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HHH 
VOLUNTEERS 

 The Discovery Class 
is hosting riders for the 
HHH again this year. We 
are expecting to double 
our number (around 200 
total). If you would like to 

volunteer to help make these cyclists feel welcome here 
at First Christian, please contact Cindy Hernandez at 642-
0167. The Discovery Class will hold an organizational 
meeting for all volunteers on Thursday, August 13th, at 
6:00 pm in the Discovery Classroom, Room 304. 

GOD BLESS TEACHERS! 
Join us on 

Sunday, August 23rd, 
during the 10:45 am Worship Service 

in the Sanctuary 
for the 

Blessing of Teachers 
Everyone welcome! 

ANNIVERSARY MEMORY PROGRAM & 
FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON 

Sunday, August 23rd 
12:00 noon 

Fellowship Hall 
Program: “125th Anniversary Memory” by Dr. Hartman 

Menu to be announced. Cost is by donation. 
Everyone welcome! 

Please make your reservations in worship this Sunday 
or by calling the church office, 692-2282. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Midweek Ministry Begins 
September 16th  

 
 Join First Christian Church as we embark on a 
new series of programs for ALL ages! We’ll gather 
together for a meal then break out for group Bible 
studies! 

 
5:30-6:00PM   Family Meal 
 
6:00-7:00PM   Young Disciples (K-5) 
     Check In (6-12) 
     Adult Studies 
 
7:00-8:00PM   Open Gym 

 
Details 

 As Disciples we are called into fellowship with 
one another and with Christ to lead a life of love and 
compassion. To educate and advocate for those 
who cannot and to serve others as Christ served 
those around him. As Disciples we are named to be 
the wholeness in a fragmented world. Join us for a 
new community of individuals gathered in Christ’s 
name and bringing together all generations and 
demographics. FEAST offers a place for fellowship, 
education, advocacy, and service in order to 
transform us into better Disciples of Christ. Join us 
for dinner followed by separate studies for children, 
youth, and adults alike. 

 

2 Corinthians 5:17: 
“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new 

creature; the old things passed away; behold, 
new things have come.” 



A LESSON IN TECHNOLOGY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Almost daily during my first month at First Christian 
Church, God has been sending reminders that I am 
exactly where God wants me to be. 
 Last week it was Vacation Bible School.  When Sarah 
Cook asked where I would like to serve, I gladly 
volunteered to teach the Bible lesson. That’s the best fit 
for me.  You do not want me teaching crafts.  Ever. 
 Next I met my teaching partner for the week--Linda 
Gipson.  Linda took charge of the science experiments 
that went along with each Bible lesson.  Let me tell you:  
put some protective goggles on that woman, and she is 
fearless.  And great fun!  The science laboratory theme 
definitely kept us on our toes all week. In the course of the 
morning, we taught the same lesson five times, making 
some adjustments along the way based on the age of 
each class. 
 Keeping the attention of our students was a snap 
during Linda’s science experiments.  The challenge was 
maintaining that focus during my Bible lesson. On 
Wednesday the subject was transformation, so I searched 
the internet for video of a Monarch caterpillar transforming 
into a butterfly.  I found the perfect video set to classical 
music.  But alas!  My projector technology failed me.  As 
did my Bluetooth speaker for audio.  It was time for plan 
B, with me as a human tripod holding my laptop with the 
children seated around me on the floor.   
 I was frustrated.  But only for a moment.  Before me 
were more than a dozen upturned faces watching the 
video on my laptop.  I had the best seat in the house. A 
dozen pairs of eyes sparkled as the tiny caterpillar 
emerged from the egg. In unison the children smiled in 
amazement as the caterpillar grew and grew and GREW. 
The children held their breath waiting for the first sign of 
the butterfly emerging from the cocoon.  And there was a 
group “Aaah!” as brand new wings stretched out to full 
size and began to flutter in preparation for flight. 
 I’ve replayed what I saw a couple of times in my head 
and described it to a few friends.  But words fail me when 
I witness something indescribable.   
 What a blessing to be the one watching those 
beautiful faces take in one of God’s most delightful 
examples of transformation.  Thank God for technology 
failures that help us pay attention to what is going on 
around us. Thank God for Vacation Bible School—still one 
of the best vehicles for Christian Education around.  And 
thank God for the priceless sense of wonder that radiates 
from the faces of children. 

         Renee 

Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
Thank You, Sarah! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mere words cannot convey the deep gratitude we feel 
for Sarah Cook who, in our hour of need, graciously took 
on the role of Interim Director of Children’s Ministries in 
the spring of 2014. Gentle, insightful, multi-talented and 
filled with a deep love for our children, Sarah guided our 
Children’s Ministry through two Vacation Bible Schools, a 
Christmas  Eve  service,  weekly  children’s  programs, 
multiple  special  events  and  a  line-up  of  children’s 
messages on Sunday mornings. She also worked with 
Justin Dickey, who is now the Director of Youth and 
Children’s Ministries, to insure the smoothest possible 
transition.  Her  final  “official”  event  was  last  week’s 
delightful Vacation Bible School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Justin and Sarah instructing a 
young Einstein in a science project 

 
 We’re excited about Justin’s vision for Youth and 
Children’s Ministries in the coming year. He and Renee 
Hoke have teamed up to develop a program that promises 
to be a source of inspiration and joy for our children and 
young people, while relying strongly on the insights and 
counsel of our church parents. As a church, we are deeply 
blessed by all of our servant leaders. Thank you, Sarah, 
for the gift you are! God bless you, Justin! And may God 
richly bless all of our ministries and the people of God 
they serve. 

          Dave 



MIDWEEK RESPITE SERVICE 
 On Wednesday evening a period of quiet prayer and 
respite is available in our Chapel from 5:30-6:30.  
Members are warmly invited to come in and pray for 
however long or as little as they feel led; from 5:45-6:00, 
there is a brief vespers service consisting of scripture, 
guided prayer and communion. 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 Remember, if and when your postal address, email 
address, or telephone (home, work or cell) numbers 
change, the church office needs to be notified so that we 
may keep your membership records updated and current. 
 Also, if you are not already doing so and you have an 
email address and would like to receive the Challenger by 
email instead of regular mail just let Susan know at 
susan@firstchristianwf.com. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: at URHCS is Jaime Rodden, Jim Zug (No 

visitors); at Health South Rehab is Diane Brown; at Windmill 
Rehab is Patt Giddings. Released and back home is Tonia 
Machado. 

Congratulations to Sara Long & Lance Harland, who 
were married on July 25th in Colorado by Rev. Brett Coe. 
Sara is the daughter of Jane & Randy Long and 
granddaughter of Donna & Tom Long Jr. and Sara Anderson. 

Congratulations to Angela Gentry & Johnny Bedford on 
the birth of their son, Padon Christian Bedford on July 26th. 
Padon Christian weighed 7 lbs 6 oz. 
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you 
know about an honor someone received, an important event in 
someone’s life, or about illness or death, please call the church—692-
2282.  Thanks! 

FIRST TIME VISITORS 
We are excited to report that the following persons 
visited for the first time on Sunday, July 19th: Larry 
Hoppe; and on August 2nd: Richard & JJ Dougherty. 

BABY DEDICATION SERVICE TO BE HELD 
 There will be a Baby Dedication Service on Sunday, 
August 30th, during the 10:45 worship service. If you are 
interested in participating, please call Susan in the church 
office, 692-2282, with the following info: child’s full name 
and parents’ names by Monday. August 24th. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Last week First Christian Church hosted its 2015 
Vacation Bible School, Son Sparks Labs! During the week 
children from age 4 to 4th grade participated in singing & 
dancing, bible stories, crafts, games, crazy science 
experiments and much more! They learned all about 
God’s plan for each of them and how much He truly loves 
us all. Each day the children focused on a different plan 
God has for them: 2 MAKE Us, 2 Be WITH Us, 4 Us 2 
KNOW Him, 2 SAVE Us, and Gods plan 2 LOVE Us 4-
Ever! Overall, the children had a wonderful week filled 
with excitement for God’s love and all the things He has in 
store for each of us. A special thanks to all the individuals 
who donated their time, resources, and talents to make 
this summer’s VBS such a great experience! This Sunday 
we’ll have a slideshow with lot of pictures from Son 
Sparks Lab!  

 FROM THE MAILBOX. . . 
Please join First Christian Church of Canyon, Texas 

in celebrating 
Reverend Debra Huffman’s Retirement! 

Sunday, August 16th 
2011 4th Avenue, Canyon TX 79015 

Worship Service at 10:15 am 
Meal provided at 12:00 pm 

RSVP 806-655-3512 
 

* * * * * * * * 
 

On behalf of the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), 

First Christian Church Duncanville, 
and Irving North Christian Church, 

Please join us for the 
Ordination to Christian Ministry of 

 
Sarah Kelly Almanza 

 
Saturday, August 22nd 

1:00pm 
 

First Christian Church 
203 South Main Street 

Duncanville, Texas 75116 
 

 Sarah is the daughter of Johnny & Mary Almanza, 
granddaughter of the late John Almanza & Stella 
Almanza. Sarah graduated from TCU & Brite Divinity 
School. We welcome the opportunity to share our joy with 
our home church in Wichita Falls. 

OUR WEBSITE 
Be sure to check our new website for information on 
events and resources offered by First Christian Church! 
The more the new website is visited the more popular the 
site becomes on the search engines allowing for 
individuals to find the site easier! Let’s make our church 
one that is easily located both in the community and on 
the web! 

http://www.firstchristianwf.com/ 



MSU GARAGE GIVEAWAY UPDATE 
 The distribution of household items for MSU 
international students will be Saturday, August 22. That 
means all the goods need to be at Jerry’s Sporting Goods 
behind McDonald’s on Southwest Parkway by the first of 
that week so they can be counted and divided. The 
students have an orientation at Heritage Church on 
Southwest Parkway on that day, and we will have items 
ready to pick up. Larger pieces will be delivered to them in 
the next day or so. 
 Students from Europe are usually athletes and live in 
the dorms. We are working with students from the 
Caribbean islands or from African and Asian countries. 
We expect about 70 of them who will live as 4 students in 
each 2-bedroom apartment. Often they think they have 
enough money to live on, but they are shocked by the cost 
of things here compared to their home countries. 
 Keep in mind that students have come with 2 
suitcases of clothes and have no household goods, 
limited funds, and no transportation other than buses. We 
would like for each student to have a box of essential 
items for apartment life. Here is what we would like for 
each young man or woman to receive: 2 each plates, 
cups, bowls, glasses, flatware; a serving bowl, kitchen 
towel, towel and washcloth, set of full-size sheets, 
blanket. (I have told some of you they had twin beds, but 
this was incorrect. Larger sheets would work, but not 
smaller.)  
 Other small items needed are kitchen knives, 
potholders, toaster, pots and pans, bath or kitchen rugs, 
can opener, spatulas, iron, pictures. Cleaning supplies, 
broom, mop, soap seem helpful. These kinds of things will 
be available on the orientation day. Sally Hastings 
reported seeing students studying on the kitchen counter 
or in the bathroom because the apartment did not have 
overhead light fixtures, so table or study lamps would be 
great.  
 Larger items can include tables, end tables, chairs 
(including folding chairs), plastic stack drawers, dressers. 
Think about starting out in an apartment with nothing. 
 Jerry says we can deliver things to his business 
anytime now. Please take things as soon as possible. 
Cardboard boxes would be helpful. You can call Jerry 
(940-704-1471) if you have furniture that needs a truck 
pickup. Let the church office know if you can volunteer to 
move larger items. If you would prefer to contribute 
money, we can use it to shop for things we did not 
receive. If you are shopping, consider stretching the 
money by shopping at Goodwill or the First Step Store, 
etc. 
 We have wanted to be of service to MSU for many 
years; this is an opportunity for us to be of genuine help to 
students. Heritage Church has been doing this service for 
some time and we are fortunate to be able to work with 
their staff to fill a need. Call Ann Hunter (940-631-5661) 
for more information. 

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE 
IF A CHURCH MEMBER IS HOSPITALIZED 

 Due to a policy change and the HIPAA law, United 
Regional Health Care System’s Chaplain’s Office 
informed the church office that they are no longer allowed 
to give us a list of the new patient admissions into the 
hospital each day. They are allowed to give us room 
numbers if we call and ask about a specific person, and 
they will notify us if a patient specifically tells the Chaplain 
to call us. 
 Therefore if a church member enters any hospital, the 
church office now needs for either you the patient, a family 
member, a friend, or another church member to call and 
tell us. 
 If in doubt, please, everyone, go ahead and call the 
church office as we would prefer to receive many calls 
about someone being hospitalized, than us not knowing at 
all! 

CHANCEL CHOIR RESUMES 
 Chancel Choir resumes rehearsals on Wednesday, 
August 12, with a kickoff dinner at 6:15 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall. The choir fund will provide the meat, and 
everyone is asked to bring a salad, vegetable, bread, or 
dessert to share. We’ll have rehearsal beginning at 7:00 
pm in the Choir Room. Choir is a rewarding way to serve 
your church and to meet new people. We have a lot of fun 
while praising God! If you’d like to sing with us, please 
come to our kickoff dinner! If you have questions, call 
Jeanette at 692-2282 or email: 

jeanette@firstchristianwf.com. 

SUMMER HYMNS 
 These past few weeks of worship in the Fellowship 
Hall have featured hymns, preludes, postludes, 
offertories, and special music chosen by…..YOU! You may 
remember that we had hymn request forms in the 
bulletins and Challengers the weeks before we began our 
summer worship, and you submitted over 85 hymns. 
There were Christmas carols and Easter hymns and 
contemporary songs, and the overall large number of 
different hymns reveals just how diverse and inclusive our 
congregation is. Hymns receiving multiple votes have 
been used for the main 3 hymns or calls to worship in the 
services. Here are the top hymns as selected by our 
congregation: 
4.  (four way tie) Be Thou My Vision, His Eye is on the 
Sparrow, On Eagles’ Wings, and I Was There to Hear 
Your Borning Cry 
3.  (four way tie) What a Friend We Have in Jesus, Pass It 
On, Blessed Assurance,  and Hymn of Promise 
2.  The Old Rugged Cross 
1.  Here I Am, Lord 

OPEN FLOWER DATES 
 If you would like to donate the flowers for the 
worship service in the Sanctuary, the following dates 
are open: August 16, 23 & 30. To donate or for more 
info, call Peggy Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 781-2426. 

YOUNG AGES PRESCHOOL 
 Young Ages Preschool Office is open Monday-Friday 
from 8:30 am to 12:00 noon, and they are accepting 
enrollment for the 2015-16 school year. If you know of 
anyone looking for a morning preschool program for their 3, 
4, or 5 year old, please tell them about our school. They can 
call 692-3640 for more information. 



New on the Library Shelves. . . 
Miss Gloria by Ellen Bomer 
 Ellen is a survivor and an inspiration to all who meet 
her. In 1998, she was one of the Americans who survived 
the explosion of the Nairobi U.S. Embassy terrorist 
bombing. The Al-Qaeda bombing left Ellen (code named 
Miss Gloria after the attach) trapped for hours under the 
wreckage. When finally rescued, she emerged into a dark 
and frightening existence. This book will inspire and 
challenge. Miss Gloria will interest anyone who struggles 
with life’s great challenges. 
 This book was donated to our library by church 
member, Rosie Bearden. The author lives in Wimberly, 
Texas and is in Rosie’s church women’s group there. 
 
The Devil’s Fingers & Other Personal Essays 
 This is one of the latest books by local author James 
Hoggard, the Perkins-Prothro Distinguished Professor of 
English at Midwestern State University. 
 Continuing his reputation for outstanding essay 
collections, he explores everything from cycling through 
Texas, to travelling to Iraq, Cuba, and England. He keeps 
the reader’s attention with detail, curiosity, and an 
understanding of the emotions that connect us. 
 
The Case for a Creator “A Journalist Investigates 
Scientific Evidence That Points Toward God” by Lee 
Strobel 
 Strobel re-examines the theories that one led him 
away from God; then his mind stretching discoveries from 
cosmology, cellular biology, DNA research, astronomy, 
physics and human consciousness brought him back. He 
writes “my road to atheism was paved by science, but 
ironically, so was my later journey to God.” 
 
Motherland: Stories and Poems from Louisiana by Lynn 
Hoggard 
 Ms. Hoggard grew up in South Louisiana in the mid-
twentieth century, and her stories and poems are of that 
place and time that no longer exists. She tells her story 
well. Ms. Hoggard lives in Wichita Falls and she has 
taught English, French and Humanities at Midwestern 
State University. 
 
The First Urban Christians by Wayne A. Meeks 
 What was it like to be an ordinary Christian in the 
beginning decades of the Roman Empire? Wayne A. 
Meeks analyzes the earliest documents of Christianity—
the letters of Paul. Through these letters he describes the 
tensions, the urgencies and the texture of life of the first 
urban Christians. 
 
Surveying the Religious Landscape is a collection of 
Gallup surveys, which monitor trends in U.S. beliefs over 
the last fifty years. 
 
Necessary Losses by Judith Viorst 
 With wisdom, compassion and wit Judith Viorst 
analyzes the states of our lives. This book discusses the 
losses and changes we must endure as we age. The 
author helps us understand and deal with our necessary 
losses. 
 

Camp Meeting to Cathedral: Fort Worth’s Historic 
Congregations by Ann Arnold 
 Did you know the first Christian church organized in 
Fort Worth, Texas was the First Christian Church (DOC). 
In Camp Meeting to Cathedral, Ann Arnold makes the 
religious history of Fort Worth come alive as she writes 
the history of the religious institutions and the men and 
women who founded and maintained them during good 
times and bad. 
 
Sources of Power in Famous Lives by Walter Erdman 
 On the morning of April, 1865, a young General 
James A. Garfield appeared on the steps of the old 
Exchange Building in New York City before a restless, 
emotional crowd. His hands raised, quieting the crowd, he 
followed with appropriate scriptures, closing with, “Fellow 
citizens, the President is dead, but God reigns and the 
Government in Washington still lives!” Only fifteen years 
later, he like Lincoln, was the President of the United 
States and victim of an assassins bullet. 
 At nineteen James A. Garfield had made a public 
confession of faith in Christ, was baptized, uniting with the 
Christian Church. In demand as a lecturer, he also 
preached nearly every Sunday in some church of his 
denomination. 
 The Christian Church (DOC) has a rich heritage 
based on the lives of many outstanding leaders. Lyndon 
B. Johnson and Ronald Regan were also members of the 
Christian Church. 
 The above information comes from Sources of Power 
in Famous Lives by Walter C. Erdman, which came to our 
library by way of Travis White, former Christian Church 
(DOC) minister and President of Midwestern State 
University and father of Diana Collins, a current member 
of our congregation. 
 This volume can be found in the collective biography 
section (920) and includes brief biographies of twenty-five 
other significant historical personalities from Abraham, 
John Bunyan, Christopher Columbus, Jenny Lind, David 
Livingston, and Louis Pasteur. The 920’s is a section you 
might want to peruse if biography is your interest. 
 
 Don’t hesitate to ask for help in finding what you’d like 
in our church library. 
 

Take advantage of and enjoy your 
First Christian Church Library and 

its contents any time the church building is open. 



SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Kerry Roach, Gary Ballard; Susan Buckley, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

James Poole, Larry Carr, Linda C. Carr 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Gidget & Michael Pettibon 
AUGUST DIACONATE SERVERS 

Debbi Schmidt, Captain; Billy Thacker, Vice-Captain; Robert & 
Sally Hastings, Gidget & Michael Pettibon, Debi & Larry Ballard, 
Shirley Craft, June Lemmon, Robinsue & Wendi Miller, James 
Poole, Larry & Linda Carr, Kathleen Lauck, Sandra Whatley, 
Ben Sabine, Luke Ward. 

SUNDAY ELDER COMMUNION VISITATION 
The Elders will be happy to take communion to anyone who 
can’t come to the worship service. Call the church office and 
your name will be added to our list. 

SERMONS 
Each Sunday the previous week’s sermon is available in print 
form in the Narthex of the Chapel and Sanctuary. Sermons are 
also available on our website, www.firstchristianwichitafalls.org, 
under the “Worship” tab. 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR 

Pray for India and for Christian revival in Uttar Pradesh state, 
known as India’s “graveyard of Christianity.” 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, August 9, 2015  
8:40 Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
5:14 CGRM Evening Ministry (Chapel) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
7:00 CGRM Pot Luck Dinner (Rm 402) 
Monday, August 10, 2014  
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
10:00 Leave for JYF Camp (Aug. 10-14) (Athens TX) 
10:15 FCC Staff Mtg (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, August 11, 2015 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
Wednesday, August 12, 2015   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
12:00-2:00 Youth Open Gym (Grades 6-12) (Gym) 
5:30 Respite Service (Chapel) 
6:15 Chancel Choir Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, August 13, 2015 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
6:00 HHH Organizational Mtg (Rm 304) 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Rev. Dave Brummett, Director of Recovery Ministries 613-2112 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Church Number 940-692-2282                                         FAX Number 940-696-3085 
Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81 
8:40  Worship. . . 43  10:45 Worship. . .157 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 
CGRM Evening Ministry. . . . . . . 31 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $16,698.52 
Sunday Receipts for 8/2/15 $6,933.50 
Through Aug. 2: Income $426,297.23 Expenses $445,567.48 
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