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WELCOME NEW MEMBER!

It was a joy to welcome into our fellowship this past
Sunday morning, Bob Hayes, by transfer of membership
from Park Place Christian Church. Bob works for
Breegles, and is related to Larry & Treva Spradley. His
wife, Sandra, is secretary for our Young Ages School. The
Hayes reside at 4862 Matterhorn, 76310, 692-9874.
Welcome, Bob!

Sunday, August 30th
9:30 am
Fellowship Hall
Potluck Breakfast

New Midweek Ministry Begins
September 16th
Join First Christian Church as we embark on a new
series of programs for ALL ages! We’ll gather together for
a meal then break out for group Bible studies!
5:30-6:00PM

Fellowship Meal

6:00-7:00PM

Young Disciples (Grades K-5)
360 (Grades 6-12)
Adult Small Groups

7:00-7:15PM

Communion & Prayer

7:15-8:00PM

Open Gym

As Disciples we are called into fellowship with one
another and with Christ to lead a life of love and
compassion. To educate and advocate for those who
cannot and to serve others as Christ served those around
him. As Disciples we are named to be the wholeness in a
fragmented world. Join us for a new community of
individuals gathered in Christ’s name and bringing
together all generations and demographics. FEAST offers
a place for fellowship, education, advocacy, and service in
order to transform us into better Disciples of Christ. Join
us for dinner followed by separate studies for children,
youth, and adults alike.
2 Corinthians 5:17: “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new

creature; the old things passed away; behold,

All Adults and Adult Sunday
School Classes are invited to
meet during the Sunday School hour to enjoy a potluck
breakfast, a short devotional, and to fellowship with one
another. Please bring your favorite dish to share.

BABY DEDICATION SERVICE TO BE HELD

There will be a Baby Dedication Service this Sunday,
August 30th, during the 10:45 worship service. If you are
interested in participating, please call Susan in the church
office, 692-2282, with the following info: child’s full name
and parents’ names as soon as possible.

SAVE THE DATE

There will be a family golf tournament on Sunday,
September 27th, at 3:00 pm at River Creek Golf Course.
This will be a fun event for all golfers and non-golfers so
come play and enjoy the cool weather, beautiful scenery,
and fellowship. We will only play 9 holes and have a
hamburger dinner afterwards with prizes and recognition
for fun happenings. Watch for more information and fun
things about this event to celebrate our 125th
Anniversary.

This Sunday:

8:40 & 10:45 Services:
“Table Manners”
Colossians 3:12-14
Rev. Renee Hoke

5:14 CGRM Worship Service:
Rev. Dave Brummett

SLOWING DOWN TO BE WITH GOD

We’ll enjoy some of Bill Hybels’ teaching about prayer.
And we’ll talk together about what’s holding us back from
an authentic, ongoing conversation with God. Study
guides (optional) are available for $8 in the church office.
Please come. I’m looking forward to our time
together!

Renee
TOO BUSY NOT TO PRAY:
Slowing Down to Be with God
Beginning Wednesday, September 16,
6-7 pm, Room 310
Fellowship Meal at 5:30 pm
WHAT WE TALK ABOUT WHEN
WE TALK ABOUT GOD

Do you remember how you learned to pray?
As I was growing up, the family blessing before each
meal was always the same:

We thank you, dear Lord, for this food.
Bless it to our bodies and forgive us our sins.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Then there was the prayer before bed. It was the
usual “Now I lay me down to sleep” with a “God bless” list
at the end for all my VIP’s and particular petitions that
changed daily. The bedtime ritual never varied. If I
skipped my prayer, it was hard to fall asleep.
Fast forward a few years and I’m teaching my
children. What sweet memories! Listening to their prayers
helped me see the world from their point-of-view. I wish
that I had kept of record of the things that Ben and Andy
said when they prayed. A few nights after my Dad passed
away, Andy prayed “And God, I sure hope Grandaddy’s
having a good time in heaven!”
We learn to pray in a simple way, we teach our
children a simple form of prayer, and then somehow as
adults we make prayer unbelievably complicated. Why is
that? I guess we figure God expects something more
grown up from us, that we need to demonstrate our
progress by using important words and advanced
theology. We are so intent on avoiding superficial prayer
that we often convince ourselves not to pray at all. We’ll
wait until we have more time to devote to it. We want to
get it right.
Can you imagine what would happen to the significant
relationships in our lives if we adopted that
communications plan? (If you’re like me, you don’t have to
imagine. You have firsthand proof.)
Pastor and Christian teacher Bill Hybels tells the story
of a prayer-less time in his adult life. He was discouraged.
He prayed on Sunday morning as he led worship. He
prayed with his wife and children before family meals. But
that was it. Can you imagine a pastor who doesn’t pray? It
happens more often than you think.
Bill Hybels took on the project of writing his book Too
Busy Not To Pray: Slowing Down to Be with God in order
to pull himself out of his personal prayer drought. It is
Prayer 101. He shares his own struggle with great
honesty.
If your prayer life isn’t what you want it to be, I invite
you to join me for a midweek conversation about prayer.

"This book is about seeing, about becoming more and
more alive and aware, orienting ourselves around the God
who I believe is the ground of our being, the electricity that
lights up the whole house, the transcendent presence in
our tastes, sights, and sensations of the depth and
dimensions and fullness of life, from joy to agony to
everything else." - Rob Bell
Come join our study of this wonderful book of how to
continue to find new wonder and understanding of God.
Wednesdays starting Sept. 16th at 6:00 pm in Rm 402.

MSU GARAGE GIVEAWAY COMPLETED

After weeks of work, the fruits of our efforts were
distributed last weekend. We filled 70+ boxes of basic
household items. Fifty-two of those were delivered to
Heritage Church where they were given out to the new
members of the Caribbean Students Organization. Five
people from First Christian attended to we could see
where our boxes were going. There was a very
impressive group of young people who are entering the
college with support from the upper classmen and alumni
of the CSO.
Then on Sunday afternoon, a large number of church
members with pickups assembled at Jerry’s Sporting
Goods to deliver the furniture and remaining boxes to the
other international students (non-islanders). The athletic
department at MSU sent the Men’s Basketball Team, who
were a great help with loading and delivery. Some of them
scored lamps or tables, so the circle continued to widen.
Deliveries were made to 29 apartments. They average 2-3
students per apartment, so with the 52 Caribbean, we
blessed around 125 students! Folks who made deliveries
returned with stories of very grateful recipients and of
apartments that were truly bare before we got there.
We hope we will find other ways to assist these
students. Renee Hoke found a couple of young ladies to
mentor during the semester. We have some money left,
so we can dedicate that to filling future needs as we hear
of them. Someone suggested an occasional meal at the
church or using the church van to take students to
Walmart. We have been a blessing to many already and
hope to continue to share with this community as the Holy
Spirit leads us.
Thank you, thank you to all who donated so
generously! Special thanks to Jerry Johnson and his staff
for use of the space, t-shirts to volunteers, and many acts
of kindness.
Ann Hunter & Sally Hastings, coordinators

RESPITE SERVICE CHANGES
NAME & TIME

The Respite Service is now the “Mid-Week
Communion Service” and now meets at 5:00 pm on
Wednesday evenings. Come for a period of quiet prayer
and communion in our Chapel from 5:00-5:30. Members
are warmly invited to come in and pray for however long
or as little as they feel led; from 5:15-5:30, there is a brief
vespers service consisting of scripture, guided prayer and
communion.

JOURNEY THROUGH SCRIPTURE

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam--three religions
related yet with diversity will be the subject of Journey
Through Scripture starting Sunday, September 13th, at
9:45 AM, in the Church Parlor. Through study of scripture
and practices of each religion, participants will gain a
richer understanding of the Three Major Religions in the
world. New travelers are always encouraged to join in the
journey.

WOMEN’S FALL BIBLE STUDY

Hospitalized:

MEMBER NEWS

at Health South Rehab is Joye
Thompson. Released and back home are Patt Giddings, Pat
Wearth, Galen Wells, & Jim Zug.

We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you
know about an honor someone received, an important event in
someone’s life, or about illness or death, please call the church—6922282. Thanks!

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE
IF A CHURCH MEMBER IS HOSPITALIZED

Due to a policy change and the HIPAA law, if a church
member enters any hospital, the church office now needs
for the patient, a family member, a friend, or another
church member to call and tell us. If in doubt, go ahead
and call us as we would prefer to receive many calls about
someone being hospitalized, than us not knowing at all!

FIRST TIME VISITORS

We are excited to report that the following persons
visited for the first time on Sunday: Gail Deanson,
Marilyn Hoppe, & Laura Meyer.

Daniel

A Beth Moore Study

Part 2 of the Beth Moore study, Daniel, will begin on
Wednesday, September 16th, at 10:00 am and will
continue through October 28. We will meet in Room 310.
The study will be led by Sheri Sutton.
We began Part 1 of the study, Lives of Integrity, last
spring focusing on the first six chapters of Daniel.
Chapters 7-12 will take us through Part 2, Words of
Prophecy. We will visit the extremely detailed prophecies
of Daniel in which God opens the near and distant future
to the prophet’s gaze.
The Book of Daniel and the prophecies conveyed
gave added confidence to the people that God was truly
in charge of history. Come and join us as we continue this
fascinating study.
Please call the church office, 692-2282, to register.

New on the Library Shelves. . .

Go Set A Watchman by Harper Lee was the first book
Miss Lee wrote, but it was rejected by her publisher. It
was suggested that she begin again. As a result she
wrote, To Kill A Mockingbird, one of the most inspiring
classic modern American fiction books written. We also
have a copy of this title in our church library. We now
have added to our collection, Go Set A Watchman, which
is somewhat a sequel, beginning when Scout is 26 years
old on a trip home from New York. We are lucky to have
the chance to read this novel.
Take advantage of and enjoy your
First Christian Church Library and
its contents any time the church building is open.

A place for everyone between services

A place for sharing love within the family

Coffee is available for everyone in the hallway.

CHURCH LIBRARY USED BOOK SALE

The Church Library will host a Used Book Sale to
benefit our library’s collection on Sunday, September
20th, during the Sunday School hour, 9:30-10:30 am, in
the hallway outside the Library. Books will be sold by
donations.

“PHASED IN” REQUESTS ASSISTANCE

“Phased In,” a new program to the Wichita Falls’
community and sponsored by our sister congregation,
Evangel Temple, assists 18 year old males as they phase
out of foster care and into an independent lifestyle. Many
of these young men, who were never adopted, never
learned good life or coping skills.
The men’s dorm, which houses up to 16 young men,
ages 18-22, provides a Christian, home-like setting for up
to 18 months, with house parents who teach the skills
needed for the men to be successful in life.
Lolita Baker, Phased In Administrator, has asked 1st
Christian members to donate hand crafted items to be
sold at a fundraiser at Phased In’s Hangar Holiday booth,
November 14 – 15, at the MPEC. Suggested craft ideas
are wreaths, Christmas ornaments, original art, ceramics,
knitted/crocheted/hand sewn items, needlework,
woodwork, jewelry, etc.
A basket has been placed in the church office to
collect these items before the end of October. If you have
any questions, please call Lolita Baker, 691-1400, or
Glenda Tate, 696-5554.

YOUNG AGES PRESCHOOL

Time for our school is fast approaching!! Young Ages
Preschool will begin on Wednesday, September 2nd.
There are a few openings available for 3, 4 and 5 year
olds. We offer a half day, morning preschool program,
where learning is fun and age appropriate, in a loving
Christian environment with experienced teachers. Please
call us at 692-3640 if you are interested.

1

W.C. Duncan II
Fran Haines

12 Alli Cobb
Joan Stodghill

2

Jim Hogan
Richard McQuiston

13 Mark McKethan
David Puckett

26 Jeana Brunson
Donna Long
Craig Reynolds
Sherri Webb

3

Devin Ford
Adrian Opela
Robert Rafuse
Slate Westbrook

14 Brandon Pontius

27 Carol Nowell

15 Kathy Bauer
Ronnie James

28 Priscilla Gibson
Doug Kunkle
Tiffany Sparks

Dave Hartman Jr.
Cindy Hernandez
Linda Hollabaugh

16 Kevin Ballard
Mike Murdock

29 Gracie Reynolds

18 Linda Cook

30 Gidget Pettibon

4

5

Rebecca Ferguson

6

Charles Reaves
Paige Schroeder

8

Mark Koch

21 Jim Owens
Mary Kathryn Tanner
Sherrie Vaccarella

9

Katie Edgemon
Patricia Wearth

22 Marjorie Parker
Sandra Ross

10 Addison Wineinger
11 Howard Morris
Shirley King-Wilson

1

Bert & Ralph Armstrong
Renee & Dan Harris

5

Dot & James Irl Montgomery

6

Debbie & Mark Turnbow

8

Jeana & Jack Brunson

9

Sheri & Mark Sutton

12

Corliss & David Wyatt

16

Shirley Craft & Kenn Hill

20 Misty Hartley

25 Bill Anastopoulos Sr.
Weylin Miller
Russell Wilson

17

Pat & Bill Thacker

24

Carla & Nathan Moran
Emily & Andy Wilson

26

Shelly & Chuck Dalton

SERVING SUNDAY
ELDERS

Andy Wilson, Kenn Hill; Roma Prassel, Presiding

DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION
Billy Thacker, Shirley Craft, Gidget Pettibon

DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION
Kathleen Lauck & Sandra Whatley

AUGUST DIACONATE SERVERS
Debbi Schmidt, Captain; Billy Thacker, Vice-Captain; Robert &
Sally Hastings, Gidget & Michael Pettibon, Debi & Larry Ballard,
Shirley Craft, June Lemmon, Robinsue & Wendi Miller, James
Poole, Larry & Linda Carr, Kathleen Lauck, Sandra Whatley,
Ben Sabine, Luke Ward.

SUNDAY ELDER COMMUNION VISITATION
The Elders will be happy to take communion to anyone who
can’t come to the worship service. Call the church office and
your name will be added to our list.

SERMONS
Each Sunday the previous week’s sermon is available in print
form in the Narthex of the Chapel and Sanctuary. Sermons are
also available on our website, www.firstchristianwf.com, under
the “Resources” tab.

OPPORTUNITIES

Home Phone Number:

Church Number
940-692-2282
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister
692-2282
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister
692-2282
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries
763-8515
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries
936-645-1215
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator
691-7265
Rev. Dave Brummett, Director of Recovery Ministries
613-2112
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First
687-2231
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School
692-3640
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary
Tina Williams, Financial Secretary
Pam Poulos, Receptionist
Debbie Watson, Organist
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com
FAX Number 940-696-3085

FOR THE RECORD. . .

Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 92
8:40 Worship. . . 43
10:45 Worship. . .209
Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 252
CGRM Evening Ministry. . . . . . . 33
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week
$16,698.52
Sunday Receipts for 8/23/15
$10,407.00
Through Aug. 23: Income $472,340.74
Expenses $498,585.60

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS
THIS WEEK ARE FOR:

Pray for Christian converts from Islam in Mauritania
who must meet in secret.
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Sunday, August 30, 2015
FIFTH SUNDAY
8:40 Worship (Chapel)
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 5th Sunday Gathering (Fellowship Hall)
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary)
“Baby Dedication”
5:00 The Young Disciples Group Swim Party (Grades K-5)
(Nancy & Ted Smith’s home, 1401 Tanglewood)
5:00 Chi Rho & CYF Groups Swim Party (Grades 6-12)
(Kim & Gary Ballard’s home, 5104 Navajo Trail)
5:14 CGRM Evening Ministry (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups:
Anger Recovery (Rm 304)
Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305)
Parenting (Rm 306)
Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307)
Family Challenges (Rm 310)
Monday, August 31, 2014
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F)
10:15 FCC Staff Mtg (Office)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, September 1, 2015
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers Mtg (MCC-Jacksboro)
2:00 Library Committee (Library)
6:00 Young Ages School Parent Orientation (Fellowship Hall)
6:30 Called Executive Council Mtg (Rm 402)
Wednesday, September 2, 2015
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel)
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (W-F)
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel)
6:00-8:00 Check-In (Grades 6-12)
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall)
Thursday, September 3, 2015
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor)

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .

