker 
 Michael Stewart 
 Andrea Woods 

2 Susan & John Buckley 
 
3 Carol & Burl Nowell 
 
4 Margaret & Richard Phillips 
 
11 Linda & Nick Gipson 
 Carly & Slate Westbrook 
 
12 Cathy & David Gately 
 
13 Elizabeth & Billy Powers 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office, 
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list! 

14 Amy & Blayne Berry 
 
15 Carol & Bill Robison 
 
18 Cathy & Jim Biggs III 
 
19 Cheryl & Jerry Caraway 
 Melissa & Jim Hogan 
 
23 Karen & Jim LaValley 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84 
8:40  Worship. . . 46  10:45 Worship. . .161 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 42 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 7/17/16 $6,152.00 
Through July 18: Income $387,681.19 Expenses $443,019.62 
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PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray that United Arab Emirates believers will grow in depth and 
number. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

7/24: Gary Ballard, Kenn Hill; Cathy Gately, Presiding 
7/31: Bill Jennings, Ronnie James; Ann Hunter, Presiding 

DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 
7/24: Debi Ballard, Shirley Craft, Curtis Sullivan 

7/31: Slate Westbrook, Amy James, Sherry Tucker 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

7/24: Sherry Tucker & Philip Dudenhoeffer 
7/31: Colleen James & Amy James 

JULY DIACONATE SERVERS 
Amy James, Captain; Debi & Larry Ballard, Vicki Kunkle, Robinsue 
Miller, Curtis Sullivan, Sherry Tucker, Cathy Biggs, Philip Dudenhoeffer, 
Claudine Farrell, Andrew Allen, Kay Jackson, Sandra Whatley, Colleen 
James, Sandra Ross, Diane Spiller, Ainslee Buckley, Luke Machado. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Saturday, July 23, 2016 
6:00 Homemade Ice Cream Contest & Social (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 FCC at the Movies: “Inside Out” (Fellowship Hall) 
Sunday, July 24, 2016   
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
Monday, July 25, 2016   
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Vacation Bible School (M-F) (Fellowship Hall)  
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, July 26, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
Wednesday, July 27, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
Sunday, July 31, 2016   
FIFTH SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 5th Sunday Gathering (Fellowship Hall) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
Monday, August 1, 2016 
7:00 Leave for JYF Camp 2 (Grades 3-5) (Aug. 1-5) (Athens TX) 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
4:30 CCF Training (Rm 402) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, August 2, 2016 
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers’ Mtg (Rm 310) 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
Wednesday, August 3, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
Thursday, August  4, 2016 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
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