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FCC PENTECOST OFFERING 
SUPPORTS GALILEO CHURCH 

GRADUATE 
SUNDAY 
MAY 22 

 We will be honoring our high 
school & college graduates on 
Sunday, May 22, during the 
10:45 worship service and we will 
also celebrate their achievements 
with a Graduate Luncheon of 
Indian Tacos following the 
service. 
 We need parents of high 
school graduates to collect 10-15 
photos of your graduate from 
birth until present and a wallet-
size Senior photo, and turn them 
into the church office by Monday, 
May 16, in digital format. 
 We also need college 
graduates or their parents to 
please call Susan in the church 
office, 692-2282, with the 
following information: graduate 
name, college, degree receiving 
(BBA, BS, MBA, etc.), and their 
major and minor. 

MOTHER’S DAY FAMILY BREAKFAST 
for kids K-12 and their families. 
Sunday  9:30  Fellowship Hall 

 One way Disciples across 
N o r t h  A m e r i c a  c e l e b r a t e 
Pentecost—God’s gift of the Holy 
Spirit which gave birth to the 
Church—is to collect a special 
offering each year for new 
congregations springing up 
everywhere. As part of the “2020 
Vision” initiated by former General 
Minister and President Dick 
Hamm, Disciples are seeking to 
plant 1,000 new congregations by 
the year 2020. We are well on our 
way to reaching and perhaps 
exceeding that goal. 
 T h e  n e w e s t  D i s c i p l e 
congregation in the Trinity Brazos 
Area (that’s us!) is Galileo Church, 
planted in the fast-growing 
Mansfield area just south of Fort 

Worth. TBA provided the initial 
funding for this intentionally 
Millennial church start. Founding 
Pastor Katie Hays is shepherding 
a growing flock which rents 
worship space Sundays at 5 pm at 
Red’s Roadhouse in Kennedale. 
You may recall that Katie 
preached for our stewardship 
campaign last fall and shared with 
us what she is learning about 
ministry to Millennials. 
 O u r  W o r l d  O u t r e a c h 
Committee has selected Galileo 
Church as the beneficiary of our 
2016 Pentecost Offering. Give 
generously as we celebrate the 
continuing work of the Holy Spirit 
in 2016. 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
This week Senior Minister David Hartman continues his series on Faith and Science. 

“THE SWEET PERFUME OF CHRIST” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gregor Mendel 
 
 The founder  of  genetic  studies was an Augustinian 
monk named Gregor Mendel. A contemporary of Charles 
Darwin’s (though unknown to him), Mendel was raised in a 
peasant family in Moravia, then part of the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. He attended a parochial school, and, though nearly 
destitute, studied at a local university. He was on the verge 
of starvation when a professor recommended that he enter 
the Augustinian monastery of St. Thomas in Brno, which 
Mendel did, though more from hunger than a sense of 
vocation. His arrival at that time, and in that place, was 
Providential,  since the monks of  St.  Thomas had been 
engaged in plant breeding for nearly two decades. Between 
1856 and 1863, Mendel tested some 28,000 pea plants, and 
in  1858  became  director  of  the  monastery’s  research 
gardens.  He  was  particularly  interested  in  the  plants’ 
inherited characteristics—traits like seed shape, flower color, 
and  plant  height—and  wondered  how  such  traits  were 
transmitted. 
 At  the  time  Mendel  was  doing  his  research,  the 
prevalent  theory  about  inherited  traits  was  that  a  child 
received  half  of  each  parent’s  characteristics.  In  1868, 
Charles Darwin published a book entitled, The Variation of 
Animals and Plants Under Domestication, which sought to 
explain  the  phenomenon.  Darwin  called  his  theory 
“pangenesis” and said that the means of transmission was 
via  a  tiny  substance  in  the  cells  he  called 
“gemules” (generously interpreted by some as a foretelling of 
DNA and RNA). Darwin said each gemule was specific to a 
particular body part—for example, a gemule for feet, and 
another for hands. Darwin also theorized that children could 
inherit characteristics that their parents had acquired in their 
lifetime—for example, that a weight-lifter could genetically 
pass  on  his  musculature,  while  a  lazy  person  could 
genetically pass on flabbiness. We know now that Darwin 
was wrong. 
 By  the  time  Mendel  assumed  leadership  at  the 
monastery’s research gardens, he had read the German 
edition of Darwin’s Origin of Species, and accepted that 
evolution via natural selection might be scientifically valid. 
But his work on inherited traits was much more focused than 

Darwin’s  speculation  about  pangenesis.  In  his  gardens, 
Mendel produced a host of new hybrids among food-yielding 
plants, mostly (but not exclusively) peas. These hybrids had 
improved yield and hardihood, which meant larger and more 
sustainable food production.  In  the course of  doing so, 
Mendel also discovered certain laws which enabled future 
geneticists to understand the process by which successful 
hybridization  occurred.  The  first  he  dubbed “the  law of 
segregation,” which, with fear and trembling, I will try to 
describe with some semblance of accuracy. It begins with the 
premise that genes (like so much in God’s Creation) are 
binary—i.e., each consists of two components called “alleles.” 
But at the formation of a sex cell, which is called a gamete (in 
most higher animals, a gamete is either a sperm or an egg—
remember 8th grade biology?), the alleles separate. Half the 
gametes carry one allele, and the other half carry the other. 
This  means  that  no  particular  gamete  carries  the  full 
complement of the source’s genetic material. When sperm 
and egg unite at fertilization, each contributes its allele, 
restoring  the paired  condition  in  the  offspring.  Mendel’s 
second essential discovery was “the law of independent 
assortment,”  which  stated  that  when  two  or  more 
characteristics  are  inherited,  individual  hereditary  factors 
assort independently while a gamete is being created. The 
upshot of this means, for example, that a blue-eyed father 
would not necessarily sire a blue-eyed son, nor a red-haired 
mother invariably give birth to a red-haired daughter. 
 When Mendel was elected abbot of the monastery—a 
position he held for the next thirty years—his plant research 
largely ended, and for decades his findings were largely 
forgotten. Since being brought back to light in the early 20th 
Century, his research has become foundational in the study 
of  genetics.  More  than  that,  it  has  become  life-giving. 
Although not often remarked on, Mendel’s tenure in the 
Augustinian  Order  may  have  been  determinative  in  his 
scientific endeavors. The Order followed the “Rule of St. 
Augustine,” whose mission is framed by a belief that its work 
contributed to the upbuilding of the Body of Christ. The 
Augustinians had a special prayer: 
 

May the Lord grant that you adhere to all these 
things in love, as lovers of spiritual beauty, bearing 
up the sweet perfume of Christ from your good way 
of life, not as those enslaved under law, but as 
freemen established under grace. 

 

 Inhaling “the sweet perfume of Christ” in his gardens, 
this  humble  monk  did  extraordinary  work,  laying  the 
groundwork for a revolution in crop development which later 
became known as the “Green Revolution.” In the Green 
Revolution, Mendel’s techniques were employed to breed a 
new form of  wheat,  more disease-resistant,  with shorter 
stems  and  more  yield  to  the  acre.  This,  coupled  with 
innovations in fertilization and irrigation, has been credited 
with saving over a billion people from starvation. Next week, 
we  will  conclude  this  series  on  God  and  science  by 
discussing the principal figure in the Green Revolution (and 
one of my great personal heroes), Norman Borlaug. 
         Dave 
Prayer: Almighty and loving God, how wondrous are your 
works! With each new discovery of your laws of science, may 
we also cherish anew the grace of your mercy and love. In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen. 



MAY MINISTRY MEETINGS 
Monday, May 9, 2016 

6:00 pm, Room 310 
Evangelism 

 

Tuesday, May 10, 2016 
6:00 pm, Room 310 

World Outreach 
 

7:00 pm, Room 402 
Property 

 

Tuesday, May 17, 2016 
6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Education & Membership 
6:00 pm, Room 310 

Stewardship 
7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Worship 
 

If you will need childcare, please RSVP to the church 
office, 692-2282, by noon on Mondays, May 9 & 16. 

New on the Library Shelves. . . 
 New Children’s Books in the Library: 
1. Max Lucado — The Boy and the Ocean 
  A story of God’s love. 
 

2. Shawn Byous — 7 Days of Awesome 
  A creation tale. 
 

Take advantage of and enjoy your 
First Christian Church Library and 

its contents any time the church building is open. 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 The May CWF Luncheon will be Monday, May 9th, at 
11:45 am in the Fellowship Hall. The program will be 
Installation of Officers & Receiving of Blessing Boxes. The 
devotional will be given by Addison Fitts and the service 
offering will go to CWF General Fund. Reservations are 
not required and guests are welcome. Cost is $5.00 per 
person. The CWF Board will meet at 10:30 am in Room 
310 prior to the luncheon. 

Don’t Forget to “Like Us” on 

OPEN FLOWER DATES 
 If you would like to donate the flowers for the 
worship service in the Sanctuary, the following dates  
are open: May 15 & 22. To donate or for more info, 
call Peggy Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 781-2426. 

FIRST TIME GUESTS 
 We are excited to report that the following 
persons visited for the first time this past Sunday: 
Don Lewis. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: at The Gables is Doris Robbins. 

Released and back home is Harry Gordon & Jimmie 
Stodghill Sr.. 

Congratulations to Maggie & Brandon Beyer on the 
birth of their daughter, Harper Kristan Beyer, born on April 
27th. She weighed 7 lbs 14 ozs. Proud grandfather is 
Brad Beyer and great-grandmother is Ruth Beyer. 
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you know 
about an honor someone received, an important event in someone’s life, or about 
illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Young Ages School 
2016-17 Enrollment Has Begun 

Registration packets are available in the hallway. 
For more information, please call Karen Bivona, Director, 

in the Young Ages office, 692-3640. 

SAVE THE DATE 

for 

VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

July 25-29 
9:00am - 12:00 pm 

 
4 year olds - 4th Grade 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY’S 
PARADE OF HOMES 

 Each year the Parade of Homes benefits Habitat for 
Humanity by the small charge for touring the houses. 
Volunteers are needed at each location on the tour to sell 
tickets and mark the tickets as purchasers visit each 
house. Volunteers receive detailed but easy instructions. 
To sign up for a slot, call Carla Dowlen, 940-716-9300. 
The times and dates are as follows: 
 

Friday, June 3  6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, June 4 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. (2 hour shifts) 
Sunday, June 5  1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. (2 hour shifts) 
 
Friday, June 10  6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, June 11 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. (2 hour shifts) 
Sunday, June 12 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. (2 hour shifts) 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92 
8:40  Worship. . . 55  10:45 Worship. . .194 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249 
CGRM: Friday Faith Refugee . . 4 Sunday Evening Ministry . . 24 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 5/1/16 $10,177.00 
Through May 2: Income $243,177.05 Expenses $289,100.33 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

Luke 24:44-53 & Psalm 97 
Rev. Renee Hoke 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for Laos believers who are evicted from their villages 
because they refuse to renounce their faith. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Ronnie James, Ann Hunter; Bill Jennings, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Amy James, Jon Hartman, Carly Westbrook 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Debbie & Mark Turnbow 
MAY DIACONATE SERVERS 

Jody & Brandi Brannon, Kay Jackson, June Lemmon, James Poole, Billy 
Thacker, Catherine Earley, Caitlin Hartman, Kathleen Lauck, Michael 
Pettibon, Sandra Whatley, Lee DeVilbiss, Jill Griffin, Jon Hartman, 
Debbie & Mark Turnbow. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, May 8, 2016   
MOTHER’S DAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 Mother’s Day Breakfast for Youth Groups (Fellowship Hall) 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
4:30 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall) 
NO Sunday Evening Activities 
Monday, May 9, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
10:30 CWF Board Meeting (Rm 310) 
11:45 CWF Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
4:30 CCF Staff Meeting (Rm 402) 
6:00 Evangelism Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, May 10, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Young Ages School End-of-Year Program (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 World Outreach Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
7:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 402) 
Wednesday, May 11, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30 Feast Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 Acoustic Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
  Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rms 309/311) 
  Chi Rho/CYF (Grades 6-12) (FH/Rm 403C) 
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
 


