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Sunday, May 31st
9:30 am
Fellowship Hall
Potluck Breakfast
All Adults and Adult
School Classes are invited to meet during the
School hour to enjoy a potluck breakfast,
devotional, and to fellowship with one another.
bring your favorite dish to share.

Sunday
Sunday
a short
Please
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A nd
C urrent
E vents

This Sunday, May 31st,
at 6:00 pm in the Parlor

NO. 21

NEW WEBSITE & EMAILS

It’s coming!!! The new church website launches
Monday, June 1st! www.firstchristianwf.com
It’s user-friendly and informative, designed for both
church members and visitors. You can find Sunday’s
sermon title and scripture and upcoming events with links
to the Challenger, recent sermons and Worship Bulletins.
Read about our many church groups and outreach
projects. Share it with your friends!
NEW EMAIL ADDRESSES: The staff email addresses
will change on June 1st with the launch of the new website.
Emails will now end with @firstchristianwf.com. Emails
sent to current addresses will forward to the new email
addresses. Links will also be available on the new
website. Your patience is greatly appreciated as we make
these changes!

PRIME TIMERS LUNCHEON
Next Sunday, June 7th
12:00 noon, Fellowship Hall

PANTRY SUNDAY - JUNE 7TH

OPEN FLOWER DATES
If you would like to donate the flowers for the worship
service in the Sanctuary, the following date is open: June
28. To donate or for more info, call Peggy Fitts, Flower
Coordinator, 781-2426.

FAVORITE HYMNS

From July 12 to August 9, we’ll be worshipping in the
Fellowship Hall. We’ll be singing some of our church’s
favorite hymns as selected by our congregation. Because
we’ll be using the screen, you won’t need to limit your
selections to the hymns found in the Chalice Hymnal. If
you would like to submit a hymn title, please do so by
using the form below. Drop the form in the collection plate
or bring it by the church office. We’ll use as many of your
selections as possible.
------------------------------------------My Favorite Hymns:
1. ___________________________________________
2. ___________________________________________
3. ___________________________________________
Please return this portion to the church office or
drop in the collection plate.

Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Ministries will be next
Sunday, June 7th. Items for collection will be powdered
milk, cereal, and the small Jiffy type cornbread mix
packages. Children are encouraged to participate! IMI and
Outreach appreciate your gifts to this project each month.

CHALLENGER TO BE EVERY TWO WEEKS
NO CHALLENGER NEXT WEEK!
During the months of June & July the “Challenger” will

be published every two weeks and will return to weekly
publication on August 5th.
The deadline for articles to be placed in the
“Challenger” is 5:00 pm on Mondays. Articles may be
dropped off in the church office or emailed to Susan at:
susan@firstchristianwichitafalls.org.

This Sunday:

8:40 & 10:45 Services:
“A Trip With A Prophet”
Isaiah 6:1-8
Rev. Will Brown

5:14 CGRM Worship Service:
Travis Ralls

Across Dave’s Desk. . .

Thank You, Lord. Now, Please…

A home in Wimberley. Photo by Rodolfo Gonzalez/Austin
American-Statesman via AP
We have just come through a terrible drought. For
nearly five years, we have prayed for rain to replenish our
lakes, heal our land, and comfort God’s people and
creatures. That prayer has been answered above and
beyond our plea. Three weeks ago, Lakes Arrowhead and
Kickapoo were at a combined 22.5% capacity; on
Monday, they reached a combined 93.7%. On Saturday,
at a called City Council meeting to address an impending
flood, our mayor thoughtfully noted that, from our
perspective now, the fact that our lakes were so low has
proved to be an unexpected blessing; if they had been
even at 65%, the results could have been catastrophic.
God sees much farther ahead than we ever will.
It was hard, while we were going through it, to
imagine the drought providing any kind of benefit. Still, it
made us much more mindful of the need to be faithful
stewards of the precious resource of water; it made our
community an internationally recognized leader in
innovative water technology; and it made many of us pray
more fervently to God than we ever have before for
something beyond our personal needs. Now, the merciful
Lord God has provided us rain, rain, and more rain. And
then, when it looked as if dangerous flooding was
imminent this past weekend, and community leaders were
ordering mandatory evacuations in certain
neighborhoods, we prayed that God would diminish the
rainfall, at least for a while. And that prayer, too, was
answered; the notorious (and probably apocryphal)
“dome” over Wichita Falls insured that while our
neighbors to the north and south were being deluged, we
were not. On Saturday, the weather service predicted that
the Wichita River would crest at 25.5 feet, a new record;
instead it made it to 21.27 and then began to recede.
Saturday a week ago, we were praying to be spared a
tornado; that prayer was answered as well. For all of that,
we offer God Almighty fervent prayers of thanks. Thrice
now, in three weeks, we have been delivered from the
forces of nature.
Yet even as we acknowledge, with humble
thanksgiving, our own deliverance (at least for now) from
drought and flood and whirlwind, we also grieve the pain
and loss of our neighbors to the north and south. In

Wimberley, the Blanco River rose 26 feet in an hour—a
deluge of Biblical proportions. Over 300 homes were
swept away. Laura and Jonathan McComb, their two
children, and another family—nine people altogether—were
sharing a vacation cabin on the river. As the river rose,
the cabin was knocked off of its pilings. Laura frantically
called her sister, Julie, in Austin: “We are floating in a
house that is floating down the river. Call Mom and Dad. I
love you, and pray.” The house slammed into a bridge
and was shattered. Jonathan was found downriver,
gravely injured; their dog was rescued from a tree.
Jonathan said when the house shattered, the family had
been holding hands. As this is written, there is no sign yet
of Laura, nor of their children, nor of the other family.
There are no words to convey the sorrow this invokes.
Could there be a divine purpose in such unspeakable
tragedy? If there is, at this time I fail to comprehend it.
“His understanding is unsearchable,” says the Prophet
Isaiah [40.28]. Indeed.
Jesus tells us that God “…makes his sun rise on the
evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and
the unrighteous” [Matthew 5.45]. Both the evil and the
good are delivered from the drought; both the righteous
and the unrighteous are imperiled by the flood. Life is only
occasionally a matter of just deserts. Psalm 135.6
declares, “Whatever the Lord pleases, He does, in
heaven and in earth, in the seas and in all deeps.” Psalm
139.9 affirms, “If I take the wings of the morning and
settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your
hand shall lead me and your right hand shall hold me
fast.” The Lord is free to do what the Lord wills to do; yet
the Lord also knows and loves us. As Job learned, to both
his sorrow and his salvation, we can never fully
comprehend the purposes of Almighty God in the midst of
our own affliction; and so, we pray to trust, especially
when we cannot understand.
The symbol of our faith is a cross, an instrument of
suffering and death turned into a sign of divine love and
eternal life. In what ways this current tragedy may prove
redemptive, we cannot yet begin to fathom; but God
wastes no pain. “For now we see in a mirror dimly,” we
are told in I Corinthians 13, “but then we shall see face to
face. Now I know only in part; then I will fully know, even
as I have been fully known. And now faith, hope and love
abide, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” We
thank God for our own deliverance; we pray for those who
are dispossessed, injured and desolate with grief; and
even if we cannot now, at this time, comprehend the
purposes of God, we nonetheless strive, by God’s grace,
to discern how we may be instruments of his love.

Dave

Prayer: Almighty, unsearchable, and loving God, we
thank you for the great mercies you have shown us in the
giving of this bountiful rain; and we also grieve for those
who have suffered by the flood. Grant to them, we pray,
healing, restoration and the peace that passes
understanding. In Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

AVAILABLE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE
Persecuted Church T-Shirts - $20.00 each

Sizes & quantity available: Small - 10; Large - 6; XL - 2
All proceeds will be used to provide aid for those suffering for
their faith.

Wandering With Will...
As my time here continues to wind down, I am making
preparations for what comes next, and part of that
includes moving out of the place of my student housing in
Fort Worth. As part of that process of boxing things up, I
have been made acutely aware of a spiritual practice of
material attachment, and the letting go of things. So
many things in our lives evoke memories of significant
events, and tell the story of who we are. And there are
some things that carry physical value, the sort that can be
measured in dollars and cents. It is good to keep some
things, regardless of whether it carries material or
sentimental value. However, in my case, a collection of
poorly written second grade spelling tests that had
correspondingly low grades (and what I believed were an
attempt at art projects from a similar era), while perhaps
of some value to myself and parents in the past, had
exceedingly less value when faced with the reality today,
ye alone the of the finite volume of a Honda Civic.
Memories and stories being recalled may often suffice in
a much more healthy manner than bearing the obligation
to care for the artifacts of those memories. While that
may be a case of an obvious need to throw things away,
many of us carry things with us out of sentimental
obligations. And this is fine to do as well, many have
pictures of cherished family, artifacts that are family
heirlooms,
things
that
mark
significant
life
accomplishments. It is said that one does not throw the
baby out with the bath water, but perhaps it is wise to
realize that it does not take an ocean to bath a person.
But when too many things, and the keeping of them come
into conflict with other relationships and cut into the living
life, then one might find value in assessing what the
burdens are, and the priorities that they take. I can say,
that while I kept a handful of mementos from significant
events and some things that still prove useful to routine
life, that it was quite freeing to let some things go.
Freeing not just of the chassis of my car, but also of spirit.
The memories of some things live on, but in the case of
some t-shirts ill fitted to me, these will serve another
person far better than the space that they otherwise filled
in a closet. This list goes on, as you may imagine, and it
likely could go on for many of us, but being having
assessed what is important in life, and tangibly acting on
that assessment, and being more free to pursue the
things that actually do carry value, this has been a
liberating experience.

Will
WICHITA FALLS AREA FOOD BANK

The Wichita Falls Area Food Bank is requesting
emergency food supplies in response to current and
future disastrous conditions. Many flood evacuees will not
have access to a kitchen but many will have access to a
microwave. For that reason w are asking for the following
types of food:
Shelf sustainable items—pop top/ready to eat foods,
microwave items (NO frozen food, please)
Pet Food, Diapers/Diaper Wipes, Bottle Water
The food bank staff will be available at 1230
Midwestern Parkway to accept donations. We appreciate
the communities team effort and will continue working our
best to provide food to those in need.

MEMBER NEWS

Hospitalized: at URHCS is June Anderson & Fred
Gentry; at Electra Hospital is Shirley Harris; at Senior
Care Rehab is Wanda Boyles & Rita Cason; at
Presbyterian Manor Health Care is Ewell Cason.
Released & back home is Cora Dell Miller.
Our sympathies are extended to Sharon Stradley &
Family on learning of the death of Sharon’s mother, Gwen
White, on May 22nd.
We extend our condolences to Rosella Kemnitz &
Family on learning of the death of Rosella’s sister,
Mareeta Simmons, on May 19th.
Congratulations to Kay Sabine & Michael Cranfill,
who were married on May 22nd.
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you
know about an honor someone received, an important event in
someone’s life, or about illness or death, please call the church—6922282. Thanks!

THE YOUTH’S COOKIE MIX FUNDRAISER

If you are in a spring baking mood, the youth group
still has cookie jars for sale, now for $7 each! Each one
has the necessary dry ingredients to make roughly two
dozen cookies, and directions attached to the outside for
the wet ingredients and baking directions. Funds from the
cookie jars benefit the mission trip to Nashville for the
youth, and if you purchase these after the mission trip this
year, proceeds will benefit the mission trip for next year.

ALUMINUM CANS

If you have aluminum cans that you would like recycle
instead of throw away, the youth group is collecting these
and proceeds from the recycled cans will go to a nonprofit of the youth group’s choosing at a later time. If you
would like to help contribute, please bring cans to the
church office, these must be clean cans and bagged, and
it is highly preferred that these be crushed in advance to
save space. Not only is this a good chance to recycle, but
this will be a good chance to help build our community
into a little bit stronger place.

MILES FOR A MISSION!

The Youth are still selling miles to raise funds for their
Mission Trip to Nashville, TN this summer! The total
number of miles between Wichita Falls and Nashville is
roughly 757 making the total distance the youth will travel
about 1500 miles! Miles only cost $1.00 and you can
donate any amount you want! We have sold 750 miles
and have just 750 miles left to go! Thanks everyone for
your support of the First Christian Church Chi-Rho and
CYF groups!

YOUNG AGES PRESCHOOL

Young Ages Preschool will continue enrollment for
2015-16 school year through-out the summer. If you know
of anyone looking for a morning preschool program for
their 3, 4, or 5 year old, please tell them about our school.
They can call 692-3640 for more information.

Need a special gift?

Sterling silver chalice charms
are being offered by the CWF ladies.
Cost is $50. Available in the church office.

MEET OUR
COLLEGE GRADUATES
Rev. Will Brown

Son of Diane & Eric Brown. Brite Divinity School at
Texas Christian University May 2015 graduate with a
Master in Divinity degree.

Emily Rain Clements

Daughter of Delight Clements and granddaughter of
Roma Prassel. Midwestern State University May 2015
Cum Laude graduate with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree
in Vocal Performance.

Janie DeVilbiss

Daughter of Lee DeVilbiss & Roger DeVilbiss and
granddaughter of Sara Anderson. University of Texas
December 2014 graduate with a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing degree.

Justin Dickey

Son of Shannon Bishop & Steven Dickey. Stephen F.
Austin University December 2014 graduate with a
Bachelor of Science degree with a major in Child
Development & Family Relations and a minor in Early
Childhood Intervention.

Sara Long

Daughter of Jane & Randy Long and granddaughter
of Sara Anderson. Oklahoma State University May 2015
graduate with a Bachelor of Science degree with a major
in Civil Engineering and a minor in Math. She will start
work in August with Kimley-Horn and Associates as a
land development engineer in The Woodlands, TX.

Curtis Westbrook

Husband of Dottie Westbrook and father of Hunter
Westbrook. Liberty University of Lynchburg, Virginia,
May 2015 graduate with a Master of Arts degree in
Human Services Counseling in Health & Wellness.

Andrea K. Wilson

Daughter of Emily & Andy Wilson and
granddaughter of Bobbie Caldwell. The University of
Texas at Tyler May 2015 graduate with a Master of Arts
degree in Clinical Mental Health Counseling.

New on the Library Shelves. . .

Misquoting Jesus by Bart Ehrman
Misquoting Jesus is a valuable opportunity to
understand how Biblical manuscripts and other written
documents were reproduced prior to the development of
the printing press. Scribes were an elite group in
community and religious life who were trained to
undertake the important task of copying documents for
transmission to others. In that process of copying, even
with Scribes dedicated to that task, errors were made.
Some of those errors were minor unintentional omissions
of words or lines, while others were significant.
Because original Biblical texts do not exist, Dr.
Ehrman, in language understood by non-specialists,
shares how modern scholars have developed procedures
for comparing divergent texts. He further explains that the
process and procedures used in looking at texts has
frequently sparked controversy. The reading of
“Misquoting Jesus,” is an easy read, yet it ensures that
readers might never read the Gospels or other New
Testament texts in the same way again.
Dr. Bart Ehrman is the Chair of the Department of
Religious Studies at the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.
Fearless Love Rediscovering Jesus’ Spirit of Martyrdom.
With Meditations of Christ and His Love, by Mujahid El
Masih
Mujahid El Masih, who recently visited our church,
has written Fearless Love for those curious about the
basic teachings of Islam, how God gives faith that
overcomes the fear of suffering and death, how to reach
out to Muslims, and how a relationship with Jesus Christ
brings us to a growing fearless love. The fifty true stories
of courageous Christians and illustrations will bring
encouragement, inspiration, and hope in these precarious
days. Fearless Love is formatted as an eight week study
that works well in small groups, Sunday schools, or as a
personal study. It concludes with seventeen practical
suggestions in sharing God’s love with others.
Just Like Jesus by Max Lucado
The good news is you aren’t stuck with today’s
personality. You are changeable. Even if you’ve worried
each day of your life, you needn’t worry the rest of your
life. God will change you—to be just like Jesus.
Can you think of a betty offer? Jesus felt no guilt.
Jesus had no fears. Jesus had no anxiety about death.
God’s plan is to make you into the image of Christ. Read
this book to learn more.
The Illustrated Bible Handbook by Edward P. Blair
Now you can hold the colorful, fascinating word of the
Bible in the palm of your hand. The Illustrated Bible
Handbook is a vibrantly illustrated, completely up-to-date
guide to the study of the Bible. Featuring 137 full color
photos, 27 full color charts, and 13 full color maps. It will
provide hours of enjoyment and enrichment as it deepens
your understanding of biblical people, places, and events.
Take advantage of and enjoy your
First Christian Church Library and
its contents any time the church building is open.
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Gretchen Bridgman
Harry Gordon
Mary McQueen
Ali Thompson

13 Jim Hay
Dennis Hunt
Marilee Smith

3

Donna Benson
Jeanette Showalter

14 Buddy Edgemon
Billy Thacker

24 Shawn Wright

4

Sally Perkins
Gwynaeth Stewart
Joe Vaccarella
Gordon West Jr.

15 Kenn Hill
Sam Maynor

25 Diana Collins
A.J. Harris
Landon Winstead III

5

Robert Watkins

7

Rick Appling
Dawn Craig
Sue Stilley

18 Adam Cook
Jon Kegley
Kristin Schuele
Joanne Zellner

8

Ruth Beyer
Jesse Rogers

16 Melanie Hernandez

29 Lee DeVilbiss
Glenda Dorman
30 Glenn Tole II

22 Will DeVilbiss
Abby Sabine

Kay & Richard Dalton

16

Janie & Terry Huff

3

Alice & Mark Vallejo

17

4

Rita & Ewell Cason

Kay & Patrick Jackson
Mary Nell & Charles Taylor

6

Sandy & Jim Hay

18

Peggy & Garland Shelton

7

Loni & Sal Ramirez

21

Allison & Clay Conrady
Sally & Russell Wilson

8

Montie & Jimmy Carroll

23

12

Linda & Glenn Tole II

Ida Jo & W.C. Duncan II
Marjorie & Joe Parker Jr.

24

Cindy & David Collins

27

Janice & Jim Tull

Dawn & Dan Craig

28 Carsyn Bailey
Lael Burton

21 Andrew Long

1

14

27 Paul Stradley
Camden Vieth

20 Janie DeVilbiss
Vivian Zug

12 Janie Hotchkiss
Scott Hunter

Chris & Paul Loskot

26 June Lemmon
Jessica Morris
Travis Ralls

19 Peggy Sue Cline
Robert Hernandez

10 Dwight Ross III
Bettye Watkins

13

23 Andrew Allen
Virgil Lee

28

Pat & Don Duncan

30

Polly & Harry Tonemah

SERVING SUNDAY
ELDERS

5/31: Cindy Hernandez, Mike Spiller Jr.; Howard Morris, Presiding
6/7: Roma Prassel, Harry Tonemah; Andy Wilson, Presiding

DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION
5:31:Gidget Pettibon, Debi Ballard, Larry Ballard
6/7: Sarah Stewart

DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION
5/31: Debbi Schmidt & Sandra Whatley
6/7: Travis Ralls & Philip Dudenhoeffer

MAY DIACONATE SERVERS

Debbi Schmidt & Billy Thacker, Co-Captains; Robert & Sally Hastings,
Gidget & Michael Pettibon, Debi & Larry Ballard, Shirley Craft, June
Lemmon, Robinsue & Wendi Miller, James Poole, Larry & Linda C. Carr,
Kathleen Lauck, Sandra Whatley, Ben Sabine, Luke Ward.

SUNDAY ELDER COMMUNION VISITATION

The Elders will be happy to take communion to anyone who can’t come
to the worship service. Call the church office and your name will be
added to our list.

SERMONS

Each Sunday the previous week’s sermon is available in print form in the
Narthex of the Chapel and Sanctuary. Sermons are also available on our
website, www.firstchristianwichitafalls.org, under the “Worship” tab.

THE CHURCH STAFF. . .

Home Phone Number:

Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister
692-2282
Rev. Will Brown, Interim Associate Minister
817-627-7277
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries
763-8515
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
936-645-1215
Sarah Cook, Director of Children’s Ministries
763-2703
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator
691-7265
Rev. Dave Brummett, Director of Recovery Ministries
613-2112
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First
687-2231
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School
692-3640
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary
Tina Williams, Financial Secretary
Pam Poulos, Receptionist
Debbie Watson, Organist
Church Number 940-692-2282
FAX Number 940-696-3085
Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com

FOR THE RECORD. . .

Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88
8:40 Worship. . . 36
10:45 Worship. . .171
Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 207
CGRM Evening Ministry. . . . . . . 24
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week
$16,698.52
Sunday Receipts for 5/24/15
$7,987.75
Through May 24: Income $302,832.30
Expenses $301,496.10

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS
THIS WEEK ARE FOR

Pray that the underground church in Somalia will be encouraged and will
feed on God’s word.

OPPORTUNITIES
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Sunday, May 31, 2015 GRADUATE SUNDAY / FIFTH SUNDAY
8:40 Worship (Chapel)
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 5th Sunday Gathering (Fellowship Hall)
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary)
5:00 Chi Rho & CYF End-of-Year Party (Rm 403C)
5:14 CGRM Evening Ministry (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 FACE Time with Dave (Parlor)
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups:
Anger Recovery (Rm 304)
Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305)
Parenting (Rm 306)
Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307)
Family Challenges (Rm 310)
Monday, June 1, 2014
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F)
10:15 FCC Staff Mtg (Office)
4:30 CCF Staff Mtg (Rm 402)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, June 2, 2015
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers Mtg (FCC-Burkburnett)
2:00 Library Committee (Library)
Wednesday, June 3, 2015
7:00am Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel)
5:30 Respite Service (Chapel)
7:00 Chancel Choir (Grade 9-Adults) (Stratten Hall)
Thursday, June 4, 2015
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor)
Sunday, June 7, 2015 PANTRY SUNDAY
8:40 Worship (Chapel)
9:30 Sunday School
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary)
12:00 Prime Timers Luncheon (Fellowship Hall)
5:14 CGRM Evening Ministry (Fellowship Hall)
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups:
Anger Recovery (Rm 304)
Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305)
Parenting (Rm 306)
Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307)
Family Challenges (Rm 310)
7:00 CGRM Dinner (Fellowship Hall)
Monday, June 8, 2014
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F)
10:15 FCC Staff Mtg (Office)
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall)
Tuesday, June 9, 2015
2:00 Library Committee (Library)
7:00 Property Ministry Mtg (Rm 402)
Wednesday, June 10, 2015
7:00am Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel)
5:30 Respite Service (Chapel)
7:00 Chancel Choir (Grade 9-Adults) (Stratten Hall)
Thursday, June 11, 2015
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor)

