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WANTED: READING MENTORS FOR 
FAIN ELEMENTARY 

 Purpose: To ensure that all children in the Wichita 
Falls ISD are reading at grade level by the end of the third 
grade. By the time they walk into their fourth grade 
classroom, they will be reading to learn rather than 
learning to read. 
 Statistics: During two successful Read 2 Learn school 
years, volunteers dedicated more than 12,212 hours to 
our Read 2 Learn students. That’s more than 750 
volunteers helping more than 525 students.  But the 
challenge continues. During the current school year, 
nearly 740 second grade students will be considered 
economically disadvantaged if they cannot read on grade 
by the end of third grade and they will be 13 times less 
likely to graduate with their peers. 
 Goal: If just one volunteer gives 30 minutes a week 
reading with an at risk student, that volunteer can make a 
difference that will last a lifetime. 
 You are invited to be that volunteer! Training for Read 
2 Learn mentors will be offered at First Christian Church 
on January 8, 2016, from noon until 1 pm. January Jones 
from Partners in Education will conduct the training. A 
light lunch will be served. Once you are trained and have 
completed the volunteer registration form at 
www.wfisd.net, you will be matched with a second grader 
at Fain Elementary and begin mentoring sessions. Please 
join us! 

Frequently Asked Questions: 
 Q: I have travel plans this spring. Can I co-mentor with 
someone who will fill in while I am away? 
 A: Yes. 
 Q: What day and what time are the mentoring sessions? 
 A: They can be scheduled on any weekday from 8:15 am – 
2:30 pm. 
 Q: Which days and times are best for mentoring? 
 A: The best times and days are Tuesday-Thursday 8:15-
9:45 am and 12 noon – 2 pm. That’s when the school library is 
empty and there’s plenty of space for mentors and students to 
spread out. But there are always places in the building where a 
mentor and student can work. 

STRENGTHENING OUR MINISTRY IN 2016 
 Our Nominating Committee has been busy this month 
calling on members to fill leadership positions in 2016. 
There’s no question that Elders and Deacons are 
essential to ministry at FCC. In order to strengthen and 
support their work, Board President John Buckley and 
Vice President Cindy Hernandez are hosting a leadership 
dinner for all elders and deacons on January 5 at 6 pm in 
Fellowship Hall. 
 The meal and program will focus on the vital role of 
Elders and Deacons. There will be time for setting goals 
and getting to know each other so that collaboration is 
possible. 
 If you are serving as an Elder or Deacon in 2016, 
mark your calendar and plan to be part of this important 
evening. 

THIS IS A TWO-WEEK CHALLENGER— 
NO CHALLENGER NEXT WEEK. 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Morgan Weistling, Kissing the Face of God 
 

FEAR AND LOVE, MUNDANE AND MIRACULOUS 
 

 In 1987, I was serving Olive Branch Christian Church 
near Williamsburg, Virginia. Two weeks before Christmas, 
I was called to the hospital to pray for a little girl who was 
very sick with meningitis. Though both viral and bacterial 
meningitis can have the same symptoms, the bacterial 
kind can be life-threatening. Back then, it took a spinal 
tap, and many hours of waiting for the test results, to 
determine which kind it was. The mother told me that her 
little girl’s illness was bacterial, and that with the fever 
rising, she had only been given even odds to survive the 
night. Her family and I prayed for her deliverance through 
the long night ahead, and her full recovery thereafter. 
Mercifully, she did make it through the night, and a few 
days later went home, though, sadly, with some residual 
brain damage. 
 A week later, my 4 1/2 year old son experienced high 
fever and a wracking headache. We called the 
pediatrician, who asked him over the phone if he could put 
his chin to his neck. “It hurts too much,” he said, and 
started to cry. He was sobbing with pain when we rushed 
him to the emergency room. The medical staff prepared to 
commence a spinal tap, and told me to wait outside the 
door. I broke down as I heard his howls of pain, and his 
screaming pleas to “Take it out, take it out!” 
 Because his younger brother had been born the last 
week of November, we decided it would be better if their 
mother stayed with the newborn. That night, I lay on the 
couch in my little boy’s hospital room, thinking and 
praying. We were in the same room where the little girl 
who had nearly died from bacterial meningitis had been. 
Was there some kind of cosmic arithmetic, I wondered? 
Had my prayers for her healing been answered with, “I 
granted you one life, I claim another”? Under any other 
circumstances, I would never have believed that. Was I 
not a man of faith? But still, under these circumstances… 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
 We will have two identical Christmas Eve services at 
6:00 pm and 11:00 pm in the Sanctuary. Both services will 
have the 46th annual performance of Herbert Burtis’ 
CHRISTMAS EVE. We ask that no flash photography be 
done during the performance, thank you. Communion will 
be served at both services and each service will conclude 
with a service of candle lighting. We invite you to attend 
one or both services! 

 The next morning, a middle-aged cleaning lady with 
an Irish accent came to the door. She introduced herself 
as Kathleen, and asked if she could say the rosary over 
my son. Ordinarily, I would have declined—after all, was I 
not a rational Protestant preacher? She pulled out a 
rosary with gold links. “See this?” she asked. “My cousin 
sent it to me from Medjugorge.” I knew the name—a site in 
Yugoslavia where people purportedly saw visions of the 
Virgin Mary. Under other circumstances, I wouldn't have 
believed that, either. She went on about the rosary. 
“These links used to be silver. At Medjugorge, they turned 
to gold.” That last was well beyond credible, and under 
other circumstances, I would have politely asked her to 
leave, and perhaps placed a call to the hospital 
administrator about his deluded and presumptuous 
cleaning lady. But now? Whatever might help, I wanted 
my son well. 
 I stood outside and listened as Kathleen said the 
rosary over my sleeping son in a soft Irish lilt: “Hail, Mary, 
full of grace…Our Father, who art in heaven…” When she 
finished, she came out and said to me, “He’ll be fine now.” 
“Here’s hoping,” I said. As she pushed her cart around the 
corner, the pediatrician appeared and approached me, 
grinning. “We just got the preliminary results of the test. It 
looks like it’s viral. Your son should be fine.” And he was. 
 That Christmas Eve, I was with my family, savoring 
the moments of stillness before setting out for the 11 p.m. 
service. The newborn was asleep in his mother’s arms, 
the firstborn in my lap. He will be fine, I thought. I 
pondered the nature of miracles, of grace revealed in 
ways both mundane and strange. I thought about how 
fear and love for my son made me so much more open to 
hearing things that two weeks before I would not have 
willingly heard. I wondered about the fearless grace that 
propelled Kathleen to make her offer to a stranger. And I 
thought how God’s love was revealed that first Christmas 
as a longing, desperate love, compounded by things as 
mundane as straw in a manger, and as miraculous as 
archangels in the heavens, and how Mary must have 
wondered, as she held her own small child, about the 
mysterious plans and purposes of God. 

          Dave 
Prayer: Almighty and loving God, whether we come to you 
out of love, or fear, or both, may we always know that you 
so loved the world that you gave your only begotten Son, 
so that whoever believes in him shall not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 
 

Note: This remembrance, along with that of various other 
local ministers, first appeared in the Wichita Falls Times 
Record-News on December 19, 2015. Many thanks to 
Sarah Johnson for the gracious invitation. 



This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 
“A Gift Worth Waiting For” 

Luke 2:22-40 
Dr. David B. Hartman Jr. 

 

5:14 CGRM Worship Service: 
No service or groups on December 27 

A NOTE FROM THE 
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

 Thank you for your loving gifts to 
the church, gifts of time and talent and 
offerings. We trust that we will together, 
as the Body of Christ, provide for our 
church in the year to come. If you have 
not turned in your Estimate of Giving for 
2016, we hope you will prayerfully 
consider doing so soon. Each 
commitment enables us to be faithful 
stewards when planning our church’s 
budget for 2016. Thank you for your 

generosity and may God richly bless you and your loved ones. 
 

ESTIMATES OF GIVING AS OF MONDAY, DEC. 21 
137 Commitments = $581,614.00 

Stewardship Campaign 
for 2016 

More Than We Deserve 
Greater Than We Imagine 

FIRST TIME VISITORS 
We are excited to report that the following persons 
visited for the first time on Sunday: Deamber 
Dillard, Linda Dillard, Bradford Goetz, & Tom Horn. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: at URHCS is Tonia Machado; at 

Health South Rehab is Cherry Medina; at Senior Care 
Rehab is Betty Etoch. 

This Week at FCC 

CHURCH BUILDING, OFFICES & 
ALL PROGRAMS WILL BE CLOSED 

ON FRIDAYS, 
DECEMBER 25 & JANUARY 1, 

FOR CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEARS! 

HAPPY RETIREMENT, 
ROSELLA AND ELLA! 

 It’s time for FCC to say goodbye to two extraordinary 
members of the staff. Miss Rosella and Miss Ella are 
retiring from the Church Nursery. Rosella Kemnitz has 
served two generations of children at FCC. She joined the 
staff in February 1979. Ella Hart arrived 10 years later in 
April 1989. 
 These two devoted nursery attendants have been a 
blessing for so many church families over the years. We 
will celebrate their dedicated service with a reception in 
the Parlor immediately following the 10:45 am worship on 
January 3. We are also collecting a love offering for 
Rosella and Ella. Contributions can be placed in the 
offering plate or dropped by the church office no later than 
December 30. Make your checks payable to FCC and 
indicate love offering on the memo line. 
 God bless you and keep you, Rosella and Ella! 

CHILDREN COME FIRST 
 Children Come First is looking for a qualified, loving, 
caregiver to work part-time with infants and substitute in 
all classrooms. If interested, please apply in the CCF 
Office, Monday-Friday, from 9:00-6:00. 

CHURCH BOARD MEETING 
Sunday, January 3, 2016, Sanctuary 

Immediately following 10:45 worship service 
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, January 10, 2016, Sanctuary 

Immediately following 10:45 worship service 
NEW CHURCH BOARD MEETING 

Sunday, January 10, 2016, Sanctuary 
Immediately following Congregational Meeting 



ELDERS’ PRAYER LIST 
 In an effort to keep our prayer list current, if you have 
requested prayers for a family member or friend, please 
give us an update on their status by calling Pam in the 
church office at 692-2282.  Thank you! 

Don’t Forget to “Like Us” on 

Need a special gift? 
Sterling silver chalice charms 

are being offered by the CWF ladies. 
Cost is $50 with proceeds benefitting CWF. 

Available in the church office. 

New on the 

Library Shelves. . . 
Between Sundays by Karen 
Kingsbury 
 Two men and the game they 
love, a woman with a heart for the 
lonely and lost, and a boy who 

believes the impossible are thrown together in a season 
of self-discovery. They are about to learn lessons in 
character, grace, love and sacrifice. 
 Life isn’t defined by what takes place on Sunday, but 
how we live between Sundays. 
 
Who Needs God by Harold Kushner 
 Harold Kushner, who has brought inspiration and 
comfort to millions has written a powerful, provocative and 
persuasive book that makes religious commitment 
understandable and attractive to everyone. This book 
explores the importance of God in our daily lives. 
 
Still Alice by Lisa Genoua 
 This fiction book is portrayal of the journey of an 
Alzheimer’s victim. With grace and compassion 
neuroscientist, Lisa Genoua, writes about the enormous 
white emptiness created by Alzheiver’s. Still Alice has 
been made into a movie starring Julianna Moore. 
 
The New Testament is composed of 30-minute lectures 
crafted and narrated by Bart D. Ehrman for “The Great 
Books” collection. 
 It consists of 2 DVD’s, a course guide book, and a 
transcript book. 
 Explore the New Testament from the Gospel of 
Matthew to the Book of Revelation. Discover how 
historical research can illuminate the New Testament - 
the most widely read book in history - in this riveting 
course that combines biblical scholarship, archaeological 
discoveries, and literary analysis. 
 This enlightening (and enjoyable) course is suitable 
for Sunday School class, Bible study groups, or 
individuals. 
 Our library includes books by Professor Ehrman 
including, Misquoting Jesus, Lost Scriptures and Lost 
Christianities. 
 

Take advantage of and enjoy your 
First Christian Church Library and 

its contents any time the church building is open. 

Sign Up Now For Our 
Monday Morning Ministry Update 

 Photos of weekend events, ministry calendar for the 
week ahead, everything you need to participate in and 
pray for FCC. All we need is your e-mail address sent to 
susan@firstchristianwf.com. 

THE YOUTH’S COOKIE MIX FUNDRAISER 
 If you are in a baking mood, the youth group still has 
cookie jars for sale, now for $7 each! Each one has the 
necessary dry ingredients to make roughly two dozen 
cookies, and directions attached to the outside for the wet 
ingredients and baking directions. Funds from the cookie jars 
benefit the mission trip for next year. 

MID-WEEK COMMUNION SERVICE 
 On Wednesdays come for a period of quiet prayer 
and communion in our Chapel from 5:00-5:30 pm. 
Members are warmly invited to come in and pray for 
however long or as little as they feel led; and from 5:15-
5:30 pm, there is a brief vespers service consisting of 
scripture, guided prayer and communion. 

PRIME TIMERS LUNCHEON 
Sunday, January 3, 

12:00 noon, Fellowship Hall 

PANTRY SUNDAY - JANUARY 3 
 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Ministries will be this 
Sunday, January 3rd. Items for collection will be paper 
towels & toilet paper. Also needed are the reusable cloth 
shopping bags. IMI and Outreach appreciate your gifts to 
this project each month. 

OUR WEBSITE 
 Be sure to check our website for information on 
events and resources offered by First Christian Church! 
The more the website is visited the more popular the site 
becomes on the search engines allowing for individuals to 
find the site easier! Let’s make our church one that is 
easily located both in the community and on the web! 

http://www.firstchristianwf.com/ 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 Remember, if and when your postal address, email 
address, or telephone (home, work or cell) numbers 
change, the church office needs to be notified so that we 
may keep your membership records updated and current. 
 Also, if you are not already doing so and you have an 
email address and would like to receive the Challenger by 
email instead of regular mail just let Susan know at 
susan@firstchristianwf.com. 



1 Kerry Roach 
 
2 John Buckley 
 Hannah Earley 
 Jack Murdock 
 
3 Jason Hughes 
 
4 Karen Brunswick 
 Don Milligan 
 Sal Ramirez 
 Chris Showalter 
 Sharon Winn 
 
5 Linda Tole 
 
6 Addi Cobb 
 Dan Craig 
 
8 Cherry Medina 
 Elrhea Williams 
 Cavett Winn 
 
9 Zoey Brunson 
 Gary Bryant 
 Curtis Dolberry 
 Grayson Freeman 
 Ruth Terry 
 
10 Dan Davis 
 Frank Tate 
 

11 Tatum Roman 
 Thomas Roman 
 
12 Beverly Bumgarner 
 Mac Cannedy Jr. 
 Delane Gibson 
 Lauren Loskot 
 
14 Peggy Shelton 
 
15 Carol Moore 
 
17 Julie Day 
 
18 Diane Spiller 
 
20 Jude Gentry 
 
22 Sherry Tucker 
 
23 Isabell Murphey 
 
24 Robinsue Miller 
 Luke Ward 
 Vickie Young 
 
26 Alice Gordon 
 Joy Robbins 
 Marilyn Vaughn 
 

27 Richard Barker 
 Phil Hollabaugh 
 Sue Nunn 
 
30 Bertha McCrossan 
 Alisa Ratzlaff 
 
31 Jody Brannon 
 Abigail Clements 
 Gayle Salazar 
 

3 Vicki & Doug Kunkle 
 
4 Jeanette & Chris Showalter 
 Sharon & Paul Stradley 
 
6 Linda & Floyd Thornton 
 

10 Ivonne & Keith Wineinger 
 
12 Paige & Blaine Schroeder 
 
26 Joan & Jimmie Stodghill Sr. 
 
31 Kristin & H.P. Schuele 
 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119 
8:40  Worship. . . 39  10:45 Worship. . .249 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288 
CGRM: Friday Women’s Refuge . .   Sunday Evening Ministry . . N/S 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $16,698.52 
Sunday Receipts for 12/20/15 $31,995.12 
Through Dec. 14: Income $733,644.75 Expenses $759,556.10 
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PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for the pastors and churches along the coast and in 
northern Kenya, where they are under increased attack. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Dec. 24, 6:00pm: Howard Morris, Cindy Hernandez;  
Mike Spiller Jr., Presiding 

Dec. 24, 11:00pm: Andy Wilson, Kenn Hill; Roma Prassel, Presiding 
Dec. 27: Marjorie Parker, Ronnie James; Harry Tonemah, Presiding 

Jan. 3: Susan Buckley; Doug Thompson; Kerry Roach, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Dec. 27: Brandi Brannon, Amy James, Sherry Tucker 
Jan. 3: Debi Ballard, Robinsue Miller, Vicki Kunkle 

DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 
Dec. 27: Sandy Hay & Donna Long 

Jan. 3: Debi & Larry Ballard 
DECEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Fred Gentry, Sandy Hay, Liz & Tim Thomas, Jody & Brandi Brannon, 
Donna Long, Travis Ralls, Sherry Tucker, Philip Dudenhoeffer, 
Catherine Earley, Amy James, Sarah Stewart, Luke Machado, Madi 
Showalter. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, December 27, 2015  
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
NO Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
NO Sunday Evening Activities 
Monday, December 28, 2015 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-Th) 
Young Ages School Closed Until January 4 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, December 29, 2015 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
Wednesday, December 30, 2015   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
NO FEAST Activities 
NO Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Friday, January 1, 2016 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed 
Sunday, January 3, 2016  
PANTRY SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
NO Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Church Board Meeting (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Retirement Reception for Rosella & Ella (Parlor) 
12:00 Prime Timers Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are  (Grades 6-12) (Room 403C) 
5:14 CGRM Evening Ministry (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
7:00 CGRM Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Monday, January 4, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00 Young Ages School Teacher In-Service 
6:00 CCF Staff Meeting (Rm 402) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, January 5, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Elders & Deacons Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesday, January 6, 2016  EPIPHANY 
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30-6:00 Feast Fellowship Meal (Rm 402/405) 
6:00-7:00 Feast Small Groups: 
  Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
  360 (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403C) 
  Adult Bible Study: “New Testament Writings” (Rm 305) 
7:00-7:15 Feast Communion & Prayer (Chapel) 
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
7:15-8:00 Feast Open Gym 
Thursday, January 7, 2016 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
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