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1 The LORD is king! Let the earth rejoice; let the many coastlands be glad! 2 Clouds and 
thick darkness are all around him; righteousness and justice are the foundation of his 
throne. 3 Fire goes before him, and consumes his adversaries on every side. 4 His 
lightning’s light up the world; the earth sees and trembles. 5 The mountains melt like 
wax before the LORD, before the Lord of all the earth.  
 
6 The heavens proclaim his righteousness; and all the peoples behold his glory. 7 All 
worshippers of images are put to shame, those who make their boast in worthless idols; 
all gods bow down before him. 8 Zion hears and is glad, and the towns of Judah rejoice, 
because of your judgements, O God. 9 For you, O LORD, are most high over all the earth; 
you are exalted far above all gods. 
 
10 The LORD loves those who hate evil; he guards the lives of his faithful; he rescues 
them from the hand of the wicked. 11 Light dawns for the righteous, and joy for the 
upright in heart. 12 Rejoice in the LORD, O you righteous, and give thanks to his holy 
name! 
 
 
 So much wisdom comes to us through our moms. It’s a good thing to 

remember of Mother’s Day. I searched the internet this week and found 

two very different writers reflected on “Things My Mom Taught Me.” 

 The first is Bert Christensen, a humorist who posted a photo next to 

his article. It is circa 1941 and there stands Bert’s mom—clearly a no-

nonsense woman who thought smiling for the photographer was pure 

vanity. Next to her is Bert who is the spitting image of Dennis the Menace. 

He appears to be about six and could be part of the reason his mom isn’t 

smiling. Listen to some of the things Bert learned from his mom: (Keep in 

mind that this was a different generation of parents!) 
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My mother taught me RELIGION--“You better pray that will come out of 
the carpet.” 

My mother taught me about TIME TRAVEL—“If you don’t straighten up, 
I’m going to knock you into the middle of next week!” 

My mother taught me IRONY—“Keep crying, and I’ll give you 
something to cry about.” 

My mother taught me about STAMINA—“You’ll sit there until all that 
spinach is gone.” 

My mother taught me about ANTICIPATION—“Just wait until we get 
home.” 

My mother taught me GENETICS—“You’re just like your father.” 
My mother taught me about my ROOTS—“Shut that door behind you. Do 

you think you were born in a barn?” 
And my mother taught me about JUSTICE—“One day you’ll have kids, 

and I hope they turn out just like you!” 
 
 That’s an impressive list of wisdom Bert Christensen learned from 

his mom while growing up in the 1940’s. Now listen to the wisdom of a 

contemporary mom speaking to her daughter. The daughter’s name is 

Lynn Wadani, writing for Thought Catalog. 

Nothing that’s handed to you on a silver platter is worth having. And 
nothings worth having will be handed to you. Fight for what you want. 

There is nothing that a George Strait song can’t fix. 
Fall in love as often as you can. Fall in love with songs, with books, with 

places, and fall in love with people. But above all fall in love with 
yourself. 

Make mistakes. Lots and lots of them. But learn from every single one. 
And never make the same mistake twice. 

Be able to take the blame when you do something wrong. And don’t 
always ask for credit when you do something right. 

Not everyone can pull off red lipstick. Wear red lipsticks. Often. 
It’s better to be overdressed than underdressed. 
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Never forget where home is. 
You’re never too old to need your mom. 
 

 Mothers are the keepers of wisdom, and each generation brings 

something new and fresh to what they teach their children. Our scripture 

today is a teaching psalm and I can imagine a mom with the Bible open in 

her lap using this psalm to teach her children who God is and what God is 

like. This is poetry, of course, and the images are spectacular and 

powerful. 

The heavens proclaim God’s righteousness. 
The mountains melt like wax before the Lord. 
The Lord is king!  Let the earth rejoice! 
 
 This is a psalm about the reign of God which is one of the central 

lessons of Hebrew scriptures. Understanding the reign of God is key to a 

life of faith that is strong and resilient but there are reasons why we can’t 

hear these words and receive this truth properly in 2016. And because we 

fail to grasp the reign of God, we limp along with a watered down faith 

that is far from sufficient for the world in which we live. 

 This is an important lesson. Kind of like eating your vegetables. So 

let’s dig in! 

 The source I like best on this subject is James Luther Mays’ article 

The Language of the Reign of God. Here’s a Cliff Note version of what 

Dr. Mays teaches: 
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1) The reign of God is revealed in the story of creation. God has the 
power to bring order and harmony to the cosmos. 

2) The reign of God is revealed in the history of salvation. The Bible 
from beginning to end is one long narrative about God’s saving grace 
poured out on his children. 

3) The reign of God reminds us that God rules over creation and 
humanity. When there is order and even when there is disorder, God 
is still in charge. 

 
 The Lord is king! Why is that message difficult for us to take in? 

 Because we don’t live under the rule of an all-powerful king or 

queen. And where we do see a demonstration of concentrated power in our 

country—might I suggest Wall Street?—we are immediately suspicious of 

the ones in charge. 

 In other parts of the world are believers who have experienced the 

rule of monarch, only the monarch was cruel and corrupt. The 

proclamation that the Lord is king doesn’t seem like good news to them 

either. 

 Regardless of the form of government under which we live, it’s 

difficult for many of us to trust in the reign of God because it seems like 

so much is broken in our world today. Let me tell you, if I was queen of 

the universe some heads would be rolling right about now until we got 

things straightened out. 

 Let me pause briefly here and say that I see some obvious parallels 

between the reign of God and the reign of Mom. When we were growing 

up Mom was in charge of the cosmos and human society in our house and 
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sometimes in our neighborhood and let me tell you she did not suffer fools 

gladly. 

 Now back to the reign of God. Maybe a glimpse of the history of this 

psalm will help… 

 Psalm 97 is one of a collection of six psalms that celebrate the reign 

of God and call God’s people to rejoice that the Lord is king. As you know 

the book of Psalms is the earliest hymnal for the people of God and these 

reign of God hymns go back to 6th and 7th century BCE. We believe these 

reign of God songs were sung in New Year’s festivals to remind the 

people as a new year began that no matter who was sitting on the earthly 

throne, God was still in charge and the foundation of his throne was equal 

parts righteousness and justice. 

 I don’t know about you, but I think that’s a good reminder for an 

election year. 

 When the poets of ancient Israel—think of them like the 

singer/songwriters of today—when these poets wanted to help people 

imagine the comprehensive power of God, they told the people that before 

Almighty God the mountains melt like wax. Do you want to understand 

God’s righteousness, they asked. Then cast your eyes to the heavens and 

behold God’s glory. 

 Last September I got to do just that. My mom and I went on an RV 

adventure with my son Ben and his wife Hailey. We travelled from their 

home in Ogden to the high desert of Utah. We visited the Arches National 
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Park in Moab and the Canyonlands National Park and we camped one 

night at Goblin Valley State Park near Green River. It is an other-worldly 

place of sandstone formations that look like goblins. And we were there 

on an other-worldly night—the night of a spectacular lunar eclipse. We sat 

outside and watched the shadow of the earth pass across a spectacularly 

bright full moon, so bright in fact that we couldn’t see a single star. But 

when the moon was completed covered, the stars appeared like someone 

had flick a switch. For an hour we counted shooting stars and looked for 

constellations. 

 The heavens proclaim God’s righteousness. 

 When the singer-songwriter celebrates the reign of God in our psalm 

today, he uses poetry, and he uses the language of faith. From the 

beginning of time to this very day, God is in charge of the largest solar 

system and the smallest organism. God has the whole world in his hands. 

We are part of this grand and glorious design. Do we need to be reminded 

in 2016 that there is a limit to human power, and that the power of 

Almighty God eclipses every government and kingdom and terrorist group 

the earth has ever known? 

 You bet we do! This understanding of God’s supreme life-changing, 

world rocking power is what fuels our prayer life. Why ask God to 

intervene in our lives and in our world if we suspect the problems today 

are too big for God to fix? I suspect that vitality in one’s prayer life is 

directly linked to our ability to comprehend the power of God. 
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 The same thing can be said of the vitality of the local church. A 

church that dwells under the reign of God and understands the power of 

God to make all things new is a church that thrives. The flip side would be 

a church that loses sight of God’s power quickly lowers its expectations. 

 In James 4:3 the early church is reminded of this. “You do not have 

because you do not ask.” When we lose sight of God’s power, we stop 

praying for miracles. Instead, we remind each other than ministry today is 

challenging and that we’re doing our best. 

 Under the reign of God, the Lord who is King pours his power onto 

churches who seek him. 

 I wonder if you noticed there’s also a kind of heavenly insurance plan 

here in Psalm 97. The opening of the psalm is grand and glorious but then 

the King offers in a very personal way His unlimited protection to those 

who bow before him. 

The Lord loves those who hate evil, 
He guards the lives of his faithful, 
He rescues them from the hand of the wicked. 
Then the light will dawn on the righteous ones 
and joy will pour down on those whose hearts are pure. 
 
 What an incentive for us to embrace the move closer to God and 

know him better? 

 We conclude this season of Easter today. Together over the past 7 

Sundays we have been reviewing the resurrection accounts and 

remembering key lessons taught by Jesus before and after his resurrection. 
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 We read the final act in Luke 24… 

 
Then Jesus led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands, he 
blessed them. While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was 
carried up into heaven. And they worshipped him, and returned to 
Jerusalem with great joy, and they were continually in the temple blessing 
God. 
 
 I wonder sometimes if there was a certain amount of divine 

improvisation in the 40 days Jesus spent on earth following his 

resurrection. I wonder if the original plan might have been that he 

ascended to heaven immediately but then he looked down and saw his 

band of followers lose their footing. They weren’t acting very victorious. 

In fact, they were scared out of their wits, hiding, with hardly any 

recollection of what he had taught. 

 So there was a quick huddle between the Father and the Son and 

Jesus decided to offer a refresher course in Discipleship 101. I’ll teach a 

session of summer school. For 40 days he consoles and teaches and just 

look at them in the final scene, full of joy and purpose, engaged in non-

stop worship while they wait in Jerusalem. 

 Is there anything quite like the resurrection to remind us of the reign 

of God in power and might? 

 The Lord is king! Let the earth rejoice! 


